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A historical 6verview

negative note, however,
inability to produce

In this, our Heritage edition of
the Plne City Pioneer, we have
attem;

Czechs, the Germans,
Danes, the Finns and the Irish.
To do a complete history of the
contributions ancestors of all
these families made would take
years. Once compiled it would be
bound in' a volume so large it
would never find a place in the

101 years:
A milestone

Saddant eoaliaa

, We were in
a war between the states, and
Minnesota, in the midst of the
Civil War, suddenly found itself
with a bloody Indian war within
its own borders.

The railroad

When the Civil War ended the

papjlhtmn of Pine County was
down to 64. Chengwatana was
destined to be the county seat
until the city fathers made the
mistake of setting the price too
high on property they deemed
indispensible to the railway
company.
As a result the railroad
company moved to a town that
was just developing on the west
side of Cross Lake and built their
junction at Pine City rather than
at Chengwatana.

In 1872 the county seat was
moved to Pine City and the
people followed.

‘Within the next 10 years the
mnew village grew, offering jobs
in a shingle mill, a stave factory,
two hotels, two general stores, a
school house and several saw

Pme City's growth and

and taterv it
whnwumnpntafthathstory,
webelievewehvetueeeededm

e

ohl.lthoeemggedpmneetswhu
helped make Pine City what it is

A Includedmthwodiﬁnn you
wﬂlmdlboutm:he history of
Pine City. It is story of men
and women who dreamed the
who had the

They are‘the people who helped
to build a new country that would
change the world.
Pine Gonnty was officially
on March

in the early years was
very dependent on the lumber
industry. Situated as it was just
north of the big woods of hard
nmberwhmhwveredthelower
Mississippi and St. Croix valleys
andatﬂmsouthernedgeofthe
great pine forests, Pine City
ﬁwndxtselfinnnidullouhon
with access to a sizeable river
that wound its way southward for
50 miles through some of the
best pine stands in the state.
The rapid changes that were to
be the 20th Cent\u'y were
forecast in the

THE OLD CITY HALL AND COURTHOUSE in Pine City. Picture contributed by Ruth Ludwig,

growing, industrious
munity.

Lumberjacks had to move on
or switch their occupation to
farming, which is just exactly
what many of them did.

Barn rmsmgs became common

com-

tions as the land proved it could
support farms once the pine
stumps were removed.

During these years the village
of Pine City grew. There were
new names and new busmess
75 e i
each year. There were men who
had started out in Pine City as
lowly wage earners who soon

profession or busi
entrepenuers. They were all
willing to hold public office if
that seemed to be the best way to
serve their families, their
neighbors and their own
ambitions.

Founding fathers

Men like J. Adam Bede, who
became a national figure when
serving in the U.S. Congress,
was one of them. Another was
John Y. Breckenridge, who, with
the help of his wife, established
the famous Breckenridge Drug
Store and held about every
village office at the time.

Julius Dosey, the Prussian
timber estimator, was a promi-
ent figure and served as mayor
19 times. His daughter, Esther,
still lives in Pine City in the
fnflﬁly home he built at the turn
ol e century

Douglas Greeley, son of the
Chengwatana dam builder, was
an early county auditor and bank
official and Frederick Hodge
served in the state Senate and

lllBQOiand 1900. It was the~
appiest maat pmspmus(
aniﬁngd of them all. It is
no wonder thlt even today we
refer to that time as the Gay
Nineties.

It became obvious to many
Tine City citizens that they
“have to meet challe:

by the new decade. This-

to meet such change, the

. tesit of

er as a

dent of the county
aehools

W.H. Hamlin, farmer, teach-
er, emmtysurveyor.wunhe man
Pine Clty turned to when
leadership in any good cause was
needed. James Hurley ‘was 8
business leader, community
‘builder and leader of Pine City's
outstanding baseball team
known locally as Hurley's

A.R.W. Olson edited the Pine
City Poker and kept his readers
appraised of what was going on

- Continued next page
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