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Jonas Gray was born in Bakersfield, Vermont, July 10, 1850. He came
to Pine City before the railroad was through here. He married
Florence Wilcox on May 19, 1884. They had 5 sons.

Jonas M. Gray Florence A. Wilcox Gray

e A

Darwin Qutler Gray - 1885

Royal Jonas Gray - 1888

John Howard Gray - 1894

Earl Eugene Gray - 1896

Liorenzo A. Gray - 1900

Jonas Gray moved his family from A Chimney Fire,
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at the Wilcox farm where the family fire was turned in, and upon luvest
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The 1910 census lists Jonas Gray’s occupation as a rural mail carrier.
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Some time between 1910 and 1920 the family bought a home just
south of the Methodist Church at 530 8th St. SW.

PINE POKER

NOVEMEBER 18, 1920




Florence Wilcox Gray was born
November 10, 1862 in Sunrise in Chisago,
County. She was the second child born to
John D. and Sarah A. Wilcox.

John D. Wilcox Sarah A. Qlover Wilcox

RN

Webster Horace - 1861

Florence - 1862

Eugene A.- 1867

John D. - 1869

Grace - 1871
Sarah - 1877
Leland - 1884
Louise - 1884

FLORENCE GRAY &
FLORENCE GRAY & 2 SONS SISTER LOUISE

1922 1921

&u
5 Ctllfonh. ,loh H. aof ﬁm
’.'ui of Fairmont and Lo-
of Davenport,. Ia. Dar-
wiu and Eael were bere lor the
ﬁmtra!. the a‘l::r ‘?a:bhm
out of fown being 10
comse and John is il in the N
P hospieal at St Paul.  Ske is
also anlved by 2 Throthers,
Jolm D and ne Wilcox of
Pine City, asd 3 sisters, Mrs,
Gene  Rarnum  of _ Califareia,

Mrs. Albert and  Mrs.

PINE POKER
JANUARY 5, 1928




Darwin Cutler Gray was the first child born to
Jonas and Florence Wilcox Gray. Darwin, or
Darb as he was sometimes called, was born
August 15, 1885 in Taylors Falls. In 1893 the
family moved to Pine City. After leaving school,
he worked as a telegraph operator for the

railroad. In 1923 he married Neata Wise Gould.
He had no children.

DARWIN AND FLORENCE GRAY
1922

DARWIN GRAY 1922

NEATA & DARWIN
GRAY 1922

' noon in St, Joseph's
.blood clot on the heart, Mr

Darwin C. Gray
Died at Brainerd

Darwin C. Gray. 57, promin-
ent Brainerd realtor, lodge and
club member, and chairman of
the Crow Wing county Republi-
‘can committee, died Sundad

hospital,

Brainerd. Death was due O a

Gray, who was a brother of John
Gray of Pine City had under-
e an operation Oct. Tth,
eath coming suddenly and at
a time when he was belleved to
be recovering from his lliness.
Mr. and Mrs. John Gray had
been to Brainerd to se¢ him, re-
turning here Sunday
feeling that he was well on the
road to recovery.

Funeral services were held
from St. Paul's Episcopal church,
Brainerd, Tuesday at 10 a. m.
The remains were sent to Sun-
set Memorlal Park for crema-
tion. <

Mr. Gray was born in Taylors
Falls. Aug, 11, 1885, a son of the
late Jonas M. and Florence Wil-
cox Gray, When a small child
the family moved to Pine City,
where he attended and graduat-
ed from the local high school,
After leaving school he worked
for many years as a telegraph
operator for the Northern Paci-
i¢ railroad. He also served as
relief agent and tuvenn%udl-
tor for the Northern ifle,
during which time he made his
nhome in Duluth, After moving
to Brainerd, became & mem-
ber of the Gould and Gray real-
ty firm.

He was a member of the Ma-
sonic and LO.OF. lodges, Aad
Temple of the Shrine at Du-
luth: Brainerd Lions Club; trea
surer of the Brainerd Red
Chapter: treasurer of the Braln-
erd Defense Council and
gems!dem. of the Brainerd Cham-

r of Commerce.

Surviving are his widow. Mrs
Neata Gray; a brother John H
Gray of Pine City; two nlece
Betty Gray of Pine City and Vir
ginia of Minneapolis and a ne
phew, Audrey Gray of Colorado

Mr. and Mrs, John Gray.
Betty Gray, Mr. and Mrs.
bert Wilcox, John D. Wilcox
Mr. and Mrs, Emest Hinze.
and Wm. Voss of Pine Cit
and Mrs. Car] Wallace of Crom
w':u attended the funeral ser
vices. '
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Jonas and Florence Gray’s second son was Royal Jonas Gray, born January
25, 1888, in Taylors Falls. Royal suftered from Pott’s Disease, which is a
form of tuberculosis that affects the spine. In 1897 his parents went to St.
Paul, Minnesota seeking treatment for him. Royal was the first patient at
\ Gillette Children’s Hospital. You can hear his story

at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
=VmjZIBvwwKtU

—We are pleased to state tbﬁt
Jonas Gray’s little son Royal, who
has been a cripple for 50 many years,
Is now improving finely in St. Paul,
where he is being troated.  The lit-
tle fellow is as bappy as can be, M
will be home about Jnnmry m, u
well as can be. :

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
DECEMBER 3, 1897

The next mention of Royal is 1910 when
he took on a substitute rural mail job.

Royal Gray carried the mail T,ugs;‘
day, owing to the death of Mr. W. C. |
Stephen’s sister’s baby, whos funeral|
occured Tuesday.

ROYAL GRAY ABOUT 1899 PINE COUNTY PIONEER
FEBRUARY 4, 1910

ROYAL GRAY 1912



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmjZlBvvKtU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmjZlBvvKtU
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On September 12, 1916 Royal married
Mildred Russell of Virginia, Minnesota.
Royal worked as a taxi driver while living
in Virginia for about 8 years. Three
children were born.

Audrey - September 20, 1916

Betty Florence - November 18, 1918

Virgiinia Lillian - March 18, 1922

ROYAL & MILDRED GRAY
DATE UNKNOWN

ROYAL “BROWNIE” GRAY
1922

UDREY GRA
1922
“A TERROR TO SNAKES”

“SHAKING THE
TOUGH OUT OF
HIM.”

UNIDENTIFIED,
AUDREY GRAY,
BROWNIE GRAY

| -~ /
VIRGINIA GRAY
1922
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By 1930 Royal and Mildred were divorced. Royal  ROyAL 1. GRAY
was living in Pine City and working at the power DIED?LAST SATURDAY

company. Royal and Audrey were lodgers with Jerry 0 =oon L
and Josephine Collins on 3rd Ave. Betty and ;igfﬁ%%m.‘%‘.ﬁ

Virginia were also in Pine City, living with Edward S 08 St s
from heart trouble, and his con-
and Evelyn Hakes. dition grew steadily worse and

he was taken to the hospital late
In March of 1930 Royal |ui!
(“Brownie”) made plans to open
a restaurant.

PINE POKER
MARCH 13. 1930

The restaurant did well. Brownie even made plans to
enlarge it the following year.

S

BROWNIE'S CHICKEN
SHACK OPENS SATURDAY
Brownie Gray will open his
chicken shack for business
Saturday. The shack, which is
Jocated on the highway at the
south end of the bridge, has
been closed during the winter,
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PINE POKER

FEBRUARY 26, 1931

PINE POKER PIONEER
MAY 17, 1934

Brownie continued
to run the restaurant
until his death in

1934.

PINE POKER
APRIL 16, 1931

A TOKEN FOR BROWNIES



John Howard Gray, the third child born to Jonas and Florence Gray, was
born February 15, 1894 in Pine City. He worked for the Northern Pacific
Railroad. In 1942 he married Gladys Olson. John lived in the family
home south of the Methodist Church until his retirement in 1959 when
he and Gladys moved to California.

THE GRAY FAMILY HOME AT 530 8TH ST. SW.

JOHN GRAY 1922
THE WHITE BUILDING BEHIND JOHN IS
THE ORIGINAL METHODIST CHURCH.

PINE ‘
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12. 1967

MAVIS HOTCHKISS IN FRONT OF THE GRAY
FAMILY HOME. THE METHODIST CHURCH,
BUILT IN 1927, IS IN THE BACKGROUND.

For John H. Gray
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JOHN DIED IN 1967. THE
LAST OF THE FIVE GRAY
SONS.



Jonas and Florence Gray’s fourth son, Earl Eugene Gray, was born July
11, 1896 in Pine City. After serving in the aviation corps in World War I
Earl worked as a mechanic and electrician in Fairmont. Earl had
tuberculosis and spent considerable time during 1920 - 1923 at Ah-
Gwah-Ching Sanatorium recovering.

Much of the
information on the
Gray family came
from the photo
album Earl kept
during 1921 - 1923.

EARL GRAY
PHOTO ALBUM 1920 - 1923

EARL GRAY 1922 IN THE LITTLE DORT
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AH-GWAH-CHING 1921

AH-GWAH-CHING 1921



Earl lived in Fairmont where he worked as a mechanic and electrician.
Earl was killed in a plane crash in October 1930.

Lelt Lighihwarted b
i e you senight for sep
per.” Oray Wodd Nes J. B Gue-
he Boarded, |
sing when he it ;
.

0 1y W Dosne
Farl was exceptionally g
pearied asd Bagpy when be b
wenl away,” sald Mrs Guckeesn | f
Scemetizmes he was  depoesied |
or had forebodings wpon taking |
an air trip and he would tell ru,‘ ¢
7 Detler pay my board B 1
Ay etl Rllled” Bat yeslecday
I never saw him a0 bright and)

joly e 2% an early break-
2%, abost § ockoek, w0 he could
B05 ARAY D geod time. Mo bad )
boarded wilh o foe five years
Abd was ke ame of Whe family "
OUray roomed with Mr. and
Mrs Frazk Nachols, whe were !
eqzaly gref-ssnicken over the !
dihauter which robded em of|
& fnend of Jorg standing -
Wilh Milne Six Years .
Gray tad worked at the Noline
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and had masy fraends who ad-
mired Nm for hs geiet, unas-
susiing manner and for the hon-
ealy of Als charseler

“Roy was also & pood mechans
W, Being familiar wilk yarious
Kinds of machazery, particaiarly
Msenchies.  Bver since Boy-
Bood e had & desize 10 iy and
Be learsed he fundamentals of
Avialion several Jedls ago
While Gray had learned lo! ®
kzew Pond, the al-
o him much valsable
Information In the fiying pame
and had eperaied Ouny’s plane
A piol ot neeroas Rughts
Later wien PMend pol local ex-
ployment, Johin Kipp, of Winne-
8030, owrated Gray's plane

PINE POKER
OCTOBER 16, 1930




Lorenzo was Jonas and Florence Gray’s youngest son. He was born
November 29, 1900 in Pine City. With the help of his brother Earl,
Lorenzo went to dental school and set up a practice in Duluth. A year
later Lorenzo became ill with sleeping sickness. His brother Earl took
care of him until his death in February 1930.

PINE POKER
FEBRUARY 27, 1930




That is the end of the Jonas Gray family. Five sons and only one heir,
Royal’s son Audrey, to carry on the name. We could find no evidence
that Audrey had children. It appears he died in California at age 30.

o ey | ' H) N GRAVE MARKER
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

For some reason we have received a variety of items, from multiple
sources, connected to the Jonas Gray family in the last six months.
Coming across the Gillette Hospital video was the impetus to
organize the material to tell their story. We are grateful to everyone
who contributed a piece to the puzzle.

Our thanks go out to:

Bob Qarlson
Jim Foster
Mavis Olson Hotchkiss
The Pine Qity Pioneer
Patti Bisset
Margery Stratte Swanson
Nora McKinnon
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