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Jonas Gray was born in Bakersfield, Vermont, July 10, 1850. He came 
to Pine City before the railroad was through here. He married 
Florence Wilcox on May 19, 1884. They had 5 sons.

Jonas M. Gray Florence A. Wilcox Gray

Darwin Cutler Gray - 1885

Royal Jonas Gray - 1888

John Howard Gray - 1894

Earl Eugene Gray - 1896

Lorenzo A. Gray - 1900

The family lived for a time near Florence’s 
family near the south end of Cross Lake. 
They moved briefly to Beroun and then 
back to Pine City. In 1906 they had a 
chimney fire.

Pine County Pioneer
April 3, 1903

Pine County Pioneer
February 9, 1906



Pine Poker
November 18, 1920

The 1910 census lists Jonas Gray’s occupation as a rural mail carrier.

Jonas passed away in 1920.

Some time between 1910 and 1920 the family bought a home just 
south of the Methodist Church at 530 8th St. SW.

1921



Pine Poker
January 5, 1928

Florence Wi lcox Gray wa s bor n 
November 10, 1862 in Sunrise in Chisago, 
County. She was the second child born to 
John D. and Sarah A. Wilcox.

Florence Gray & 2 sons 
1922

John D. Wilcox Sarah A. Clover Wilcox

Webster Horace - 1861

Florence - 1862

Eugene A.- 1867

John D. - 1869

Grace - 1871

Sarah - 1877

Leland - 1884

Louise - 1884

Florence Gray & 
sister Louise 

1921



Darwin Cutler Gray was the first child born to 
Jonas and Florence Wilcox Gray. Darwin, or 
Darb as he was sometimes called, was born 
August 15, 1885 in Taylors Falls. In 1893 the 
family moved to Pine City. After leaving school, 
he worked as a telegraph operator for the 
railroad.  In 1923 he married Neata Wise Gould. 
He had no children.

Darwin Gray 1922

Darwin and Florence Gray 
1922

Pine Poker Pioneer 
October 22, 1942

Neata & Darwin 
Gray 1922



Jonas and Florence Gray’s second son was Royal Jonas Gray, born January 
25, 1888, in Taylors Falls. Royal suffered from Pott’s Disease, which is a 
form of tuberculosis that affects the spine. In 1897 his parents went to St. 
Paul, Minnesota seeking treatment for him. Royal was the first patient at 

Gillette Children’s Hospital. You can hear his story 
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VmjZlBvvKtU

Royal Gray 1912

Pine County Pioneer 
December 3, 1897

Royal Gray about 1899

The next mention of Royal is 1910 when 
he took on a substitute rural mail job.

Pine County Pioneer 
February 4, 1910

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmjZlBvvKtU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmjZlBvvKtU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmjZlBvvKtU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmjZlBvvKtU


On September 12, 1916 Royal married 
Mildred Russell of Virginia, Minnesota. 
Royal worked as a taxi driver while living 
in Virginia for about 8 years. Three 
children were born.

“Shaking the 
tough out of 

him.”

Unidentified, 
Audrey Gray, 
Brownie Gray

Royal & Mildred Gray
date unknown

Audrey - September 20, 1916

Betty Florence - November 18, 1918

Virginia Lillian - March 18, 1922

Audrey Gray 
1922

“A Terror to Snakes”

Royal “Brownie” Gray 
1922

Betty Gray 
1922

Virginia Gray 
1922



By 1930 Royal and Mildred were divorced. Royal 
was living in Pine City and working at the power 
company. Royal and Audrey were lodgers with Jerry 
and Josephine Collins on 3rd Ave. Betty and 
Virginia were also in Pine City, living with Edward 
and Evelyn Hakes. 

Pine Poker Pioneer 
May 17, 1934

Pine Poker 
March 13. 1930

Pine Poker 
February 26, 1931

The restaurant did well. Brownie even made plans to 
enlarge it the following year.

Brownie continued 
to run the restaurant 
until his death in 
1934. 

In March o f 1930 Roya l 
(“Brownie”) made plans to open 
a restaurant.

A token for Brownies

Pine Poker 
April 16, 1931



John Howard Gray, the third child born to Jonas and Florence Gray, was 
born February 15, 1894 in Pine City. He worked for the Northern Pacific 
Railroad.  In 1942 he married Gladys Olson. John lived in the family 
home south of the Methodist Church until his retirement in 1959 when 
he and Gladys moved to California. 

John Gray 1922
The white building behind John is 
the original Methodist Church.

Darwin and Florence Gray 
1922

The Gray family home at 530 8th St. SW. 

Mavis Hotchkiss in front of the Gray 
family home. The Methodist Church, 
built in 1927, is in the background.

John died in 1967. The 
last of the five Gray 

sons.



Jonas and Florence Gray’s fourth son, Earl Eugene Gray, was born July 
11, 1896 in Pine City. After serving in the aviation corps in World War I 
Earl worked as a mechanic and electrician in Fairmont. Earl had 
tuberculosis and spent considerable time during 1920 - 1923 at Ah-
Gwah-Ching Sanatorium recovering. 

Earl Gray 1922 in the little Dort

Darwin and Florence Gray 
1922

Earl Gray
Photo Album 1920 - 1923

Much of the 
information on the 
Gray family came 
f rom the photo 
a lbum Ear l kept 
during 1921 - 1923.

Ah-Gwah-Ching 1921

Ah-Gwah-Ching 1921



Earl lived in Fairmont where he worked as a mechanic and electrician. 
Earl was killed in a plane crash in October 1930.

Pine Poker 
October 16, 1930



Lorenzo was Jonas and Florence Gray’s youngest son. He was born 
November 29, 1900 in Pine City.  With the help of his brother Earl, 
Lorenzo went to dental school and set up a practice in Duluth. A year 
later Lorenzo became ill with sleeping sickness. His brother Earl took 
care of him until his death in February 1930.

Pine Poker 
February 27, 1930



That is the end of the Jonas Gray family. Five sons and only one heir, 
Royal’s son Audrey, to carry on the name. We could find no evidence 
that Audrey had children. It appears he died in California at age 30.

Grave Marker
Santa Cruz County, California

For some reason we have received a variety of items, from multiple 
sources, connected to the Jonas Gray family in the last six months. 
Coming across the Gillette Hospital video was the impetus to 
organize the material to tell their story. We are grateful to everyone 
who contributed a piece to the puzzle.
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