
Compiled By:

From Our Files:          

  

Gambles # 1 ....

In 1934 Karl Branvold was getting ready to open a 
Gamble store at approximately 655 3rd Avenue. 
That would be the building on the left in the 
photo below. We did a piece on this photo which 
you can read here.

jann.kline@gmail.com

Pine Poker
May 10, 1934

About 1929

The June 1934 Phone Book 
lists a Gamble Store with the 
phone number 259. It appears 
the store didn’t last long as it 
does not appear again.

https://www.pinecityhistory.com/lamberts.html
https://www.pinecityhistory.com/lamberts.html
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This photo shows a Gamble store located at 209 5th Street SE. 
It appears in the phone book from 1938 thru 1944. 

Photo courtesy ofArt Johnson family
Pine Poker

November 4, 1937

This ad from 1940 names Eddie Jackson 
as the owner but from a series of 1940 & 
1941 ads it appears Marvin Hinze was the 
manager.

Pine Poker Pioneer
November 4, 1937

Pine Poker Pioneer
November 27, 1941

Pine Poker Pioneer
April 25, 1940
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In 1945 Mel Kutzke started work on a 
building at approximately 534 6th 
Street S. It was to become a one stop 
Gamble store that included groceries.

This new Gamble Store opened in April 1947.

Pine Poker Pioneer
April 1947

Pine Poker Pioneer
December 6, 1945

The interior of  Mel Kutzke’s Gamble Store
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In the spring of 1949 Clair & Mabel 
Young bought Mel Kutzke and K.C. 
Whalen’ s interest in the Gamble store. 
The grocery section was separated 
from the hardware and soft goods . 

Pine Poker Pioneer
April 7, 1949

Photo courtesy of Jann Kline

Clair & Mabel Young
April 1949

Pine Poker Pioneer
April  14, 1949

The 1948 phonebook entry for the  Kutzke Gamble store
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The grand opening was celebrated 
with a double full page ad, along with 
free coffee & cake and a free gift to 
the first fifty customers.

Photo courtesy of Jann Kline

jann.kline@gmail.com

Clair & Mabel Young pictured with Don Fernlund
April 1949

Pine Poker Pioneer
April 28, 1949

A welcome from a competitor .

Pine Poker Pioneer
April 7, 1949
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The 1952 phone book lists Marvin 
Hinze as the owner.  

The 1959 phone book shows the 
Gambles is now located at 175 5th 
Street.

1952 Phone Book

1959 Phone Book

The 175 5th Street location in the Miller Block is where most people remember 
the Gamble store being located. It might be that Marvin Hinze moved the 
Gambles to this location earlier than 1959. We can’t tell from the phone book 
because they did not start listing street addresses until the late 50s. 1959 is the 
first phone book in our collection that lists addresses.
The Gamble store ceased to 
exist in the mid-seventies in 
Pine City. It is listed in the 
1974 phone book  but not in 
1977, which is the next one in 
our collection. 

A coffee scoop, given as a gift to customers. 

Date unknown
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