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Begimming of Farming in Movthern Misnesobta and Wisconsin
The firet fTarming was done by the traders and missiconaries.

Their beginmming of farming was no different than the first ploneer
Farmivg.

Land was firet cleared of the trees, which were usad For the
buildings. The trees wers cut inlo Lo e Inkas @
framework and the crevices ware filled with clay inside and out. Some
had stone firéplaces and were pariitionsed into twoe or bhire?2 rooms or a
roatt Floors were made of vrnlaned wond or dirt ing hued on
four sides with a broad ayve and were sawed by hand. vy Talber yvears.,
work was dons ab the sawmill.
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Log homes were a common sight until 1200,  then frame homes were
made of rough lumbsr. Most of them were nolt plas i e Barns
replaced the log barn,
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Clearing . land for cultivation was hard work.
stones had to be removed by first "grubbing” away the gr
roots and chopping the roots. Brush, wood. and rothten lod
«wann the more stubborn stumps Lo buwrn in whate : it easier
for a team to pull cut the remasining sbtump. _ the stump
would remain in the clearing field for one ar twe years to rot. Large
stones would also be piled with the wood and bruch, =tao Tos BurEy.
After the pile burned down the remaining ashes would be ralind away ared
a pail of cold water would be thrown on the stones, cavsing them to
crack into small pieces. After cooling down, the pieces of stone.
would be removed and used for buildings o fance

Flowing or breaking the new land was dons by hand plows pulled by
corn, cats, and millet were the
led by hand or horse, marked  the
apart . The
hebwean the

a team of horses or oxen. Fotatoes
main Crops. Handmade mavbkers SN

rows for the potatoes which werve dropped 12 or 195 inch
potatoes were covered by hand or a hiller drawn by a ho
rows, partly covering two rows abt one time. A hos was osed to
completely cover the potatzes by hand. . wWheat, or vye were
broadoast by hand and a spike—tooth dy ragged over the seads.
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Crﬁpﬁ were cut by hand in the begirming bul in later :vear% é
mower drawn by a team was used. Crops were gathevred with a bhand rake
or a dump-rake into piles and when dry were pitched by hand onto . a
WRGGH . Some was hauled inte a shed but mest was plled cutside In A
haystack, 3



The first pilonesr farmer,
depended on the rushes or swamp o
abundance in northern Minnescta and Wisco
the hottest and drvest pa ot the summer, the
of the swamp by hand to big oot . Sometie
location and hauled ocut when the aground frozes.!
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Loggers also denended on the ; RIS R For  winter
feed for their horses or oxen. indicate marsh  areas’ for
logging camps.) For almnst a huuU1Dd years (1800-122%5) men  depended
on the abundance of marsh araess,
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Open wells, dug by hand and dirawn by hand, wers a o
farms. Many times small garde shroved by wild
farmer's stock.
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Food and meat were dved. The pilonsers o J d oo wild game and
fish for much of their fuad. The few cattle ware Irnf for family use.
Cheese and butter, made at home in later veavs wera taben into Lown
and socld or traded at the store for sugs ih, ard coffes.

Cream was skimmed off by hand with beddle avd macdls iabo bubber,
Net evervone had a butter churn se or o p!'..l P B i 1arge Jar,
covered tightly., and shaken until the huotter soparatad from the milk.
The butter  was poured off slowly, placaed in 3 wooden bowl
water, and paddled with a wooden paddle. sl=)
it remained clear, was drained, and the until all
the water had been remocved. The bubtter was A alads and
stored in a cocl place. Over the summer months the batter and milk
were lowered in a bucket into the well,

cold
until

Fetatoes, carrots, and turnips, etc were kept iv the voot
cellar or in pits under the firenlace. £ mhfhxd used  for etoring
salted moat was to place the mesat iv a barval, th2 outside of which
was lined with straw or reede, and place the barrel in & pit. A heavy
cover was placed over the barrel which e then covered with hruﬁh i
Treecls This dugout ‘was built in the cood O 1N AT AreR awWay
firam sunlight.

Settlements of the same nationalitv farmed commmities ia which
everyone helped each other with clearing and building. Togwkher thev
built scheools, churches, and reads. They worksd long hours fraom
morning to dusk for a very small plot of land,

Many pionzer farmers had a lonely grave for their loved nok
far from their homes. He chose this spot as the most beacktiful and
restful spot on his farm. :



The greatest needs of a farmer were his axe, orub hoe, plow, and
a harse or team., With these toocls be clesred and toilsd on his land,
thanking God for all His blessings unto him and his family.

wauld make

During the  winter wmonths the fTarmer =nd his
furniture. Hizs wife and daunhters would mabe aguill spin wool, and
make mittens, steckings, snd candle In later vears, during the
winter months the farmer would wooek the leaging camps while his
wife and children worked theiv small talling zare. ot the stock
which consisted of three or four cow 2 AM ., a few chickens., and
some Roags, In March, the farmev pay which
would be about $30 or %40 a month. This helped to pay for their farm,
cloethima, and improvemsnts. Hhen She farmer vebuwensd from camp, he
brought not only his pay but alsce lice. : vy bie homs, he
had to teke a holt bath cut an the shed clathing in hot
Eerosens water ocoubtdocrs to boil,

retirmad with his winter

The old practice was to farm the land until it was worn out or
give 1t up to new land. Mirmesota wheat wss the chisf crop without
any strong rival but it drew from the soil without aiving anvthing
back to the scil. So, the farm=v b e votate his crops.
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In the old days, the farmer

which sars were the best {for

and  within each sgusre the farm

@sar. EBach sguare and ear was numbers

at both ends, sceked for 15 mirnutes in

the sun. At her fFive davs, the clath was towoellead

number of the sguares and ears, the kernelz with the

chosan for the next planting.
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1y bengan in Minossota bafore
invertted in Sweden
By TR -k

Dairy farming.as an indusbey
the early 1880s. The Del.avel cream 35« a
in ¥877 and Mr. J. J. Hill had one on his farm in
was used commonly on most farms.

After the Babccock test had been developed, wmilk was ne  longer
Judged by auantiby but by butter fat content. The _ zaparaber and
the Babcock test put dairving on a scientific basis and farmers beagan
to strive for bebiter and larger farm

Many trades and inventions were introduced by tha fovelgners.,
For examolia, the Swiss settlers introduced chesse made on their farms
by hand. The Danes plaved a great part in the lopment of  the
daivy industiry. We can be grateful to those hard-working foreioners
for the gifts they brought with them B native gountrie
Hardy men and  women. survived all b and =srived for
improvemsnts.,
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Due to cooperabtive ocreama2ries in 3
leading state in butter praduction. The cooperaeli
butter faoctory i thesstate was establishedan: M 7 s S S 1 ke S Uy
1821, the first dairy school in bthe world w mpenad at the University
of HWHisconsin. A few. veesrs later, the hoeol of  Aoriculiore  was
established at the Universibty of Mi which the pewest oethod
of  butter making was taoaaht. o : uyveved  Minnesota
creamsries and found them badly manaced in Fresborn County, Lhees
Frofessor found Clark Grove, run 1 gettlers who
had learned the success of dairving, bto b zsful (Askov in
1900 Fartridge?. In thoze (ST G o A largely a hame industry
product which resulted In poor
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Later, private creameries verds : : The first creamervies
were located in the southern part of the state, moving later to the
central and western part of the state, and finallv to the neorthern
part. For many vears, creamevies depended on sawmills and the logging
industry for their existence. Ofter the ssumills closed down disaster
was predicted and, in desperation, farming hegan in the northern and
eastern parts of the stabte. Farmars no lay dependsd  on their
livelihoods frem loagging camps and turned completely b farming.
Machinary replaced the old wa :

Vech .
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