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—F. L Staston. in Atfanta Cocatitulion.

%BLDSSOM‘S~

it not grow

aston court

e only super-

fluous articles

which the chil-

dren  who Jived

there knew any-

thing about were

bits of broken

botties and woste

papers.  Squalor,

misery and unbappiness there were

in plent bbath

days, a0 happy children—thut is, ex-

eepting Bl om — Blossom,  whose

Jong-lashed violet eyes and shiming

eurls set her apart from all the other

wlley eliliren liks a bit of hearts-

ease; whose little crutch went taps

ping through the halls all day, and

who sat on the vickety stairs st

nightfall ready to call out o cheery

grecting to Ner mother when she
turned into the dark atley.

Blossom was very rich. Her moth-
er did day's work for the wealthy
people ou the uvenue, and, besides.
Blowsom's mother hud not  always
Tived i the alley. So when Tlossom's
glad cry: “Hurry up, mamma, U'm
waiting for you,” would ring out on
the 1 air, the alley children would
Durry to the stairs and look with
wondering, wistful eyes at the scene
which never failed to take place,
Blogsom's mother was never too tired
to kiss the wi
som's arm always eavght her moth-
er in a rapturous embrace. Then
they went in and shut the door, and
the nlley children were so poor, so
poor.

Out in the great city the Easter

one Saturdny evening, and after her
bit of work was done Blossom's
wmother tolil her a new story of o
Nttle girl who; ever so long ago, went
to chureh on Enster morning, end
who talked to the lilies and palma

while the minister preached to the [ to-day’
w

big peaple.

It was a fine old church, with a
great organ, and windaws so beauti-
ful that the son made violet, and
gold, and purple lights on the floor.
#“And the httle girl sitting there In
her white dress Aid ot know,
my Hioseom, that some day Al
would grow up anil have great trou-
ble to bea

“Poor

wome face and Blos- | Blosso:

An :nrmnhlper. etk

erape dra) al

a sable cloud, moved down thn izl
She canght sight of Rlossom sobbing |
among the shadows and went over to
her, Inying one caressing hund on the
top of the crutch and the other on|
Blogsom's shining head. Dlossom did

not start, for she had reached the |

stage when nothing conld sui
her, but she looked up into the fair,
houghty face “and smiled thirough her

enrs.
Wiint fx the matter, little glr1?" the
lady asked, in a voice so musical that.

and as stooped nearer the
ehild, Hfting th'}‘dlmplld chin in her ||

palm, she said punlmh ten-
derness:  "Poor IIN.Iu girl! ren
cripple like my mu.bmx.mn
worry for you'"

“Oh, is he lame, and will he
7 e won't mind his

mamma, exelaimed Tlos- | b
somm, anid then nh- tell 1o en!hﬂtng Jinrd

:-d Mrdhha:d in haem-v.mw aby jq
with the i imagery o

ehilidhood wn:’qt”a the bmmm
elurch hernelf, hearing the wander-
ful munie, and sening the lights and

fowirs. ‘tho mmw flled hir w-ka

ing
dreama qlm ,au,
awoku with the sun of

m emiled agal s true,” sh
head @ mue shake to send the tears %
ﬂ:mq. Eglll C
“It's xo—s0 nice,” she answered,
reverently, “Aren't you glad the liliés
tell about Jesus?™ I
The lady did not auswer her in| the |

story was being told again and again [ words,
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