 FOURTH GENERATION | STEVENS CENTENNIAL FARM
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The sawuill was located on the Harold Baum property and in
the spring, Uesorge Stevens bhought SO acres in the same area.
Eventually he bought another 100 acres to join his original 80
and later 200 acres on ancther farm, Today, one hundred years
later "Skip' Scevens farms 246 acres of ths original farm that was
recorded in .19 county courthouse on June 28, 1879.

Skip's 10b is sinple couvared to that of his great grandfather,
The land was roeavily wooded one huandred years ago and before
they could »low a single furrow the picneer family had to put in
long, hard Loabor hours cutting trees, grubbing out stumps and
picking rociz,

Brvin rans Sre sald, "rfaunls sften wondered why the pioneers
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heavy they ::- {0 zaze a large clsaring around the buildings so some

Uxen wora used for all she hosavy 'hores around the farm,
"Grandpa roisd hls own oxen and trasinac them to work in teams
when they s202 zalvas?, Stevens 7, sald, YHany stumps were pulled
-OMb DYy a good Team. Teday a 5ig oV can clear 1O acres of land
in no tdme atullY, he added,

Potateas and hay were ths primary crops in the newly grubbed
out moll. hs wood was plled for Tuel, thas potatoes and hay served
as winter ruods for familya and livestockz, The first water supply
gn the 3 farn was an open well with a bucket, An indaitatian
in the grouw. i where the well was located is still visible.
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Georza L Stevens was attached to his land and as kc A@qﬂrﬁd :
 more he envisioned his sons as his neighbors. When they W to
manhood and married, George split the acreage betﬂ«m M m
sons received 90 acres oaoh and one received 160 mm it was

not comsidered the quality of land on the other two tm f&rﬁ
acres were rotainesd for pasture. IDach son built a set ef hﬁﬁwss
on his property.

Ervin Sr. cald, "Some of the land was swampy and haﬁ& te get
into but during the depression thatl lowland saved our m. We went
in with a sythe, cut the hay and hauled it out by hamd". i
recalled another time when the farm was im danger. "Im 1912 times
were so touzh the trees were cut 30 cattle could eat the leaves'.

The original farm was not surveyad when George Stevens bought
it 108 years ago. FPeople just stopped things off and divided it up.
The house w#as built on what appeared to de the moet desirable spot.
feare later when the land was finally surveyed it was dimm that
part of the house Was on the neighbors propertye "M& had to
puy that ¢O to save his house", Ervin Sr. laughed.

The neighbor was squally unsure of the sroperty line fer he
piled all of his rocks \fm the stevens lamd. "I was M’Elmring
rock frow that plle as late as 1046%, Lrvin SPe aa:ﬁd; :

wOrandpa helped start the first creagery in m M né :
was treasurer on the Board”, he sald. "It really Wﬁt!bﬂmfmﬁ 6

have to vote to glose that creamery.

Ervin Stevens Sr. felt it was important M ;«W aver

urged hin to stay ex ‘the farm and yet four gmﬁm : Mwa

have dacided they prefer farming although thay were trainei for
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. Brvin Stevens 5re is a member of the mmrs and carpem;ez-s
| tmiens m& mﬂm& ;t tkéa& efore k'}fﬁﬂc farming. “Mp"
follm& ’é&w advlé& of iail"‘ ﬁi& m off the farm for

| a;vhilc. ﬁ&en he m&uﬁd*i ‘he enrolled in a
a1 Deslorship and lived

other oc:emﬁms. It was Ervin 3:'., w&" kis wife Nancy who declded
they would :tiiw to carry on the tui.lr tradition and farn the land.
AL ﬂ;ﬂt it was fun to leave kau but I ﬂms enjoyed farming",
Skd.p Ba‘l.d. W¥hen the first of thelir three gong arrived Skip and
”Qanc;t am-iwa:.y mnss.ém& mg back tﬂ the farm, It was a hard
. & ke but op winfld.}*mﬁt pegret, They are

2 m ﬂw graves of an sunt
one “#ho m ever lived on

; uﬂ‘, he said. "I

&1‘ their l&ard work. ¥No
'ﬁﬂ‘& they were

; . é‘lﬁl’ﬁ&g for themselvoBe

They were indepené@it";



