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In February of 1897 Pine City had a special election to vote 
for bonds to bring electricity to town. This was the second 
vote to bond for electricity. The first vote had passed but the 
company for whom the bonds were for had backed out and 
the bonds were declared null and void.

Pine County Pioneer 
February 12, 1897

There was enough concern that 
there were two pleas in the 
paper urging people to vote.

Pine County Pioneer 
February 12, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
February 26, 1897

The vote passed and the town 
eagerly looked forward to the 
arrival of not only electric 
lights but a mill as well.
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Following the election the city council considered two 
proposals and chose the firm of Allen, Dewar & Co. to 
provide Pine City with a grist mill and electricity.

Pine County Pioneer 
March 12, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
February 26, 1897

The city then adopted a 
resolution that stated all their 
expectations.
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As so often happens there 
were some citizens that 
compla ined about the 
project. The paper tried to 
calm everyone, and laid out 
support. 

Pine County Pioneer 
March 19, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
April 2, 1897

Work began:

Mr. Allen & Mr. Dewar, owners of 
Pine City Milling & Electric 
Company came to town to check 
on progress.

Pine County Pioneer 
April 9, 1897
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Pine County Pioneer 
May 7, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
June 11, 1897

Work continued over the next few months.

Pine County Pioneer 
May 14, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
May 28, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
June 25, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
August 13, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
August 27, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
September 3, 1897

Finally in September the 
grist mill was ready for 
operation.



Compiled By:

Pine City was soon producing 
its own brands of flour.

Pine County Pioneer 
September 10, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
September 10, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
September 17, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
September 3, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
September 24, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
October 1, 1897
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Pine County Pioneer 
February 26, 1897

Pine City after construction of the Flour Mill

photo courtesy of Jim Foster
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Pine County Pioneer 
February 26, 1897

1899 Sanborn Map 
photo from 1901 Souvenir Booklet
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Work towards bringing 
e lect r i c i ty to town 
continued.

Pine County Pioneer 
October 15, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
September 17, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
October 1, 1897

Then a snag was hit, the city decided not 
to install street lights and it was found 
not enough citizens were willing to  
commit to the 
l i ght ing o f  
their places of 
business. The  
a r r i va l o f 
electricity was 
put on hold.

Pine County Pioneer 
October 22, 1897

Pine County Pioneer 
February 11, 1898
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Pine County Pioneer 
January 27, 1899

Pine City remained in the dark until January 
of 1899 when Frank McCormack of Duluth 
came to town and 
made the vi l lage 
counci l an of fer 
they couldn’t refuse.

Shortly after the 
village council met 
and pa ssed an 
ordinance to allow 
Frank to erect poles 
for the wires.

Pine County Pioneer 
February 10, 1899
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Less than a week later 
Frank and his family 
arrived in Pine City, 
ready  to begin.

Pine County Pioneer 
February 17, 1899

Pine County Pioneer 
March 10, 1899

Pine County Pioneer 
March 3, 1899

Breckenridge Pharmacy 
was scheduled to get 12 
lights.

Pine County Pioneer 
March 3, 1899
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Pine County Pioneer 
April 7, 1899

The boiler 
arrived and 
in less than 
two weeks 
and there 
wou ld be 
lights.

Pine County Pioneer 
April 21, 1899

Some more 
equipment 
is installed.

 Just a few 
days!

And then .......................
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There were a few kinks 
in the first try. The 
second attempt a day 
l a te r wa s more 
successful and many 
were surprised by the 
difference the lights 
made in the streets.

Pine County Pioneer 
May 5, 1899

Pine County Pioneer 
MAY 12, 1899

The success of the lights 
was lauded in a front 
page article on May 12.

Further back 
in the May 
12 th paper 
was another  
bit of news 
about Frank 
McCormack.

The moment arrived!
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And the new plant was 
off and running. Electric 
lights had arrived in Pine 
City. 

Pine County Pioneer 
May 12, 1899

Pine County Pioneer 
MAY 19, 1899

Lee Fairbanks was hired 
on as an engineer to run 
the plant.

Things ran smoothly for a few days. Then the 
May 19th paper explained the problem.

P r o b l e m 
solved, they 
got on with 
running the 
plant.

Wires were 
hung, wood 
was bought.

May 19, 1899

May 26, 1899

May 26, 1899

Then in Januar y 1900, the 
following appeared.

January 5, 1900
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The Electric Light Plant 
changed ownership. The 
ne w owner made an 
attempt to run the plant 
but it was determined 
that new equipment was 
needed.

Pine County Pioneer 
March 30, 1900

Pine County Pioneer 
April 6, 1900

Pine City was a ga in 
without electric lights. 

It appears that this was a task Mr. 
Richardson was not keen on 
assuming. Two weeks later the 
paper announced that he had sold 
the business. 

The purchaser was R.P. Allen of 
the Pine City Milling Company, 
the company that had come to 
town two years before with the 
intent to bring electricity to town 
until the city council had failed to 
uphold their end of the deal.

Pine County Pioneer 
April 20, 1900

The council appeared 
more eager to cooperate 
this time.
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Pine County Pioneer 
May 18, 1900

Pine County Pioneer 
April 20, 1900

The city wasted no time 
meeting and deciding 
what was needed. Less than a month later Pine City 

had electric lights again.

Pine County Pioneer 
JUNEl 14, 1901

This time the lights were 
on for good.

R.P. Allen wasted no 
time getting the job 
started.

Pine County Pioneer 
April 27, 1900

Pine County Pioneer 
MaY 25, 1900
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Pine County Pioneer 
February 26, 1897

Pine City Mill & Electric
photo from R.P. Allen Photo Album, PCAHA


