CHAPTER V

MINNESOTA AND THE FIRST WORLD WAR

In the years following the Spanish-American War, Europe was
an armed camp, and the world stood coastantly on the brink of
war. In America, again unprepared for armed conflict, the “‘boys
in blue and gray’’ had become men in olive drab.

The United States at first stood clear of the tension in Europe,
but the war with Spain had shown the need for a larger, better-
trained and equipped armed force. In 1900, the regular amy's -
size was increased to 100,000 troops and the federal appropriation
for the militia was raised to $1,000,000. Minnesota's allotment
was 315,527.02. >

In 1903 the Dick Bill was passed distingnishing between
organized and unorganized militia and recognizing the National
Guards of the various states as a federal force. They were to be
organized, armed and disciplined within five years in the same -
manner as the regular army. The states were to train and appoint
officers. Regular army officers were to be detailed to the state
units as inspector-instructors. Under a second bill passed in
1908, federal aid was increased to-3$2,000,000. Both measures -
were the result of work by Charles Dick, United States senator
from QOhio, a major general of the Qhio National Guard and a -
veteran of the Spanish-American War.

The plan did not provide for a balanced organization of Guard
units containingthe correctproportion of infantry, artillery, caval-
ry, engineers and others.

Between 1908 and 1916, the First Battalion of Artillery was
increased by several batteries and renamed the First Artillery
Regiment. Thus the Minnesota National Guard consisted of three
regiments of infantry and one of artillery.

In 1913, the legislature passed an act providing for armories.
City and state were to share equally in construction. Cost was
not to exceed $15,000 for each armory. Companies had been
drilling in basements, city halls, dance halls, store buildings.
Now 16 armories were built throughout the state.

A Naval Militia had existed in a number of states, and the
Dick Bill of 1903 which gave federal aid and status for National
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Guard uvaits withia the states also made it possible for the feder-
al governmeant to loan ships, equipment, supplies and arms to the
states which had Naval Militia.

The Minnesota Naval Militia was organized at Duluth the same
year. First training ship assigned to Minnesota was the U. 8. S.
Gopher, formerly the U. S. S. Fern, the second ship of that name.
She was a two-masted schooner launched at New York in 1871
and commissioned in 1891. With her name changed to Gopher,
she was taken 1o Detroit in 1906 and turned over to the Minnesota
Naval Militia who sailed her to Duluth. She served as the mi-
litia’s training ship until 1917. During those years the Gopher
carried the men on memorable training cruises.

In 1910 a total of 155 officers and men (91 per cent of the
membership of the Minnesota organization) took part in the annual
15-day training cruise. The Gopher joined other training ships of
the Great Lakes Squadron at Thunder Bay, then proceeded via
Port Huron, Lake St. Clair and Lake Erie to Buffalo, Cleveland,
Detroit and back to Port Huron for the annual inspection by the
United States Navy's board of inspectors. ' ‘

One report states the cruise ‘‘offered wnusual opportunities
for navigation, both coasting and deep sea, for signal drills,
targel practice, man-overboard drills and competition, ship

-~ handling and emergency drills."”’

That year the Gopher cruised 3,705 miles on seven training
missions. A year or so later the militia men were called to duty

- during a forest fire at Grand Marais. The town was surrounded by

fire, and the training ship manned by the Duluth divisions car-

- ried supplies and fire fighters, helped battle the flames and

stood by to evacuate the population.
In 1514 a revised Naval Militia Act was passed by congress

~providing for the organizing, equipping, arming and training of

the Naval Militia by the federal government so it could be called
into service in time of war.

In 1915, new divisions (roughly equivalent to companies)
were mustered in 2t Bemidji, Crosby and Lindstrom. By 1916 the
“militia had four divisions.

It became apparent in 1916 that the United States would be
drawn into the war in Europe and, with preparedness now the
watchword, the National Defense Act was passed in June. The
Navy Department gave the Naval Militia the status of Naval
Volunteers. Four more divisions-were organized and by January

of 1917, the Minnesota Volunteers had 28 officers and 511 en-
listed men.
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in France was not at first apparent to the government; the
earliest, as well as the only really urgent, call came to the
naval militia as a force auxiliary to the navy in the exigent
work of protecting American coasts and commerce against
the new marauders of the sea. '

The Minnesota Naval Militia was a comparatively new
organization, drawn for the most part from Duluth and other
communities around Lake Superior. Before the war the
people of other parts of the state were scarcely aware that
such a2n organization existed and it is doubtful whether the
fact ever became generally known, so promptly were the
militiamen whisked away to the scenes of action and scattered
among widely separated posts of duty.

Organized at Duluth in 1903 as the result of a local move-
ment started during the Spanish-American War, the naval
militiz had become an established institution of considerable
merit® Its head and guiding spirit from the start was Com-
mander, later Captain, Guy A. Eaton of Duluth. The original
organization consisted of two divisions, roughly correspond-
ing to companies in the land forces, with a total of twelve
commissioned officers and eighty-three petty officers and en-
listed men. Two thirty-foot navy cutters and other equip-
ment were purchased with a fund of about twelve hundred
dollars, the first federal allotment, and in 1905 the U.S.S.
Fern, a steamer of 840 tons displacement, was renamed the
Gopher znd placed at the disposal of the local organization
for practice cruises on the Great Lakes. The state furnished
2 hundred rifles, but no financial aid for several years, and it
devolved upon the militiamen to provide their own uniforms,
build a boathouse, and supply other equipment. This they

did with the aid of citizens of Duluth at an original_ outlay
of about four thousand dollars.

3 The creation of the naval militia was authorized by state law the
year following the Spanish-American War. See Minnesota, General
Laws, 1809, p. 470481
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Regular drills, many short cruises on Lake Superior, and
occasional longer tours of duty on the Great Lakes served
to familiarize the men with some of the duties of a
man-of-war’s man and to arouse local interest in their or-
ganization. In the course of the first ten years two new di-
visions were organized, one at Duluth and the other at Pine
City, and in 1916, when preparedness became the watchword
of the hour, the number of divisions was increased to eight
by the organization of units at Bemidji, Crosby, Lindstrom,
and St. Paul. By January 1, 1917, the naval milita had
reached a strength of 28 officers and 511 enlisted men.*

That this force would in all probability be called out im-
mediately in the event of war with Germany became apparent
as early as June 15, 1916, when the navy department issued
elaborate instructions for a rapid mobilization of the naval
militia of the country in case of need. Commanding officers
at the several stations were instructed to have their units
as nearly ready for mobilization as possible at all times. Full
clothing and equipment allowances, providing everything
needful, apparently, except shoes and socks — with which
sailors, perhaps, might well dispense — were to be issued to
all officers and men. Every enlisted man was expected to
“have his bag packed and his hammock ready to leave ” and
officers were to be prepared to make prompt arrangements, in -
accordance with accompanying instructions, for the trans-
portation, subsistence, pay, and health of their men while
en route from the local stations to national rendezvous yet to
~ be designated.?

Another significant development was the inclusion in the
naval appropriation act of August 29, 1916, of a section de-
signed to circumvent the constitutional limitation upon fed-
eral use of state troops as it applied to the naval militia. This

4 Navy Department, Register of the Naval M:ilitw, 1917, p. 55.

5 \hmeographed “Instructions for the Mobilization of the Naval Mi-

litia” in the archives of the adjutant general of Minnesota; transcript
in the possession of the Minnesota Historical Society.
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provided for the creation of the National Naval Volunteers,
a force to be recruited by enlistment or draft from the mem-
bership of the naval militia organizations and used as occasion
demanded.® Presumably the militiamen would be given an
opportunity to enroll in this new force as volunteers in fact
as well as in name and this indeed proved to be the case,

- but for the time being the possibility of a draft remained.

The occasion for these preparations was first reaily brought
home to the militamen by the break with Germany early in
February, 1917. Despite optimistic reports of the readiness
of the Minnesota divisions, much, apparently, remained to
be done. The process of enrolling the militiamen as national
naval volunteers, though perhaps previously begun, had yet
to be completed. Recruiting would be necessary to bring
the units up to full strength and also to offset the loss of men
who might not volunteer or be accepted for federal service.
There remained the training of new men, the distribution
of belated consignments of equipment, and the final assem-
bling and packing of personal impedimenta. From available
accounts it might be inferred that the militiamen all stood
ready to volunteer for federal service; the three Duluth di-
visions were said to have taken the new oath “to 2 man”
and reports of the progress of enrollment at the outlying sta-
tions would seem to indicate a like unanimity of response
among the other divisions. Yet a shrinkage took place in
the transition from naval militia to national naval volunteers,
which could hardly have been wholly due to expirations of
enlistments and rejections on physical or professional grounds.

In the hope of offsetting these losses and of making a con-
siderable net gain in strength, the recruiting of men from
civil life was carried on continuously to the last- moment.
Efforts to increase the three Duluth divisions from an aver-
age of sixty to ninety men each took the form of appeals
made through recruiting details, newspaper articles, and slides

8 Statutes at Large, 39: 505-397.
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shown in the theaters. An exceptionally vigorous campaign
was carried on in St. Paul with the codperation of the St.
Paul Association, the Patriotic League, and other civic bodies.
Headquarters were maintained at the Old Capitol and branch
recruiting stations at the Golden Rule and in the old Mer-
chants National Bank Building. On two occasions the local
division paraded through the down-town streets and small
squads of militiamen, in flag-draped automobiles or trucks,
were frequently in evidence among the noon-hour throngs.
Similar campaigns, though perhaps more in the nature of
man-to-man solicitation, were carried on by the divisions lo-
cated in the smaller cities and towns. Marked success at-
tended some of these efforts, but the net result of it all was
a body of naval volunteers somewhat smaller in number than
the state force from which it sprang. ‘

On April 6, after two months of contmued last-minute
preparations and of suspense, came the declaration of war
and the immediate dispatch to the governors of all the states
of telegrams conveying the brief order, “ Mobilize Naval
Militia.” All the Minnesota divisions were assembled at
once at their respective local stations and within two days
seven of them, comprising 22 officers and 326 men, were con-
centrated at Duluth, where they were to entrain in a body for
the navy yard at. Philadelphia, the national rendezvous to
which they had been assigned. The divisions from Bemidji,
Crosby, Lindstrom, and Pine City were variously féted upon
their departure from the home towns and on the eighth, when
all seven divisions left for the East, Duluth staged the first
of those ceremonious, noisy, and heartbreaking last farewells
frarm tre geaple af Ainnesacs rat were to deconte <6 {amiﬁar

in the months following.

The St. Faul division, thoughi mobiized ar tie same Lie
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zs the others, was held at the local station for six weeks
fecavsze of cxawded conditians 2t the tendarvans &a whick &

‘n2d been assigned, the Umted States Wava) Training Station
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seven of them, comprising 22 officers and 326 men, were con-
centrated at Duluth, where they were to entrain in a body for
the navy yard at. Philadelphia, the national rendezvous to
which they had been assigned. The divisions from Bemidji,
Crosby, Lindstrom, and Pine City were variously féted upon
their departure from the home towns and on the eighth, when
all seven divisions left for the East, Duluth staged the first
of those ceremonious, noisy, and heartbreaking last farewells
from the people of Minnesota that were to become so familiar
in the months following.

The St. Paul division, though mobilized at the same time
as the others, was held at the local station for six weeks
because of crowded conditions at the rendezvous to which it
had been assigned, the United States Naval Training Station
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