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Compiled in 2019 by Judy Scholin, as a local history project in cooperation with

Earl Gray 
Photo Album 1916 - 1920

Earl Gray 
Photo Album 1920 - 1923

This glimpse into the Jonas Gray family would have been 
impossible without the photo albums kept by Earl Gray. 

Spanning the years 1916 - 1923 the albums documented Earl’s 
life and the lives of those around him.



Jonas Gray was born in Bakersfield, Vermont, July 10, 1850. He came 
to Pine City before the railroad came through in 1870. He married 
Florence Wilcox on May 19, 1884. They had 5 sons.

Jonas M. Gray Florence A. Wilcox Gray

Darwin Cutler Gray - 1885

Royal Jonas Gray - 1888

John Howard Gray - 1894

Earl Eugene Gray - 1896

Lorenzo A. Gray - 1900

The family lived in Taylors Falls until 
1893, when they moved to Pine City.
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Jonas & Florence Gray 
1884

Jonas, Florence & Darwin Gray  
1886

Darwin  & Royal Gray 
1888 & 1890

The woman on the right in the 1886 photo (on the 
left) is believed to be Florence’s mother, Sarah 
Wilcox. She also appears in a photograph on page 6.
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They moved briefly to Beroun and then 
back to Pine City. In 1906, they had a 
chimney fire.

Pine County Pioneer 
April 3, 1903

Pine County Pioneer 
February 9, 1906

In  Pine  City,  the  family 
l ived  for  a  time  near 
Florence’s family, the J.D. 
Wilcox  family  at  the 
south end of Cross Lake. 
Three  more  sons  joined 
the Jonas Gray family:

Florence, Darwin & Royal Gray 
1893

John Howard - 1894

Earl Eugene - 1896

Lorenzo A. - 1900
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Pine Poker 
November 18, 1920

The 1910 census lists Jonas Gray’s occupation as a rural mail carrier.

Jonas passed away in 1920.

In 1919, the family bought a home just south of the Methodist 
Church at 530 8th St. SW.

1921 

Pine Poker 
November 13, 1919
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Florence  Wilcox  Gray  was 
born  November  10,  1862,  in 
Sunrise  in  Chisago,  County. 
She  was  the  second  child 
born to John D. and Sarah A. 
Wilcox.  The  Wilcox  family 
moved to the Pine City area 
about 1870, living first in the 
Chengwatana  area  and  later 
settling near the south end of 
Cross Lake.

John D. Wilcox Sarah A. Clover Wilcox

Webster Horace - 1861

Florence - 1862

Eugene A.- 1867

John D. - 1869

Grace - 1871

Sarah - 1877

Leland - 1884

Louise - 1884

John D. Wilcox 
about 1905

Florence Wilcox Gray is on the right in this 
photo from about 1905. It is unclear who the 

woman on the left is. Florence’s mother, Sarah 
Clover Wilcox, died in December 1903, four 

months before the Photographer, Seeley, came 
to town.
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Florence was active in the community. She is pictured here in this 1910 
photo of  Methodist Church women.

1910 Methodist Women - Florence is in the back row, farthest left

Pine County Pioneer 
September 11, 1903

Florence Gray & 2 sons  
1922

Florence Gray &  
sister Louise 1921
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Pine Poker 
January 5, 1928

Florence was also active in the Ladies of the G.A.R. The G.A.R. stood 
for Grand Army of the Republic, which was a veterans organization of 
men who had served in a union service branch during the Civil War.

This 1918 photo is believed to be the one mentioned in the  
Pine Poker article below. Florence is 3rd from the left in 

the front row.

Pine Poker 
June 13, 1918

Pine Poker 
September 12, 1918



Jonas Gray Family - page !9

Darwin Cutler  Gray  was  the first  child  born to  Jonas  and Florence 
Wilcox Gray. Darwin, or Darby as he was sometimes called, was born 
August 15, 1885, in Taylors Falls. In 1893, the family moved to Pine City. 
After leaving school, he worked as a telegraph operator for the railroad. 

Darwin & Florence Gray  
1922

Pine County Pioneer  
December 20, 1907

Pine County Pioneer  
December 3, 1909

Pine County Pioneer  
September 2, 1910

Pine County Pioneer  
September 23, 1910

Pine County Pioneer  
November 18, 1910

Pine County Pioneer  
January 27, 1911

Pine County Pioneer  
July 23,1909

Pine County Pioneer  
July 29, 1910

Dar win  wa s 
clearly a valued 
employee.  He 
also  must  have 
been  a  good 
person  to  have 
a s  a  t ra ve l 
companion. 

In  1909 ,  he 
t ra ve led  to 
Missouri  with 
his  mother.  A 
year  later  he 
t ra ve led  to 
Vermont  with 
his father. 

Pine County Pioneer  
September 2, 1910
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In 1923, Darwin  married Neata Wise Gould. They had no children.

Pine Poker Pioneer  
October 22, 1942

Neata & Darwin 
Gray 1922

Darwin Gray 1922

Pine County Pioneer  
January 13, 1938

Darwin  belonged  to  a 
number of masonic lodges 
and organizations.

Pine Poker  
November 13, 1919
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Jonas  and  Florence  Gray’s  second  son 
was Royal  Jonas Gray,  born January 25, 
1888,  in  Taylors  Falls.  Royal  suffered 
from Pott’s Disease, which is a form of 
tuberculosis  that  affects  the  spine.  In 
1897, his parents went to St. Paul, to seek 
treatment  for  him.  Royal  was  the  first 
patient at Gillette Children’s Hospital.

Pine County Pioneer  
December 3, 1897

Royal Gray about 1899

To 
learn 
more 

of the 
story 
scan 

this QR 
code.

Pine County Pioneer  
January 27, 1905

In 1905, Royal traveled to Beroun by dog 
team.

Pine County Pioneer  
August 6, 1909

However, Royal’s disability apparently did not slow him down much.

Pine County Pioneer  
September 18,1908

In  1909,  he  was  camping  along  Lake 
Pokegama.

In 1908, he was a jockey in a horse race.



Jonas Gray Family - page !12

Royal Gray 1912

In 1910, Royal took on a substitute 
rural mail job.

Pine County Pioneer  
February 4, 1910

Royal, nicknamed 
Brownie, seems to have 
had a lot of friends.

Royal & friends  about 1916

Pine County Pioneer  
September 7,1906

Pine County Pioneer  
May 15, 1913
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One of Royal’s friends was George Stekl, son of Charles Stekl. The Stekl 
family ran Stekl Hall, the venue for the town’s entertainment. Stekl Hall 

George Stekl and Brownie 

wa s  located  on  3 rd 
Avenue,  on  the  east  side 
of the train tracks. It was 
on  the  2nd  floor,  over  a 
saloon & a general store.

1911

1908 1909

On September 12, 1916, Royal married 
Mildred Russell of Virginia, Minnesota. 
Royal  worked  as  a  taxi  driver  while 
living in Virginia for about 8 years. 

Pine Poker  
April 11, 1918

Events at Stekl Hall 
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Royal and Mildred had three children.

“Shaking the tough 
out of him.” 

Unidentified, Audrey 
Gray, Royal Gray

Royal & Mildred Gray 
date unknown

Audrey - September 20, 1916

Bette Florence - November 18, 1918

Virginia Lillian - March 18, 1922

Audrey Gray  
1922 

“A Terror to Snakes”

Royal “Brownie” Gray  
1922

Bette Gray  
1922

Virginia Gray  
1922

Audrey
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By 1930, Royal and Mildred were divorced. Royal was 
living in Pine City and working at the power company. 
Royal  and  Audrey  were  lodgers  with  Jerry  and 
Josephine Collins on 3rd Ave. Betty and Virginia were 
also  in  Pine  City,  living  with  Edward  and  Evelyn 
Hakes. 

Various views of the Dam, operated by the Eastern Minnesota Power Corporation

Royal Gray  
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Pine Poker Pioneer  
May 17, 1934

Pine Poker  
March 13. 1930

Pine Poker  
February 26, 1931

The  restaurant  did  well. 
Royal even made plans to 
enlarge  it  the  following 
year.

Royal  continued  to 
run  the  restaurant 
unt i l  h i s  death  in 
1934. 

In March of 1930, Royal 
(“Brownie”)  made  plans 
to open a restaurant.

A token for 
Brownies

Pine Poker  
April 16, 1931

Brownie’s Chicken Shack
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John Howard Gray, the third child born to Jonas and Florence Gray, 
was born February 15, 1894, in Pine City. John joined the 3rd division of 
the Minnesota Naval Militia and served as a seaman 2nd class during 
World War I. 

The Minnesota Naval Militia 3rd Division

John’s name can be seen on the 
memorial to honor those who 
served  in  the  Third  Division 
Minnesota Naval Militia. This 
monument stands at the Pine 
City Public Library.
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John Gray 1922 
The white building behind 

John is the original 
Methodist Church. It was 

replaced with a brick 
building in 1927.

John had a distinguishing feature that made 
him  unique.  He  had  six  fingers  on  each 
hand  and  six  toes  on  each  foot.  Herman 
Borchers, owner of Borcher’s Shoes and a 
neighbor, modified John’s leather shoes for 
him.

After  World  War  I,  John 
went  to  work  for  the 
Northern Pacific Railroad.

Pine Poker  
July 25, 1918

Pine Poker  
June 27, 1918

John Gray standing in front 
of his home, facing it. The 
Catholic parish house is 

behind him. Borcher’s house 
is just off the picture on the 

right.
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In 1942, John married Gladys Olson and acquired a ready made family, 
11-year-old  Orville  & 4-year-old  Mavis.  Three  grown children,  Earle 

Mavis Olson Hotchkiss in front of the 
Gray family home. The Methodist 
Church, built in 1927, is in the 

background.
Pine Poker-Pioneer 

October 3, 1942

John & Gladys 
1942

Olson, Russell Olson and Elaine Larson had 
already  left  home  when  John  and  Gladys  
married.

Orville & Mavis 
1942

John, Gladys & Mavis 
1942
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John lived in the family home south of the Methodist Church until his 
retirement in 1959, when he and Gladys moved to California. 

The Gray family home at 530 8th St. SW. 

John died in 1967. He was last of the 
five Gray sons still living.

John walking Mavis down the aisle 
at the methodist church 1957

Gladys & John  
1955

After  44  year s  a s  a 
telegrapher,   John  retired 
August 14, 1959.
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Mavis Olson was 4 when her mother, Gladys married John Gray. She 
has wonderful memories growing up in the Gray family home.

“Thinking about the Gray family has brought back so many 
memories of my growing up in their "old" home. We were a 
very happy family. Johnnie did not want my Mother to have 
to work cleaning offices after they were married so 
she was able to be active in Ladies Auxiliaries. She 
became a Gold Star Mother when my oldest 
brother Earle was killed in Hawaii in 1945.

“We had no TV but listened to the radio programs. 
Johnnie listened to all the Lakers games and kept 
score while also doing crosswords.”

“When I was in first grade, I broke my leg 
and was in the Northern Pacific hospital in 
the Cities.  I had a cast from my chest to my 
ankles and they had a wooden bar across my 
chest to carry me, but I just remember being 
in bed for months. When the cast came off, 
they bought me a tricycle and the doctor was 
amazed at my recovery.”

Orville age 9 & 
 Mavis age 2 

1942

“We always had a 
jigsaw puzzle going on a 
table. We played a lot of 
card games and Mother 
and Johnnie had several 
card clubs.”
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“Because Johnnie worked for the railroad, 
we had a family pass so Mother and I took 
several trips over the years.” 

“ Johnnie & Mother never had a car, 
they walked everywhere and in the 
winter Johnnie wore a buffalo coat.  
When storms hit and the highway 
was closed, we had strangers staying 
at our house who sometimes became 
friends”.

“Orville worked at the bowling alley setting pins and one day 
he brought me a tiny kitten that lived a long life.” 

Johnnie was a wonderful person. I am so thankful he was my "dad".

Mavis and a friend, 
Jean Bjorklund, in 
the backyard of the 
Gray home.

“Orville and Johnnie would go to the pool 
hall where Johnnie was very good.”
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Jonas and Florence Gray’s fourth son, Earl Eugene Gray, was born July 
11, 1896, in Pine City. Much of the information on the Gray family 
came from two photo albums that belonged to Earl. After graduating 
from high school in Pine City, Earl attended the Bliss Electrical School 
in Washington D.C.

While he was in Washington D.C., 
Earl attended the Inaugural Parade 
for President Wilson.

Pine Poker  
September 28, 1916
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In 1917, Earl was hired by the Bell Telephone company of Pittsburg.

Mather Field

He was assigned to Mather Field in 
Sacramento, California.

The Gunnery Department
Hospital Ship

In February of 1918, Earl 
enlisted in the aviation corps.

Pine Poker  
February 14, 1918

Pine Poker  
June 27, 1918
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Earl  was  discharged  in  February  1919,  and  was  in  Pine  City  that 
summer. He was able to participate in the Welcome Home event held 
on July 4th to honor all Pine County citizens who had served during 
the war.

Pine City 
July 4, 1919 

Earl is on the 
Knights of 

Columbus float, 
right under the 

R in 
Breckenridge’s

 Judg ing  by  a l l  the 
vehicle  photos  it  would 
appear  that  Earl  was 
fond  of  anything  that 
would go. 

Note the fairgrounds in the 
background of this early 

motorcycle photo.

Pine Poker  
August 26, 1915
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After World War I, Earl came back to Minnesota and got work as a 
mechanic and electrician in Fairmont.

Earl Gray 1922 in the little Dort

Ah-Gwah-Ching 1921

Ah-Gwah-Ching 1921

Perhaps it was an ad 
like this one from the 
July 1919 Pine Poker 

that convinced Earl to 
purchase a Dort.

 Earl had tuberculosis and spent considerable time recovering  during 
1920 - 1923, at the  Ah-Gwah-Ching Sanatorium near Walker. 
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One of Earl’s best friends was Spencer Daniels. When Spencer married 
Ruth Lones in 1924, Earl served as best man.

Spencer Daniels 

Pine Poker  
January 1, 1925

Ruth Lones 

Earl worked in Fairmont, 
Minnesota as a mechanic 
and an electrician for D.S. 
Milne.

D.S. Milne & daughter 
Betty Lou 

Earl’s home in Fairmont 
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Earl was killed in a plane crash in October 1930.

Pine Poker 
October 16, 1930
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Lorenzo was Jonas and Florence Gray’s  youngest son. He was born 
November 29, 1900, in Pine City.  With the help of his brother Earl, 
Lorenzo went to dental school and set up a practice in Duluth in 1923. 
A year later Lorenzo became ill  with sleeping sickness. His brother 
Earl took care of him until his death in February 1930.

Pine Poker  
February 27, 1930

“His first long pants” 
Lorenzo about 1916

Pine Poker  
January 1, 1925

On Christmas Day 
1924 ,  Lorenzo 
marr ied  Cla ra 
Ness. They had no 
children. 
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That is the end of the Jonas Gray family. 
Five  sons  and  only  one  heir,  Royal’s  son 
Audrey,  to  carry  on the name.  We could 
find no evidence that Audrey had children. 
It appears he died in California at age 30.

Grave Marker 
Santa Cruz County, California

Royal, the only Gray son who had children of his 
own, also had two daughters, Bette & Virginia. 

Virginia  married  Dr.  Leo 
Albert  Zaworski.  Virginia 
died in 1987, and is buried 
at  Sunset  Memorial  Park 
Cemetery  in  Hennepin 
County,  Minnesota.  She 
had two daughters.

Bet te  marr ied  Edwin 
Peterson. Bette and Edwin 
had 4 children. Bette died 
in  2014,  at  the  age  of  95. 
She  i s  bur ied  a t  For t 
Snelling with her husband.

Pine Poker Pioneer 
February1947

Pine Poker Pioneer  
April 1943



For some reason, we received a variety of items, from multiple sources, connected to 
the Jonas Gray family over a six-month period in 2017. Coming across the Gillette 
Hospital video was the impetus to organize the material to tell their story. We are 
grateful to everyone who contributed a piece to the puzzle. In 2019, the arrival of a 
second Earl Gray photo album, along with some family photos tucked into a third 
album, provided the material needed to fill out our original project and turn it into a 
book. Special thanks goes to Mavis Olson Hotchkiss, the step-daughter of John 
Gray. She has been safe guarding the photo albums for years and felt it was 
important that they go somewhere. We are very happy to be that somewhere. 

Our thanks go out to: 

Bob Carlson 
Jim Foster 

Mavis Olson Hotchkiss 
The Pine City Pioneer 

Patti Bisset 
Margery Stratte Swanson 

Nora McKinnon

To learn more about the Pine City Area History Association visit our Website 
at: pinecityhistory.com 

or join us on Facebook at: facebook.com/PineCityHistory

Copies of this book can be ordered from our website:
pinecityhistory.com

A local history project by:

Preserve & Share Pine City Area History

315 Main Street South, Suite 170
Pine City, MN 55063

320 - 322 - 9208
Email: pcahistory@gmail.com

http://pinecityhistory.com
http://facebook.com/PineCityHistory
http://pinecityhistory.com
http://pinecityhistory.com
http://facebook.com/PineCityHistory
http://pinecityhistory.com
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