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The Christmas Tree Loomed Before Them.

the chilldren in the town and that he
would on the great day give a dinner
1o the people.

‘bezan his preparations.
‘biggest ball in the place, had an {m-
angnsa evergroen tree set up ln It, and
‘hired carpenters to fill it with long
jtables. The people could hardly be:
Uleve that their eyes did not decelve
fthem when they saw him getting
Rhings ready.

He made many mysterious visits to
fAhe grest tity in which the Jonesburg
rehants bought thelr goods, and he

JmI¥nyd retarned bearing many boxes
4 mnd Sometimes they were
445 big or too numerous to be carried
i’hy him, wnd he hired expressmen to
take them to the hall, while the people
stood on the sidewalks and made re-
greiful remarks about the way they
had wronged Mr. Bradshaw, or insist-
od 1hat they had suspected all along
‘that beneath a stern exterfor he pos
sessed & Kind hoart.
Alier (he tree and the tables had

He explained that he wantad every one
0 be surprised. He esrried the boxes
and puckages up the stalrs alone, and

talned, so that nobody could see from
the outside what was belng doue
within,

On the day before Christmas the
Jast nssignment of Nicholas Brad
shaw's boxes and packages arrived
from the city. There was & wagon-
Joad of them, and the excitement of
the peopla ns they saw them being
transferred from the rallway station
o the hall where the feast was to be
held becamo intense. OlA Niek saw
the wonder in the faces of the citizens,
and he smiled with keen satisfaction.
The day was very cold, but he appar-
ently was oblivions of the fact. The
people sald It was the warmth of his
heart that kept him from feeling the
Yita of the icy winds.
Christmas day dawned clear, and
the town was astir earller than usual
Expectancy was op tiptos. The hall
was 1o bo opéned at 13:30 sharp, no
that people who wished (o go to chureh
could do %o and still be in time for the
beglnning of the ceromonies over
which Old Nick was to preside.

The crowd began to amsembls an
Jiour befors the time set for the open-
1ng of the doors, People danced on the
sidewalk, slapped their hands agatost

been #et up nobody but Old Nick him
self wis permlitted to enter the hall. |

the plates, and there were many vases
with brightcolored flowers. -
But it was quickly discovered that
the turkeys were made of papler-
mache, such as are used In makebe-
llove banguets on (he stage; the cakes
were nothing but painted blocks of
wood, the wineglasses contained only
vinegar, and the flowers were artificlal.
When the packages that had been cut
from the tree were opened they were
found to be filled with sawdust, except
that In each of them was a slip of
paper such as Iny beside each of the

Three Weeka, of Merrymaking.
unigue customs are practiced

and Christmas belng largely devoted
to joyful family and friendly relations.
The Swedes and Norwegians of Amer-
fea, Who are able to visit thelr native
land, always plan to do so at the
Christmas season, for it Is ome of
the greatest joys to bo at home In
time for the heartfelt greeting of
"Glaedelig Jul."—Brooklyn Eagle.

Making Him Work.

Mrs, Carrie Chapman Catt, the pres-
ident of the Woman Suffrage associa-
tion, was citing diplomatic ways of
making children work.

“A Chicago lady," she sald, “hns 8
little boy who hates to practice writ-
Ing: Last fall she told me that In this
matter of wriling she could do noth-
ing with the lad. But In December,
when I met her again, she said, com-
placently:

“‘Well, Harry spends quite two
hours & day now at his writing reg-
ularly.*

“’How In the world' said T, ‘dld
you bring this miracls to passt

“The woman winked slightly.

I told him,’ she sald, ‘to make out,
in his very best hand, a list of every-
thing he wanted for Christmas, and
he has been at it ever since!"™

Sure Thing.

A man doesn't know how many ways
there are to be buncoed until he ex-
changes Christmas presents with a
lat of his young lady friends.—Bir-
mingham Newn.
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The Best Wishes |
of the Seasolie =

Ing and none other's—to all of these,
51 Mherry @hristmas and
H Fappy Dew Veary
toom and Young, with the years

behind and the years ahead,

gavetoall the ages A spidt that has
made them one; to Young and Old,
treading with gladness theac lighted
paths, even h not always
knowing whence the Light comes —
1o all,
A Murry Christmas and
H Fappy New Veart
~ VotA's Comepanion,

Japanese Santa Claus.

drén ix namod Kotle. He fa always
plotured with a big sack, which is sald
ta contalnh prosents for the good chil-
dren. When Kotle wishes to cross a
river he uses thix sack an a boat. He
1& bolleved to have ayes in the back of
hix hiead to watch the lttlo ones, and
has various other qualities which re-
mind ux of our Santa Claus

The “Christmas Pye

A "Christmas pye” of the olden

Uimes was an immeuse and expensive

aftulr. At one time it was compound-

«d of flesh, Nk and tawl, and the crust
Eoglish

Wwas oallsd @ “cofia” In old
booka

The patron saint of Japansse chil. |}

istmas
Olden Times

By Sir Waiter Seott
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And smutted oheeks the visors made;
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FESTIVAL OF THE NATIVITY.

Was Observed at Very Early Time in
History of Church.

The festival of Christmna was ob-
served at a very ecarly period [n the
ghurch, as Indeed it could hardly but
Te; for that which brought the joy of
angels within reach of men's ears
could not but have been devoutly and
Joyously remembered by Christians,
year by year, when they came fully to
understand the greatness of the event
It1s most fit that the season so marked
out by angels by songs of joy, such as
had not been heard on earth since the
creation, should also be ctserved as a
time of festive gladness by the church,
and In the social Iife of Christinns.
Christ Himself instituted this festival
when He sanctlfied the day by then
first reveallng His human nature to
the eyes of mankind. The holy angels
witnessed (o Its separation forever as

a day of days, when they proclalmed [
populous’ valley holding in its 1ap | home by prociaiming the unity, sanc- | A womsn can kesp a secret If no-
ﬁ'ﬁ:'ﬁ:&";‘ S ""’t":“‘_'l“ God| ghining towns and citics, and trom the | ity and the indisolublity of mar | body cares whether she does or not.
Saccest ikt M’ i “m"’ l“' on 2f | mount we look down across the career | riage. The wife 1s no langor the slave, —_———
n the virginborn| o yegus, bright with parables, spark- | but the partner of her husband; she |1‘u,‘p-|u and Wool.
ull val

Jesus, and the peace that was brought
among men on earth through the re-
wunion of their nature to God.

1t is to the nativity of our Lord that
all the pages of the Bible polnt as the
conter on which everything there re-
corded turns.

Sweetest and Happiest Day.

Christmas, the sweetest and hap-
plest day of all sensons, the day when
the Prince of Peaco entered upon the
walks of men to shape anew the des-
tinles of the race, the day sot aside for
giving and recelving of gifts, draws
near, and the merriment and joy sug-
gested In the Jingle of Kris Kringle's
sleligh bells already pervade the at-
mosphere, and agaln is echoed the
glad song the angels sang over sleep-
ing Bethlehem, “Peace on earth, good
will toward men*

@etucies Ago

Alfred Domelt

CHRIST AS A YOUNG MAN.

From Paloting by Hohll-l

The World's SMost Heroic
Figure.

By A, Newell Dieight 118,

Blessings to the World in
Christ’s Birth.

By James Cantinal Gibbons.

OME Ublographies of heroes

are long, and yet they leave

S the central figure 3 vAague
and shadowy form. The me-
morabilia of Jesus are short.

and yet we know him as we
know n familiar friend of yesterday.
From his features nat one line is lack-
fug, His flower like childhood, the
purity of his youth, the majesty and
beauty of his fucreasing manhood, the
atmosphere of character that he car-
ried—all, all are fully known. Stand-
Ing on the hilltop, we look down upon

ling with deeds of mercy, glorous with
wonder words and works, Once none
s0 litle but that Jesus was less In
honor; now, none %o exalted as singer,
sclentist, reformer, artist, poet, but
that he seeks to borrow new fame by
linking his name with one whose star
has climbed zenlthward lato & solitary
pre-eminence.

In the republic every citizen Ia one
eighty-millionth of & king. In the civ-
flization of today every leader who
has conquered the love of the genera:
tlon he has served is one fraction of
the Christ life, and has borrowed his
inspiration and ideal from the carpen-
ters Son. More wonderful than all
else 1s his unfolding perfection. In
genernl perfection means tho purga-
tion of imperfections. Slowly some
Thorwaldsen rubs off a speck of mar-
ble dust here and sandpapers the ml
nute roughness there. Slowly, with
hore a stroke and there a stroke, the
artist carrios his canvas toward Ideal
beauty. With Infinite erasures and In-
terlineations the poet polishes his per-
fect verse, Suceess s the residuum
left after a thousand artistic fallures.

With God 1t Is otherwise. Al his
aweetbriar has to do s to unroll. So
1t was with Jesus. He unfolded each
faculty as & rose its petals. Lo, there
was nothing to be added, and nothing
to be taken nway, And yet he graw
in wisdom. By esperience, by work,
by travel, and conversation he gath.
ared knowledge about the flelds, the
woods, the sea, the sky, about men,
tools and events. Also, what we never
would have dared to gay the word of
God gays. His memorabllin declare—
he “grew In favor with God" God's
confidence and love were Increasing
events, marching steadily townrd the
dsy when the voice was heard whis-
pering, “Thou art my Belaved Son, In

UR SAVIOR came down from
O heaven to shed light on that
{llimitable world which lles
beyond the tomb, and to re-
venl to us & new lifa which
beging with death, He uss
made known to us our origin and des-
tiny and the means of atfaining it
He has brought not only 1Ight to our
Inteliects, but also peace to our hearts,
that peace which springs from the
knowledge of the truth and the hope
ot the cternal life.
He has given benediction to the

15 no longer & tenint at will, but the
migtress of her household; she is no
longer confronted by a usurping rival,
but she is the undisputed quéen of the
domestic kingdom.

The aged poor are no longer at the
mercy of heartless masters, They are
not cast asldo like & worn-out machine.
Thair life {s sacred like that of Ine
fants, and they are comfortably pro-
vided for in Institutions now spread
throughout Christendom.

The tender and compassionate spirit
of Christ hins caused orphan asylums
and hospltals to spring up and bloom
in every land. There s no phase of
human misery and suffering that does
not find solacs and relfef In these es
tablishments,

Human slavery has, at last, melted
away before the effulgent rays of the
gospel. To borrow with a slight para-
phrase the words of & distingnished
writer, we can say with truth that
n sleve stands redecmed, regenerated
and disenthralled as soon as he plants
his foot on the sacred soll of Christen-
dom.

The gospel proclaims the dignity of
labor. Judged by its standard, eyery
honest employment s honorable, how
menial soever it may bo.

Ohristianity has bieen a peacemaker
to the natlons. By her beneficent Ine
fluence she han made wars far less
frequent than they used to be under
pagan reglme.

Let us not grow weary of the salu-
tary restraints of Christian Iife. Let
us not cast wistful glanees toward
Bgypt, from whose bonds we have
been resoued, nor long for Its flesh.
pots. Let us glory In our Chrlstian
heritage; and, above all, let us not
be gullty of the mockery of leading
pogan lives while makin,
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