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Pine Poker  
June 26, 1919

In 1917 Pine County 
citizens were sent off 
to World War I with 
elaborate send offs. 
On July 4, 1919 a 
celebration was held 
in Pine City to 
welcome home all 
those citizens who 
had served in World 
War I. An extensive 
program was planned.



A special issue of The Pine Poker was put out on July 4, 1919. It included among 
other things, a schedule, and a list of the dead.
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Concerts, food, sporting events, a 
parade, a military ball and fireworks 
were all organized. 

Instructions for feeding the crowds 
were given.



Hartley Robey received 
the Distinguished 

Service Cross.

In addition to the list of those who died the 
special July 4th edition of the Pine Poker 
contained lists of those who served, those who 
had returned home and accounts of those who had 
received special awards.
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Hannes Rypkema received 
the Distinguished 

Service Cross.

George Carlson received 
a Croix de guerre
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Mrs. Minnie Woodhead 
was recognized for her 
remarkable Red Cross 

work.

Franklin Scott received 
a Croix de guerre



Local businesses filled the special edition with ads welcoming the men back.
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Earl Gray served in the aviation corps in World War I. He was back in Pine City for the 
homecoming celebration One of the three images we have of the event comes from his 
scrapbook.

Earl stands at the front of the float, right under the R in the Breckenridge sign.
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Our second image of the event is a postcard by C. A. Neil. Neil worked as a 
photographer in Pine City from approximately 1916 to 1920. This photo is taken 
on 5th street SE just a few stores south of the previous photo . The Sauser’s 
Hardware sign is visible in the upper left.
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The event also sought to honor the dwindling number of Civil War veterans.

Our third image of the event is another postcard by Neil. The men in the car are 
Civil War veterans while the World War I veterans walk behind the car.
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The July 10, 1919 edition of the Pine Poker detailed the success of the event.

It was a proud day in 
Pine City.


