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This glimpse into the Jonas Gray family would have heen
impossible without the photo albums kept by Earl Gray.
Spanning the years 1916 - 1923 the albums documented EHarls

Tlife and the lives of those around him.

EARL GRAY EARL GRAY
PHoTO ALBUM 1916 - 1920 PHoTO ALBUM 1920 - 1923

Compiled in 2019 by Judy Scholin, as a local bistory project in cooperation with
‘ Pine City Area History Association




Jonas Gray was born in Bakersfield, Vermont, July 10, 1850. He came
to Pine City before the railroad came through in 1870. He married

Florence Wilcox on May 19, 1884. They had 5 sons.

Jonas M. Gray Florence A. Wilcox Gray 5

e

Darwin Qutler Gray - 1885

Royal Jonas Gray - 1888

John Howard Gray - 1894

Earl Euglene Gray - 1896

Liorenzo A. Gray - 1900

JONAS & FLORENCE GRAY The family lived in Taylors Falls until
i 1893, when they moved to Pine City:.

=

DARWIN & ROYAL GRAY
1888 & 1890

THE WOMAN ON THE RIGHT IN THE 1886 PHOTO (ON THE
LEFT) IS BELIEVED TO BE FLORENCE’S MOTHER, SARAH
WILCOX. SHE ALSO APPEARS IN A PHOTOGRAPH ON PAGE 6.

JONAS, FLORENCE & DARWIN GRAY
oJonas Gray FaMLY - pAcE 3
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They moved briefly to Beroun and then
back to Pine City. In 1906, they had a
chimney fire.

APRIL 3, 1903

FLORENCE, DARWIN & ROYAL GRAY
1893

In Pine City, the family
lived for a time near
Florence’s family, the _].D.
Wilcox family at the
south end of Cross Lake.
Three more sons joined
the Jonas Gray family:

John Howard - 1894

Earl Fugene - 1896
Liorenzo A. - 1900

'WL'.Z'.:.; A lhimney Fire.

Thundnv ‘morsing au alarm of
fire was turned in, and upon investi-
Kation it was found that the roof
around the thimney o the Jonas
Gruy m:dcnco. on the south end of
O(on lake. was on fire. . The fire
-lnddfn‘turm& out bus ewlng to the
dc_ﬂn I;QW' llil! lho distance the
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The 1910 census lists Jonas Gray’s occupation as a rural mail carrier.
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In 1919, the family bought a home just south of the Methodist
Church at 530 8th St. SW.
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PINE POKER
NoOoVEMBER 13, 1919
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;phgm are living and wé

The Wud was  horn ' in
10,

W, Vermont, July
1850, voming to Pine City wh
3 ymé nan. befors the railrond
was  through ‘here He - married
Miss Florence Al *’llcmr. danghicr
of John D. Wilcox at Pine Gity,
May 19, 1884, 5 ehlldven W
om-—-DAl'W‘rl ¢ o! - Doluth
Roxnlmof’lirmin.m:nmof
Tine City, Baxl F. of Puirmont,
Lorenzo As of Nmnwpbmmall of
hose
the, en] camo. After e
¢ they moved <o Taylora
lived there until 1893
when they welurmed to Pine City
and have made their home e

@01""“5 Gray FAMLY - pacE 5

aorvices  will ba  held
mnmw—FrMm-.\turnoou ul
2:30 o'lock from the M. B church
and intermeny made in the loeal
cemetery,  The qall  besrecs  will
br: Gronge Sherwoed, Mrank Cort,
Rebert Grefg,. S B, Wells, €
O Ives and Charlez Slechan,
Tha decensed wes one of Lhe
few pioncers left, had zecn t!ng
community grow frome nothing ta
ils pregent size, and w2 koown.
liked and respecied by all, wha
extend thetr aympsthy fo the hee
woaved  family.

PINE POKER
NOVEMBER 18, 1920
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- Florence Wilcox Gray was Webster Horace - 1881 o7
; g
s born. quembe.r 10, 1862, in I P
- Sunrise in Chisago, County: i &
- She was the second child Eugene A.- 1867 N

- .
- born to John D. and Sarah A. John D. - 1869 13
- Wilcox. The Wilcox family o

: i Grace - 1871 e

~ moved to the Pine City area o
- about 1870, living first in the SRR AsTE "
‘ ¥,
~ Chengwatana area and later Leland - 1884 Nl

 settling near the south end of Louise - 1884 ;

~ Ciross Lake. |

s

FLORENCE WILCOX GRAY IS ON THE RIGHT IN THIS
PHOTO FROM ABOUT 1905. IT IS UNCLEAR WHO THE
WOMAN ON THE LEFT IS. FLORENCE’S MOTHER, SARAH
CLOVER WILCOX, DIED IN DECEMBER 1903, FOUR

k MONTHS BEFORE THE PHOTOGRAPHER, SEELEY, CAME
4 , TO TOWN.
Qony JOHN D. WiLCOX
58 ABOUT 1905
" ;3 oJoNas Gray TAMLY - pacE 6
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Florence was active in the community. She is pictured here in this 1910
photo of Methodist Church women.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
SEPTEMBER 11, 1903

FLORENCE GRAY & FLORENCE GRAY & 2 SONS

SISTER LOUISE 1921 Qopas Gray Tamny - pace 7 1922
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™ Florence was also active in the Ladies of the G.A.R. The G.A.R. stood
. for Grand Army of the Republic, which was a veterans organization of

~ | men who had served in a union service branch during the Civil War.
-
p :
day, December C @
lingering illness, b
. wg from diabetis, Gray .
’ had Leen in  poor  health for B |
some years and bad been cons :
: fined to bed practically all of 3 51
the past year. oy e
Funeral scrvices were cond
ted by Rev. Clark from the :
thedist  church last M
moraing, Janwery- Jnd, an
remiaing were laid to rest
side thewe aff her hushand  in
Birckwood cenetery,  The pall
bearers were W P Gottry,
' Herman Borchers, Nick™ Per-
T AL N gae ) kins, J. D. Boyle, R, P. Anen.]
oot v - g and Emdl Hoefler, !
RERE:, L7 R L R e s Mrs. Gray was bomn m San-|
PR ALY - BT, T 0 SR o S A rise in Chisago county, Now. 10
1842, the daughter of Mr, and)
Mrs. John Wilcest. She came |
to Pime City with hor parents !
about IR0 and was united in
marsi to Jomas Gray at >
A l'iu‘?nt,. May 19, 1834 Algec L
f> the marriage., they moved 10
Taylors Falls and fived there!
THIS 1918 PHOTO IS BELIEVED TO BE THE ONE MENTIONED IN THE untsl 1893 when they returmed |
vy PINE POKER ARTICLE BELOW. FLORENCE IS 3RD FROM THE LEFT IN jfo" Pinc Oity; - Hesr thushand |
: passed sway here Nov. 17, 1920
THE FRONT ROW. She is survived by five soms, | }
e l"'f.' < nf;;m;?' fki?"" -
3 ol Caltiorma, n ik o ne —
D The farewell party which was to !'u_v. Farl of Fayrmont and Lo-| 1
<) hnvle been tendered Mrs. Laing at the !‘rcnmmz;l F":;mwﬂgﬂh-' "“,"- ;"
¢ %) \ : win & “arl were ¢ lor the L
0 Hodga fome Tosday " aftarmoon, by fom sl S o i) S8
) b od il ° e « WAa p()t_ll- out of town being unzble to ‘9
. PINE POKER poned until yesterday owing to the ill- | comse and John is ill in the X/ o~
, JUNE 13, 1918 ness of Mrs. Hodge, when it was held [ P hiospital at St Paul.  She is ’
\Ya at the Laing home instead. The after- dsa ‘t‘;"‘"",, br-@ “'.'-',“."'"";‘
Ple noon was spent soclally, following n B oYy B ehsrers. M "
) : Pine City, aod 3 sisters, Mrs
.- short wession of the soclety, lunch | Gene  Barnem of . Califarsia, |
. 4 being served, Mra, Laing was present- | Mrs. Albert  Lloyd and  Mrs.
ay ed with a beautiful past president's - e s D
3 jewel by the lodge, During the after o' PR e oo
iy noon a picture of those present—nbout e R
e 25—was taken on the lawn, we Pioe Ciff | 8
4 5 |
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Darwin Cutler Gray was the first child born to Jonas and Florence
Wilcox Gray. Darwin, or Darby as he was sometimes called, was born
August 15, 1885, in Taylors Falls. In 1893, the family moved to Pine City.

et

After leaving school, he worked as a telegraph operator for the railroad.

Gray, our popular station

D C

\oren ¢ W

ho has been conlined to the
hhaslight atrack of

ro |l.1'.l—¢-'! to sS4y
» e ot his worl
nutive betpg rased

emal
bl

1ouse w
WX 15, Wi
K ngaln the
Mondny

| U

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
DECEMBER 20, 1907

—Darwin Gray, who is emplored by
the N. P. rail road company, departed
to check up

for Rush City Monday

that station

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
JANUARY 27, 1911

Darwi [ \Fo% 0 hins bete

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
DECEMBER 3, 1909
Darwin Gray spent the time le-
tween trans Tresdsy visitng with
relatives and friends. He has gone to
Stary, where he will have charge of
N. F. station for a shart time. Dar-

win's many friends in this plice were

pleased to see him,

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
NOVEMBER 18, 1910

Darwin Gray, who has been at
Duluth for the past month in the in
terest of the N. P. people, spent Sun-
Gay with relatives and friends in this
place. He departed that evening for
Hugo, where e will take oharge of

the station.

INE OUNTY IONEER
JULY 29, 1910

e e
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SR P Ra

—Darwin Gray has been sent to
Atkin to take the station there for
thirty days. He is ernployet! by the
N. P. Railway Co.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
SEPTEMBER 23, 1910

Mrs. Jonas Gray and son, Darwio
departed the first of the week 10
Visit friends [n Missouri and other
blaces, They will be gone nbout B
Montk. The Ploneer wishes them o
pleasant vyacation,

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
JULY 23,1909

oJonas Gray TFAMLY - pace 9
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GONE TO HIS OLD HOME.

Jonas Gray and son, Darwin depart-
od on Thursday’s limiteed for Franklin
Vermont, This is Mr, Gray's oM
home it being thirly years sioce he
was home, He goes to visit his - sis,
teas. Darwin, who is a telegraph op+
erntor on the Northern Pacific railrond
and got a two weeks lay off with full
pay and a pass to and from Franklin

accompanied his  father. They ex:
pect to be absent for about two
weeks,

¥
PINE COUNTY PIONEER
SEPTEMBER 2, 1910

DARWIN & FLORENCE GRAY
1922

o

Darwin was
clearly a valued
employee. He
also must have
been a good
person to have
as a travel
companion.

In 1909, he
traveled to
Missouri with
his mother. A
year later he
traveled to

Vermont with
his father.




DARWIN GRAY 1922

NEATA & DARWIN
GRAY 1922

5 Darwin belonged to a
~ number of masonic lodges
~and organizations.

D G, GRAY
U C "Darvy" Gy, sormer
FLoe Cllyite snd hrotoer <f Jsho
Qray was rvranly g Ay
Woaalhilpiul Master  ¢f  Algors
Iedym Na 11 A F & A N o
Bruinerd

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
JANUARY 13, 1938

PINE POKER
NOVEMBER 13, 1919

s noon i 8t. Joseph's hospital,

Darwin C, Gray
Died at Brainerd

Darwin C. Gray, 47, promin-
ent Brainerd realtor, lodge and
club member, and chajrman of
the Crow Wing county Repubii-
ean committee, died Sunday

Bralnerd. Death was due o a
blood clot on the hesrt,  Mr.
Gray, whe was a brother of John
Gray of Pine City had under-
gone an  operalion Oct, fth,
depsnh coming suddenly and at
o ome when he was belleved to
be recovering from his ilness.
Mr, and Mzs. John Gray had
been to Brainerd to sec him, re-
surning her¢ Sunday morning
{ferling that he was well on the
road 0 recovery.

Puneral services were held
from St. Paul's Episcopal chureh.
Brainerd, Tuesday at 10 & m.
The remaing were senl to Sun-
set Memorial Park for crema-
tion. -

Mr, Grey was born in Taylors
Fulls. Aug, 11, 1835, a son of the|
late Jonas M. and Florence Wil-
cox (Gray. When & small child]
the family muved to Pine City,
where he attended and graduat-
ed srom ine local high school,
Aftar leaving school he worked
for many vears as & telegraph
aperator for the Noriliern Pacd-
ic rallroad. He also served as
relief agpent end traveling audi-
tor for the Northern Pacific.
during which time he made hiy
home in Duluth. After moving
t0 Brainerd, he became 2 menm-
ber of the Gould and Gray reald
ty firm, :

He was a member of the Ma-
sonte and LOOF, lodges, Aad
Temple of the shring at Du-
Juth: Brainer@ Lions Club; trea-
surer of the Brainerd Red COro
Chanter; treasurer of the Brain-
ord Defenze Council and pas

resident of the Branerd Cham-

er of Commerce.

Surviving sre his widow. Mrs
Neasa Gray; & brother John H
Gray of Pine City; two nleces
Betty Gray of Pine City ané Vir
ginia of Minneapolls avgd a8 ne
phew, Audrey Gray of Colorado

Mr. and Mrs, John Gray. Mis
Betty Gray., Mr, and Mrs. Ro
bert Wicox, John D, Wilcox
Mz, and Mrs, Ernest Hinze, Mr
and Mrg Wm, Voss of Pine Cily
and Mrd. Carl Wallace of Crom
uicu attended the funerzl ser
yices, :

PINE POKER PIONEER
OCTOBER 22, 1942
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Jonas and Florence Gray’s second son
was Royal Jonas Gray, born January 25,
1888, in Taylors Falls. Royal suffered
from Pott’s Disease, which is a form of
tuberculosis that affects the spine. In
1897, his parents went to St. Paul, to seek
treatment for him. Royal was the first
patient at Gillette Children’s Hospital.

To
LEARN
MORE
OF THE
STORY
SCAN
THIS QR
CODE.

ROYAL GRAY ABOUT 1899

—Wo are pleased to state that
Jonas Gray's littla son Rayal who
has been a cripple for so many years,
15 now kmproving fiaelyin St. Pauly
whare e {8 beicg troated.  The lit
tle fellow is as bappy os can be. Mﬂ
will be homs about January 1st, z.s
well a5 can be, ; !

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
DECEMBER 3, 1897

However, Royal’s disability apparently did not slow him down much.

Master Ro

unt e and bhrother nt

val Gray  visited

dav. Hedrove up and bnek

his dog team,

with

team.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
JANUARY 27, 1905

In 1908, he was a jockey in a horse race.

Hoyul Gray and

: Myl I camyp 111

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
AUGUST 6, 1909

Linrtos

Misaian Point

Pokegama.

oJonas Gray Famny - pace 11

-

w:| In 1905, Royal traveled to Beroun by dog

loroun Sun-

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
SEPTEMBER 18,1908

In 1909, he was camping along Lake
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Royal Gray earried the mail Tues-

In I910, Royal took on a substitute daoy, owing to the death of Mr. W. C.

rural mail job.

Stephen’s sister’s baby, whos funeml
occured Taesday.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
FEBRUARY 4, 1910

ROYAL GRAY 1912

=The town has been real quiet
and peaceful for the last few days
Brownie Gray’'s auto i3 broke.

PINE COUNTY PIONEER
MAY 15, 1913

Royal, nicknamed
Brownie, seems to have
had a lot of friends.

Ciray and Sd. Sherwond 1
e Trom o s ht se iy !li]- L
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i One of Royal’s friends was George Stekl son of Charles Stekl The Stekl I’é
‘;ﬁ family ran Stekl Hall, the venue for the town’s entertainment. Stekl Hall =~
was located on 3rd >
By
ir " Avenue, on the east side [ o
r L 4 AT
. of the train tracks. It was g
. L A
~ on the 2nd floor, over a o
~ saloon & a general store. .
£ M N
a"’ N
Yl 4358
S0 :
: b
E Y‘\ 3> e
o AN
e | ol
R | i e
A | 82
_"_- ..... GEORGE STEKL AND BROWNIE ,',’.
3 | | X
%.; N | RS Sommec? .
3 EVENTS AT STEKL HALL
ot
“ ! Ash Davis, the certvouiss cnter- Colby and Cutter bave gotton out
. ? tainer, gayve on€é of his first-class zu- band bills announcing & moviog pie-
“"! | tertaioments at Swekl’s nall last ture nnd illustrated song show which
Y Tharsday evening. Mr. Dayis was cotnmenced lost night n Stekl's

hall,  The young gentlemen hal
from Auoka, and intend to remaio
ull winter, providing they can make
it pay. The show will be held eyery
evening in the week, admission 10
cents, with o matinee every Sutur-
duy afternoon for chilaren, admis-

& ﬂ the third entertainer to come hare
‘ " auder the auspices ¢f the Pythian
"" {;’ Sisters, and each entertainmrent has
r seen bester thaa the preceding ooe,
2 Mr. Dayisisa gentlemat in eyery

sepse of the word, aad a first-class
artist.

1908 1909

The Virginia daily paper says that
Brownie Gray has his taxi decorated in
pring colors and reports business fine.

: On September 12, 1916, Royal married
- Mildred Russell of Virginia, Minnesota.
4 Royal worked as a taxi driver while PINE POKER P =
living in Virginia for about 8 years. R &

oJoNas Gray TamLy - pace 13
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- Royal and Mildred had three children. i
| v=3 -
vy
ae Audrey - September 20, 1916 -
Y |
15 Bette Florence - November 18, 1918 | "
Virgiinia Lillian - March 18, 1922 A
.. >
4 ',.\
2N c\‘}
b 2
: ~
. : L)
OYAL & MILDRED GRAY :
r DATE UNKNOWN
Sz N i e, S :
%
“SHAKING THE TOUGH ¢
oy OUT OF HIM.” L
o -
UNIDENTIFIED, AUDREY
3 GRAY, ROYAL GRAY —-
AUDREY GRAY .
1922 5 4 me
D “A TERROR TO SNAKES” : : : il |
) -~ P ;i'{
. 38 .
s VIRGINIA GRAY .
43 B 1922 el
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By 1930, Royal and Mildred were divorced. Royal was
living in Pine City and working at the power company.

Royal and Audrey were lodgers with Jerry and d

Josephine Collins on 3rd Ave. Betty and Virginia were '»
also in Pine City, living with Edward and Evelyn v &
Hakes. r

ROYAL GRAY

VARIOUS VIEWS OF THE DAM, OPERATED BY THE EASTERN MINNESOTA POWER CORPORATION

QJonas Gray Famny - pace 15 ?Q”F.!
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In March of 1930, Royal
(“Brownie”) made plans =
to open a restaurant. - e

ROYAL J. GRAY s
DIEDILAST SATURDAY| ..

- Jonas Gray ¢ awny

&t <he Grentzburg tal (g%
Baturcay, May 12bh, at <45 am, |

death re%lebzu acute ne;
DIEE: “%mm.
week before his death, suffering ’
from Weart Lrowble, and his con-f
ditlon grew steadily  worse and )
ne wes teken w the hospital lxle ~ _'..:- ’

:

) Friday nigat. I ]
. The restaurant did well. (o unsenl servions oy conane: s
£ Gtom the Prosbytorian onuren§ | oo,
S8 Royal even made plans to Nondav ariecaconat 2 Dekck 3

i : d i ere L T
enlarge it the following .?.“3"&%?}%%1 J’*

3 oy
, 4 ‘
ear. | -
| Y | €3
c S
45 PINE POKER o .‘i
ez | MARCH 13. 1930 bkt
| R . %a »
A =
: =
; oo Do
BROWNIE'S CHICKEN r
SHACK OPENS SATURDAY -

prownie Gray will open Lis
chicken ehask for business
gatarday. The shack, which (5
locuted un the: highway at the
south end of the bridge, hos
been closed Zuring the w.ontar,

PINE POKER
FEBRUARY 26, 1931

PINE POKER
APRIL 16, 1931

Royal continued to
run the restaurant
until his death in P‘;
1934 PINE POKER PIONEER : u

MAY 17, 1934
oJoNas Gray TamLy - pace 16
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A TOKEN FOR
BROWNIES
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| John Howard Gray, the third child born to Jonas and Florence Gray,
1 ;_,5 was born February 15, 1894, in Pine City. John joined the 3rd division of =

. the Minnesota Naval Militia and served as a seaman 2nd class during =
- World War I. s

B o

e 3
g i
N .

f 2 DEDICATED 70 THE MEMORY. JF THE NEMBERS CF TRE . =y
Saks o WRNESOTA TAVAL MILITA 5 ) :
4 a3 Ve iy LT S John’s name can be seen on the :

i .1 @ "'“u':)'l“'l:'?'t‘l:b.:‘u '-l 5‘:&%!:') = ‘“ - . .
g .o oo B memorial to honor those who =
a CBOMRN OSSN U FTORIALE, JOSES . WINESA OSERH. . . At
; ,:. .g:.;,‘.':c:_.‘mh' o E‘:ﬁ",:{fii‘:!-”"’ W served in the Third Division L %
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After World War I, John
went to work for the
Northern Pacific Railroad.

his old job here

. John Gray

returned, Iastbaturdny, from n 2-weeks
stay at Barnum where he served in o
railway office position, and is again at

PINE POKER

¢ John Grey takes the day job ut the JUNE 27, 1918

depat, left vacant by Arthur Dickin-
son’s leaving for training camp today,
and Paul Benda takes John's old place
while Dave McLaughlin takes the work
in the freight house.

INE POKER
JULY 25, 1918

John had a distinguishing feature that made
him unique. He had six fingers on each
hand and six toes on each foot. Herman

Borchers, owner of Borcher’s Shoes and a
neighbor, modified John’s leather shoes for

i~

"%
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JOHN GRAY 1922
THE WHITE BUILDING BEHIND
JOHN IS THE ORIGINAL
METHODIST CHURCH. IT WAS
REPLACED WITH A BRICK
BUILDING IN 1927.

JOHN GRAY STANDING IN FRONT
OF HIS HOME, FACING IT. THE
CATHOLIC PARISH HOUSE IS
BEHIND HIM. BORCHER’S HOUSE
IS JUST OFF THE PICTURE ON THE
RIGHT.
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1942

% tﬁendlnu the ‘brldal pa.ir vme

Miss Betty mv.
'Eroom, of this aﬁ%) c. Cm.r
of Brainerd,

turned to this eity . leav-
Ing Iater for Brainerd where
they will spepd a ey~
moon.

J Is a natlve of this com-
muni of City
high d te opera-
tor at the N. n cver
singe leav . His bride
- a t of this city

r some

Mr. amr Mrs. Gray will make
thelr n e
south or

wnds emnd hsar-

PINE POKER-PIONEER
OCTOBER 3, 1942

In 1942, John married Gladys Olson and acquired a ready made family,
11-year-old Orville & 4-yearold Mavis. Three grown children, Earle

Olson, Russell Olson and Elaine Larson had

_already left home when John and Gladys

married.

ORVILLE & MAVIS JOHN, GLADYS & MAVIS
1942 1942

MAVIS OLSON HOTCHKISS IN FRONT OF THE
GRAY FAMILY HOME. THE METHODIST
CHURCH, BUILT IN 1927, IS IN THE
BACKGROUND.

QJoNas Gray TAmLy - pace 19
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~ John lived in the family home south of the Methodist Church until his =
<5 - retirement in 1959, when he and Gladys moved to California. 9
53 S
8 L
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s THE GRAY FAMILY HOME AT 530 8TH ST. SW. ~ ‘: -
";-‘ JOHN WALKING MAVIS DOWN THE AISLE g e
AT THE METHODIST CHURCH 1957 i
| After 44 years as a Rites Hi >
~ telegrapher, John retired g H. . e’
3 . % -‘r;'i
- August 14, 19509. R A Ho i
4% STk Private funeral services for Jot denly q
G llGh!:%ﬂhﬁuHumuuLCMLAuysyuu.unlhurwuln 1,58
»t ., m.. : mq&a&u c.xy.wpqm. Olivet lodga i ‘,sf
S Ry X : . - : .
A chrpel ot Foaiara, Calt - Bk st b
;\ =t 50 with burial in | r¢n, Russell Otson of Palos Yerdss, -
Acrec Memial Gerdens in Blocm- Calir; Flaine Larscn of F B
) e , X ontana, !
by ingion, Callf, Celt} Orville Olon af Litletork,
4 IhuhVIml&mnh!huﬂ:lnnu and  Mavis Hotchiiss of 1
2 Eetesnert S il
o~ Olson un October % 1042 ; and o ‘e
iy ' ] =
h-‘:' 's: -
(P york v |
;52 '3 s
i AR P
44 John died in 1967. He was last of the g P
i five G il Tivi &
o ve Gray sons still living. &
N i
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Mavis Olson was 4 when her mother, Gladys married John Gray. She
. has wonderful memories growing up in the Gray family home.

“Thinking about the Gray family has brought back so many
memories of my growing up in their "old" home. We were a
very bappy family. fobnnie did not want my Mother to have
to work cleaning offices after they were married so

she was able to be active in Ladies Auxiliaries. She

became a Gold Star Mother when my oldest GOLD
brother Earle was killed in Hawaii in 1945. STAR

ORVILLE AGE 9 &
MAVIS AGE 2
1942

“When 1 was in first grade, I broke my leg
and was in the Northern Pacific hospital in
the Cities. I had a cast from my chest to my
ankles and they bad a wooden bar across my
chest to carry me, but I just remember being
in bed for months. When the cast came off;
they bought me a tricycle and the doctor was
amazed at my recovery.”

“We bad no TV but listened to the radio programs.
Jobnnie listened to all the Lakers games and kept
score while also doing crosswords.”

“We always had a
Jigsaw puzzle going on a
table. We played a lot of
card games and Mother
and Jobnnie had several
card clubs.”
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- “Tobnnie & Mother never bad a car;
2 “ﬁ they walked everywhere and in the
N’ s winter Jobnnie wore a buffalo coat.
-~ When storms hit and the highway
| was closed, we bad strangers staying
- atour house who sometimes became
 friends’.

@* ‘ MAVIS AND A FRIEND,
| JEAN BJORKLUND, IN

THE BACKYARD OF THE
GRAY HOME.

Y «Orville worked at the bowling alley setting pins and one day
be brought me a tiny kitten that lived a long life.”

“Because Jobnnie worked for the railroad,
we had a family pass so Mother and I took
several trips over the years.”

Jobnnie was a wonderful person. I am so thankful he was my "dad".

QJonas Gray FAMLY - pAcE 22
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~ Jonas and Florence Grays fourth son, Earl Eugene Gray, was born July =~
3 ,“‘ 11, 1896, in Pine City. Much of the information on the Gray family :
| came from two photo albums that belonged to Earl. After graduatmg | --f"

- from high school in Pine City, Earl attended the Bliss Electrical School

..n
in Washington D.C. =
“"-
b
.
" 3 :‘ ‘
it Farl Gray left last Thursday fer | w !
At Wanahingto 1, L where he  will at- ‘ tt
enid the Bl icrneal chool Earl ot
‘ hng heen em loved in the Bnstern Min- "B RS
hiegota power bouse at Chengwatana for )
‘ ) yent and hin stadies will enrry ‘l-
| b alonge the game hin o i bright -
aguni mun with s naturad bunt toward B
moelanics and hiy Hosts ol friends al ‘:
home nrt anfident that he will Iu g
Ilm wid aof in hiw chioden orl R
PINE POKER
SEPTEMBER 28, 1916
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While he was in Washington D.C.,,
Earl attended the Inaugural Parade | =
for President Wilson.

" ) ; olonas Gray Famny - pace 23 ‘?"g—l::
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hired by the Bell Telephone company of Pittsburg.

- -

In February of 1918, Earl
enlisted in the aviation corps.

" Word received from Earl Gray
by his parents, states that he is at
Columbus, Ohio, and had his ex-
amination but will have to under- |
go a slight operation befure he
will be accepted.

PINE POKER
FEBRUARY 14, 1918

‘ Earl Gray has just
gone to Sacramento, Cal,, from a
| 2-months training course at the avin-

L A R . 2 . '
‘4 : He was aSSlgned to Mather Fleld n tion field at Houatnn, Tex., and is B
» : 2 Qac : o
o Calif . serving at the Sacramento field as an L 3
B3 Sacramento, alirornia. ingtructor in arreal gunning, E\v
. .
< PINE POKER !}
g JUNE 27, 1918 I

MATHER FIELD

HOSPITAL SHIP

oJonas Gray Famny - pace 24
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ed in February 1919, and was in Pine City that
summer. He was able to participate in the Welcome Home event held ,Q
on July 4th to honor all Pine County citizens who had served during t}z

the war. r

PINE CITY
JULY 4, 1919

EARL IS ON THE
KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS FLOAT,
RIGHT UNDER THE

0 g R IN
~ BRECKENRIDGE’S

Judging by all the
vehicle photos it would
appear that Earl was
fond of anything that
would go.

Ear) Gray mntor-cyeled to Coy-
uns, Toesday, for a few doys visit
with Spencer Daniels. whu ts em-
ploved in the bank at rhat place.

PINE POKER
AuUuGuUST 26, 1915

NOTE THE FAIRGROUNDS IN THE
@OFAS @RAS AMLY - pAcE 25 BACKGROUND OF THIS EARLY
MOTORCYCLE PHOTO.
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.~ After World War I, Earl came back to Minnesota and got work as a
- mechanic and electrician in Fairmont.

i
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PERHAPS IT WAS AN AD
LIKE THIS ONE FROM THE
JULY 1919 PINE POKER

THAT CONVINCED EARL TO |
PURCHASE A DORT.

S
EARL GRAY 1922 IN THE LITTLE DORT

Earl had tuberculosis and spent considerable time recovering during
1920 - 1923, at the Ah-Gwah-Ching Sanatorium near Walker.

393 AH-GWAH-CHING 1921

AH-GWAH-CHING 1921

‘.; oJoNas Gray TaMLY - pace 26
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One of Earl’s best friends was Spencer Daniels. When Spencer married
Ruth Lones in 1924, Earl served as best man.

SPENCER DANIELS AND | I
RUTH LONES MARRIED

Sgencer  Danfels and Miss Rath
Lotaen wore untod In marrbage a0 Lin
home of the Urle's molier In Mas
kanto o Tutsday alterncon, Decem-
Der 29rd. Miss Wonnlrsd Daley amd
Barl Gray sttosded the bridsl cennls
Orly relatyes sad cae 03 vy rlends
were present ab the Ceqemony
A selditg dlunsr wes scived, [od
owing the ceremony, and ‘he neawly-
wods left for the Twin =ldes that
evoring Ihey Wil msake Uls nome |
in Webator, Wis, vhere Nir "unlels
Is engaged 13 Gae oll Duskaeas

The groom !x the som of Nre Al
H. Danlels, who recextly lott Pl
Chy te mm'ce bhee holno Wi o
daugtter in Wadone, He came lore
with 315 folks In 1915 and  atiernxded
he loecal eeloole. Oa leaving school

Nere, 3¢ vent o Crosky wlhere ke - o,

aas «nployal ir a bank for o couple
o1 yuwars Me wwe o the aedviloe
{rring the war and on his dicharge
he teok o pesition with tae U 8
Interzal revenue  depurtiment  wilh
hewlquarters at Pairmont Ho Iater
Dppeacd 43 olfice as o achilc soiuusit

unt in Mankats and a coaple ol d Eal'l WOI'ked in FairmOnt,

months se aurchizmsd e besiness ot

e B T TR ¢ B : Minnesota as a mechanic

and  radocd

fn Tonp Cily, geadualiisg (raer Ui L

(Lo brcal high sehosl i 1015, She and an electrician for D.S.

targht school [or nree yvars aac ’ .

thon tock a course In the Mirmea } , " Mllne.

polls busizess college. Afler e sgia ’

daatlae  thers, she WOX o Dosition

with the reveaue dogartmend nt Man

kuo whers sie has resided smee - ' -
Thy many flends of tho rowiyweds :

here Wi be plemsad te hiear of (sl B .
marriage and will Jaln i extending
congratuativns anl boat woshao . £ E Y

P s .
INE POKER , . .F :
JANUARY 1, 1925 "o 'JEE ]m gi‘ .
‘ " 3 LA
Fl p 0,
3 N el

SPENCER DANIELS RUTH LONES

_A

. MILNE & DA EARL’S HOME IN FAIRMONT
BETTY Lou
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Earl was kilied ina

Tne City wns shocond, hn'
sy evenlag, wies vard m|
rereived Boare annomctng e
ALl of Barl Gray and a fellow.-
pilol, Ray Pomcl, wlueh weaalted |
froe an aplane emash  venr
Nevads, luwa. xarl was kikeg)
nsterty und Pued lived only o)
fow miutes, dviag Dsfore 1w |
feselmed u e miociucs ot Nevada

The aceldont oseyurcd on e
farm of Roy Pond's parseis Mr |
and M Chariess Pond e they
were tasing off 1n Bar s Momo-
CCuom un bwelr relurn o Yal-
uns about 4 oclock Triday af-
erToie.

Barl wos lmumllisg o cune |
0L OF B poayw and wns atart |
g L cide above e owe.
Junl wfler Lakig off, o M Punsd
5. WRS stanfiug near we hons:
wWavidy soechys to bhe two pl-
ot Av o hefght of et 00
ferl sometling went wrong, 0%
b plane =ue Bapcng tn o oure
nnd =t towasd the earth 1n o
Bowe-dive, orashiiz on are vins
arsl burging asdf in the grouw |
Tee impact of W el tanea
both e oeeogquanks fursced s
By wend critad An the eash-
Buwred of Lw plane

Witk Poeef™ fatter mar b
BOvas war Jlank Ancerson, an
snlinubile seccanacs whbo wore
wmacniag e lakeelt NIkt
was able twosa, what caused Sl
necldent. Tar plare arsgosed on
SIS Iaiin VALl less clian thilzy
fest Loat the salmman®s  cal
HEOLF WAlch 1Y WO Slaning

Sa:l end Road Ixt Falrmont
phort 7 c'slecs Sriday morring
for Soane, 14, where Bal. was 0
taks an exnonetion for o 4 |,
lot’s Nrense. alwer winch cthey||
flew w0 the: Pocd home for &
shoee 71w s here |

Boy Poed wae Qulte well|
kre=n wre o2 he Fad peooep |
arsed Earl %o Fire City 13 the|
place B summuer when o cum-
e of o0 paasr Rery were k-
8 %p.  Barls Nonoaoupe won
moat nf the Famaxen st the meommt |
ME ceMbration ars at Faskion |
Plobed by Johs Kopp, with Xarl
AL A8 Jde 182 shin 100% Tl n
Clow clugm! slap rees Joel L U
deod -atdck onding and thied in
bomoing.  Karl had plannes
By b Bize Sy, Balurduy wllee-
nOSE., 16 1pind the Wick jea with
B Doy Seow, Jubia st Muy-
RL

FeLEWAL Dectipl Of Lim ek
uf e Lugoecdy Loere, fepuld Giny
RS s alod W Uicdl Dlspeshard
Belt for Palinon. anlviag Lieec
phort 4 decek Satunday mien-
g Imasedictedy; upon  thel:
nreivnl taere they were taken
by D 5. Mo Eorl's emplower,
80 Nevada, Thoy  fuund s
plame o total SEcek, Wity the ox-
ception of i Lwws eliidl mal
remosed oed ok o Falrmon:
Earl's body mas Leougla cdirect
0 Pine Clty for interrers

T

plane crash in October 1930.

Military Fureral

ware Dl kol Mamday nlter-
Bean, with sraicds by fev Lar-
R0 doficsesa i Lae Mwinodal]
“Hhureh v 238 crchoct waeier the !
Ruspioes of the Lion Heatk Post
uf the Amcrican Leglun, M3ltary |
Heonors wiee prid o 1oa formes |
soldler 'y comrudin ax the Zap-|
Amgerd Saakre was IResa W
Engl resiing place Gtk the N--
fng of the regulation selute by
2 guard from Motery 2 “Taps’
the bugle call et simown oll
Areriosn saldieer tn resl  wmny
sounded oY Hennelh Cox kit
wery vager. Thw laew cur-
sepe was poervchel  drom the
absrch e tns wemsiary BY a sol-
or guard, bensing  the  Wnlial
Slates  and Amarean Leglon
1 the Aring epuad cod gpaasc
of hotie.  The :Amuts wero labe
it sl i MEselvacod oimebiry.
The pell earers wore, Boick Rar-
aan, 1. A, Camedk, Cramr -
boy, Pick Howu ke, Won. Chiclloen
and A C Kliceer,
AL LW R VIS W Oml sy Dl
At the pemetery Cutl Fresman
in Al

| tribe

AR AR Aad rites (0w Bl Gray |

M hie cpliseed o thEa avsstion
oarns in the Woele War e
WA alationed at the army ava-
Hen Nelds at S5t Louls. San An- |
o, Texis ans Notlwr Fleld, |
Colifoenia, and wos €ischayged
a Bul dinure after 22 mowid: of |
servie. He qpert two  yeaos|
werting Al Visgink Minn, ane
yoear Ir talltoratn st e
worked 45 2 meckanie ind olpe-|
trician at Fatrmont He sulfs|
ered an ofack of tuberculosts
of tlee thioat el Gfte: o Lsce
yeur Ot conguered thul cdis-
ease sinl returziea o Nix cacc

HEe ook it al avistior -
ANt UOn LY parck used the rew
Velle Monccoxps last spelng and
Just befoce Lis dautls nienawd
a dmated comupmerelal pioty i

conse.  Iafl Ly mourn nie oe

peclure e three orothers, Durs
wir of Grainsed, and Jolan aol )|

(Conlim:d an nst e

maullnu; irom page V)

Rurnl # Ploe City, el Eaxd L)

st cf b @ Wi xRy
ty snil mas respecicd ot ul-
wared by all wliv Sww Bim

Tarl maz o member of 182 Mo
s Locge ot Plue Uiy axd the
Farmoed Chapler <€ Boval Areh
Mot and wax nliz 0 menbe
af the Yatrmool American Le
gl Pock

rrireds and cehtlws  froca
out of wan here foe bhe Teseal
waie,

Mr and Mry Darat Grar ol
Doatnerd, Cada Hallis and
MEX Starcwertler of Sua
e Mrs. Wolf and dasghter and
Glenn Okmer of Harely M2 and
s Bareox Cower of Noris
Bounck, BMrs. Freves af Sad
slarw, Mra, Carl Wallaoe of Fops
1y, Wis., MIs Pasicer of Alberd
Lea and mor  deeghler, Mis
Pl Purker ol Saliwos, Mr
ANl Mis Scercer Denvla ul
Eokoter, Wis  miel DX 4Xd Mra
Teagea amd  FYane Faar ool
Jalrmon!

Tie 2080wWing I taken fru:
1w Folrwomt Sesdne

“Earl was it ORIY 20 exced-
kut mestanic bot s maisanan x
well, apd e Soalle 0of 008
tame wud Vool 1o selling 29
orehis provvrorss Dovugloul
thx bestucy. Lo this Wiy v
palabliinig a wide aovrm ol
and hod many Mieds KO L0
mized Bl B28 NS QUi unmes
sax'y 2 morroraed for e hun-
sely of Lk chraolg,

*HON 2GS 20k gocd meermn
e, reing Inrditr willl catows
Tordx 22 machiroyy, paciicuiarly
astameilies  Svse Toe oy
hood B Rad o destre B> B9 axd
A2 karrd e fundomentals of
avnsine ssawral e age

WAl Uiy b Jelrwdd 2|
25 brfare he knrwor Tond the 2
tor hot glven b mueks vaasbls

ac fiyrg eme

aud bow
& A0 0 aEMooRs s |
ZAaer wen 2anad got sl em- |
pheyrent, Jeoen Kign, of Winee
DAxS, oodmatid Urayy nate

PINE POKER
OCTOBER 16, 1930
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FRIAGE auzw six Fears STATHE]R
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TONRTY OO U L com
Sulel Lo gt ook [0F & canpis
Of Years ux y: o e Voerny
mapinl  Hr defuroed scat &
TRLG age und had yeea walg the
KATADe SIECR tEul Ume
Tl tovk up (HG0R DoOLL an
3ea23 3g0. He golalnrteq on it
while Iu ke aomy cnd cllegdh-
47 was 22l to Bave about 1w )
TIFing howrs 1o B credit
N tnd onr e 1Scace yos-
berday 0 take 3 ;E0t"s 8 RIna- |
in s e
TGRAYY ercale wre dead Me
It cmrsived 9 thrre Lentwry
Daretn, of Brulnezd ana Joan
and Reyul of Pae Sily
“The &=ih of Ws welwr Tn
reree 0 Fllrmecd, Feb M, s |
WS & Lrapedy 1 Stz life Pt
had gut Liveren throgn g ]
tleol, n spite o8 Farls ewn
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rerwe hnd Des:  wetadished in!
Proethoe in DUlUtE Ew A nirirk-
n Meh Sonpap o  He
Wis In s hapital st Davenpaet
~AVA Lal Farl Brought we w
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MeFerury 2t Ghwn  resisence
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ofi this bewe Mo NoNeeay
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.~ Lorenzo was Jonas and Florence Gray’s youngest son. He was born 1R
A " November 29, 1900, in Pine City. With the help of his brother Earl, )
" Lorenzo went to dental school and set up a practice in Duluth in 1923.
A year later Lorenzo became ill with sleeping sickness. His brother |
Earl took care of him until his death in February 1930. e

DR. LORENZO GRAY e
MARRIED CHRISTMAS @'
ey e e see et [ On. Christmas Day S
e . L cmouill oo 4 Lorenzo [
e e woies o @ married  Clara
coonn w0 Ness. They had no
w o we o wioats v ol children.

u In el
i v : : ene iy
pe belng sremes A addins Jdione
s e oo BADR. LORENZO GRAY |
r the il wagd~ and i} e ‘ | ’
i e A DIED THIS MORNING -
1 th Liaw: O% | !
T '.li~; jusitict of the docto I T LT ! o
R e e g t I'r Lorenzo Giray heather ol
o of Tre City and was born JREE. Jo and Joha Gray of Fince |
oA hwen He b3 5 grahusts City, passced away at Falimont
Eced vl an enm phetlon this morming at 4 o'clocz. Fun-
1 s eral services will probably  be |
TRy WINED e 00Kk AV Beld Fere althengh asrangrements | ady
i H"”(h(' ’i:""‘"""" SO Lacdn't been made as we po o | =ty ¥
\ '!!'.;; ‘A". ’j' lll|lv l-'\—l': ’ ": }l’\.“ N : | ;.';
TG B Dolak and b iscanideotl: Dr. Gray was bora and rmsad ‘4 ‘_‘
yroar by hexgrs amd Bounis 1 Pime Cainy He 1s o zraduate !
N sxgedarity of hle barksxl dn of the local high schoo! and of ‘L EW
s FPlue Ciy lay fllosed hioe ol the dental college of the Uni- “"-
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That is the end of the Jonas Gray family.
Five sons and only one heir, Royal’s son
Audrey, to carry on the name. We could
find no evidence that Audrey had children.
It appears he died in California at age 30.

Royal, the only Gray son who had children of his
own, also had two daughters, Bette & Virginia.

 Bette Gray and
Ed Peterson Wed

Bette married Edwin
Peterson. Bette and Edwin

On Salurdsy, Aoril (Tth, 1943, 3 .
e on i vhony | had 4 children. Bette died

Wheeler of 84, Paul, became she
hride of Bdwin V. Poterson, of
Taft. 0521911113. an of Mr and
Mrs, Charies Petarson of Pine
Cily, .n a ﬂﬂﬂe riag vecaing,
performed at the Wilshilie Cliup-
el in Lo: Angeles, Californ'a,
The chapel was besntifilly
deccrated with gerdenias, cam-
ellas and sweet peas, and light
was furnlsk

in 2014, at the age of 9s.
She is buried at Fort
Snelling with her husband.

5 . ed Ly cardles, Acuuc;
AUkl ongan toncert was plave
trroughaut the dength of the
cerencny, The bride came down
ire aige on the amm of her step-
fathier, MMr. Wheeler, wrlle e
Lohengrin Wedding March was
playad by Mrs James of Los
Angeles. Rev. Jessee verformed
the ceremony with about thirty
W forty (rienls and rela;ves ol
the bridel coupl in atteadanze.

Tre bride waz beautiful in a
gown of lace and whits ehiffon
ard wore & finger tip vell. Eer
boruquet was Colonial style or
cameliay and while sweel peas.
Har atlendant, Mrs, Harlon Lar-

n _nee ELaine Olsan) forrerly

of Plne City, now rejidiny In
celiroraia, was attired in blue
nel and currled 3 bouguets Of varl
colored sweot peons. groem
‘wis attended hy Farlan Larsen,
friend oi the coable.
: F'O'.IOI' g ihe cere‘non;é a
weddiug dlangr was hela r 8
fgucata at the home of Mr, and
Mrs. Frank Hyde ‘n Tos Anpel.
€s.

The hippy couple will make
thrr ome in Caliorna, where
Eddic ix now in teaining as an
air eadet in the army air eoree,
Mrs. Prterson is emnlaved hy
the Retail Coeclt exrpany at
Los Angeles, as o st2nog-apher.

Doch Mr. amd Mz Peletsun we
wall known in Plne Oty, aav-
Ing attended the loeal =chaals
and doth beink emploved by the
uoca‘-ija pottling company at
o= Lline.

PINE POKER PIONEER
APRIL 1943

Virginia married Dr. Leo
Albert Zaworski. Virginia
died in 1987, and is buried
at Sunset Memorial Park
Cemetery in Hennepin
County, Minnesota. She
had two daughters.

oJonas Gray Famny - pace 30
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Virginia Gray-
Dr. L. Zaworski
Wed February 15

Vhginia Gray, daughter of
Mrs. Ber: Whealtr of St Pail,
perame we bride of Dr, Lto A.
Zaworsgl, son of Mrs, K. A, Zi-
worassl of Mluaeapolls ab w aup-
tisl high mass in 8;, Mark's
church, Baturday, Frbrusry .5.
Reverend Fathoy Roufs reac the
B:0D) am service whike appro-
priate mosic was provided Oy
th2 erganis; end soloist,

The bride was beautiful in a
white satin gown fashicned with|
long skeves, sve:theart neck-
lre, lkng iraln and nagsrup
vell held o place with a peirl
sced crovn, She ¢arriel & bou~
quet of cechids and white roaca.

Atterding tac bride were two
friendz Mary Riglow and Jancml
Mootre, bath of Minneapolis. They |
wore floor lengih pastel siripe
talfeta gowng with coronet
|erowns and carried colonial bou-
{quets cf carnations,

The bridegtoom was altended
by his vrother, Edvard Zawordkl
of Minueapolls 35 best aan, sad
Dz. Charles Ziegler, a frimnd, of
Panrzylvania, sarved as ushor,

Following the odremony, a
wedding areakfost wis served to
the bridal party. Later, a re-
ception was held in the Heane-
Pin rocm o! the Nicollet for 100
guests snd a buffet luncheon
WES jerved,

Later, the couple left for Chi-
cizo and polnts =ast. Tiwxy will
e a; home alb 1410 Poctland 3.,
Minneapolly after March 1st.

Virginia iz well known .n Pine
City, kaving lived here for a
numser of years, She iz o grad.
uate of the Pine Clty hizh school
and Uriversity of Misnesota and
has bten employed in the Iowry
Medical Arts Cllnle 23 an X-my
techniclan, Dr. Zaworskl is a
gradoale of St. Narys couege,
Winvaa and Murqueste Undver-
sty wmedcal schodl,

Those ram Pine City who at-
tead:d the wedding were Mr.
ard Mrs J. 3. Gray and Mrs
Rober: Wileox.
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A lo.ml history project by:
Pine City Area ﬁlstory Assaciation

Preserve & Share Pine City Area History

For some reason, we received a variety of items, from muftiple sources, connected to
the Jonas Gray family over a six-month period in 2017. Qoming across the Gillette
Hospital video was the impetus to organize the material to tell their story. We are
grateful to everyone who contributed a piece to the puzzle. In 2019, the arrival of a
second Earl Gray photo album, along with some family photos tucked into & third
album, provided the material needed to fill out our original project and turn it into &
book. Special thanks goes to Mavis Olson Hotchkiss, the step-daughter of John
Gray. She has heen safe guarding the photo albums for years and felt it was
important that they go somewhere. We are very happy to be that somewhere.

Our thanks go out to:

Bobh Rarlson
Jim Foster
Mavis Olson Hotehkiss
The Pine Qity Pioneer
Patti Bisset
Margery Stratte Swanson
Nora McKinnon

To learn more about the Pine City Area History Association visit our Website
at: pinecityhistory.com
or join us on Facebook at: facebook.com/PineCityHistory

Copies of this book can be ordered from our website:
pinecityhistory.com
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FAane Culy «

315 Main Street South, Suite 170
Pine City, MN 55063
320 - 322 - 9208
Email: pcahistory@gmail.com
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