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on the dressing-t
*of the room.  She was gone lesa than

} |
(John Sweeney, for

e e A et
Ago won & reputation 0o )t th
Atlantic He became connected with the
Engliah police wien quite young
anon earned u transfer to the Burcan
Criminal tion  wl

s asalgns v
more 4s an example of the metho
English detectives than bs &
ctor Sweeney's indi-

v,

saufed I composite form,

dewonstrate that Sherlock Holmes bas
Il peatorypes In Teal life among the pro-
fessional police of Great Britaln)

Sir Willlam and Lady Hart had the
reputation of being the most hospit-
abla pair in all of Great Britain—and
tha? is saying a good deal. They had
a heautiful country seat jnst outside
of )london where they entertained on
a palatial scale.

('n the occasion to which the pres-
en* story refers Sir William and Lady

zave a particularly elaborate af-

It was a seven-day house party
ceneluding with u brilliant ball. There
were some 40 guests in all, and four
of thew at least were related to the
rozal fandiss

On the evening of vhe final day—it
ntist have been a Friday—there was

the preparations for

tb» ball. No oné was more excited
tran Lady Hurt herself And well
ht she be, for on that cecasion she

r for the first time a magz-

th> Hart gems.

al the pieasure of seeing ths

old family heirlooms need not be told
e and eostly.

My lady had been busily engaged in

her houdoir with her matd for over

an hour. She was all ready for the

table re to be festened in

= The clock on
the juautel pealed out seven silvery
Lady Hart looked at her

mald. She was a compassionate wom
an. She said: ,

child, you look thoroughly ex-

. I'm through with you for
the present. [ can attach the jewels
to my dress without your atd- ;
your room and rest and report to me
Agzain at midnight.”

The zirl thanked her mistress and
lefi the room. Lady Hart gave &
final survey of herself in the long
pier mirror, It was satisfactors. But
the feminine desire to get the juds
ment of some one else took possess
sfon of her mind. She picked up the
Jewels and was about to put them on.
The large one was magnificently beau.
tiful. It was a great tuby sur-
mounted with a glittering framework
of the purest dlamonds, Two others,
in the forms of crescents, were pure
pearls.  Altogether thyy represented
a modest fortune. Lwdy Hart hesl-
tsted for a moment, She wanted to
kuow what another woman would
think of fier Parisian gown by ltselt—

sears an In-

bife as “Scot-

hibite of q

from gross stupldity

dignation. 'l;haznnl: e
es| )

‘been e ryme%
Lady Hart's room abont the of|
the robbery. A )
“Who s John Martin?" quickly |
queried the detective.
“He is the valet and attendant
Sir  Archibald Hunter,” replied
host.
“He must be the man!"
Sir Willlam smiled sarcasticalls
only one flaw in thal

Sir Archibald and his attendant
letf yesterday. I forgot to mention |
that when we were going over the
list of the guests”

“How can we prove that?"

“It don't have to be proven. It's
a fact. I accompanied Sir Archibald
1o his carriage and saw him drive off,
and his man was with him."*

“That's too bad.*

The host smiled

“I think it's good—for Sir Archi-
bald's man"

After some further talk Sir Wil
llam and the detective ‘took a walk
about the premises and made an ex-
amination of locks and bolts, They
strolled into the grounds and inter-
viewed the two gatekeepers. The
zatekeeper at the south entrance
sald one of the servants had brought
him a message that no one was to be
permitted to leave the house that
night. The servant, whom he did not
recognize, then volunteered to stay on
enard until he—the south gate-keep-
er—should go and give similar in-
structions to the gate-keeper at the
north entrance. He was gone but a
few minutes, but on his return the
servant was nowhere to be seen.

Detective Sweeney let out an ex-
clamation of impatience.

“What's the matter?" asked the
host. =

“This man had no right to leaye his
post. Don't you see that a regiment
of thieves could escape while he was
away?" r

“But my dear sir,” replied Sir Wil-
lam, “don't you understand that the
servant remained here while the man
went to warn the other gate-keeper?”

“And was gone when he returned.

“Oh,” sald the baronet, easily, “T
don’t attach any significance to that
Simply the dereliction of a careless
servant. I doubt whether anyone has
left the premises to-night”

“Then one of your suests must be

lty,” retorted the detective quickly.

“Stop—stop at that,” was theangry
retort; it you find it necessary to sus.
pect my guests your work shall stop
at once.

ey
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He had

: a
1 propose that the credentlals of
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e
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