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Grasston scho

by Julia Bates

A reunion does not mean much
to everybody. But for the pe-
ople who are involved itis a
way of invoking memories which
strengthen ties to people, places
and events,

The continued life of Grasston
school is in question, As class
sizes dwindle, the need for two
elementary buildings in the
Braham school system also
dwindles. Not wanting to wait
until the school closes down,
Grasston graduates haveorgan=
ized a reunion par excellence,

All classes that attended
Grasston High School from 1924
to 1945 are meeting in the
school on Saturday, June 15, to

" ‘remember when.”

Six people graduated in the
tirst class, 1924, including Paul
Carlson of Minneapolis, Beryl
Martin, Margaret Duganof Pay-
nesville, Helen Coteand Lucille
Swenson, who is now deceased.
Classes grew fto close to 40
by the 1940’s. In 1945, Grass=-
ton consolidated with Braham
and the high school was trans-
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ferred.

The Grasston building itself
was erected in 1903. At that
time, it was only an element-
ary school. Those who wished
a secondary education had to
leave home and travel as far
as Mora for a diploma. In
1919, an extension was addedto
the building and in 1920,Grass-
ton accepted its first high sc-
hool class,

Myrtle Telstad, a 1936 grad-
uate who remained in the area,
remembers the schoolas having
the standard four courses, Eng-
lish, history, science and math.
There were four high school
teachers with a class size of
12, For classes like physics
and chemistry, the junior and
senior classes were combined.

Some of the good times Mrs,
Telstad remembers were the
experiences in the smallclass-
es and the closeness of the
students. At one point, super-
intendent Harold Gustafson tau-
ght a science course. Most
high school teachers were re-
quired to have a four year
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Many came from Min-
nesota colleges such as Gus-
tavus Adolphus, Elementary
teachers had to hold at least
a two year certificate from
“normal’”’ training.

There was a tremendous
dropout rate, The class of 36
decreased from 36 students to
12, Perhaps, Mrs. Telstad
speculated, this was because
of a lack of vocational classes.
Typing didn’t appear until 1936
and there were no shop or
home economics courses, Lack
of family support mayalso have
played a part. Secondary lev-
els of education were still new
to the parents.

Of those who graduated, many
of the women went on to teach-
ing in the “one-roomers’’ that
sent their students ontoGrass-
ton, Other graduates left for
the Twin Cities for job training.
Farms were becoming larger
and automated, so there were
fewer jobs for young sons.
Graduates now are widely scat-
tered and are as far away as
Alaska and California.

gym before It goes anéaa

But all was notwork inGrass-
ton. The community was thriv-
ing, a railroad town on the line
between the Twin Cities and
Duluth, It was at Grasston
that people got off to reach
Pine City or Mora, both county
seats,

The old Rundquist building
held the bank, a dry goods store
and a confectionary. But up-
stairs was the magic room that
might hold a class playrehear-
sal Tuesday afternoon and 2
basketball game Friday night.
The upstairs was just big en-
ough for an official size court.
Spectators stood elbow to elbow
around the edge and occasion-
ally fended off players as they
raced towards a loose ball.

A stage took up one end and
each year junior and senior
class plays performed here,
The elementary school often
put on short operettas, Even
graduation was held there since
the school had no auditorium.
The building burned after the
consolidation with Braham,
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There was no football, Bas-
ketball and baseball were en-
ough, Grasston always played
larger schools and seldom had
a championship year. But the
kids, many from large famil-
ies, loved the competition.

The committee which is or-
ganizing the reunion is headed
by Bennie Anderson, 29, of
Des Moines, lowa, He and
the other members ask that
those wishing to attend send
their letters of reservation to
Mrs.f Helmer Carlson, Rt. 1,
Grasston,

Each person should enclose
$6.00 per person or $12.00
per couple, This is necessary
to cover the cateringof the meal
by a church group, correspon-
dence postage, and janitor ser-
vices, etc. 1f a graduate is
not able to attend, he or she
is encouraged to send a mess-
age and a snapshot of his or
her family, Others who attend-
ed Grasston, but who did not
graduate are invited to attend.

A response of 160 reserva-
tions hasalreadybeen received.

Perhaps by subtracting t
plans, the voters would hc:
Issue that many were asklr
There Is little doubt that t:
phy-ed facilities, especicf:é
phasis on girls athletics, k:
proposal Is a solution.
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