The story of the Albert Nelson Family
& their Coca-Cola roots in
Pine City, Minnesota.




e

berte Ve om Janu@
C"%

The story of one Pine City family.

Compiled in 2016, & revised in 2022 by Fudy Scholin with the Nelson Family,

Q Pine City Area History Association




The story starts with Albert Nelson

Albert was the 4th of seven children born to Norwegian immigrants, Andrew and
Annetta Nelson. Born in Neenah, Wisconsin, on June 4, 1871, Albert was the first of
Andrew and Annetta’s children to be born in the United States. By 1880, the family was
settled on a farm in Green Valley, Wisconsin.

The 1880 Census

Andrew & Annetta |-~ focss” Y]
Nelson Children - o/ ¥

Emma 1863
Louisa 1865
Rudolph 1866
Albert 1871
Charles 1873 -
Julia 1874 . v
Nels 1877 : /o /s /AR
Green Valley, Wisconsin.

/ |

Andrew Nelson may have farmed when he first arrived in the United States, and his
sons may have grown up on the farm but it doesn’t appear they were farmers at heart.
Rudolph was the first to leave. The 1900 Census shows Rudolph is living in Sheboygan.
He has married and is working as a telephone lineman. Andrew is still farming in Green
Valley, and sons Charles & Nels still live at home and work as farm laborers. On January
11, 1897, Albert married Anna Paulson of Green Valley, Wisconsin. By the 1900 census,
Albert & Anna were living on their own and had 2 daughters. Albert’s occupation is
listed as farmer. The 1900 census is the last time any of the Nelsons claim farming as
their occupation.

By 1910, Albert and his father Andrew

1910 Census were living in Gillett, Wisconsin and

Rudolph is an electrician. working at the local pop factory. In 1910,

Charles is a laborer working in a pop factory would have been

Nels is a saloon proprietor a modern occupation made possible by two
Albert & Andrew are pop makers | recent inventions.

e In 1892, the crown cork bottle cap was e In 1899, the first patent was issued
patented. There was finally a way to for a glass-blowing machine for the
keep the bubbles inside the bottle. automatic production of glass bottles.




Gillett, Wisconsin, about 1910

Below:
1910 Gillett Bottling Works
ad from the
July 9, 1910, issue of the
Gillett Times

Drink Doings!

The latest news on the drink
question is that the

GILLETIT BOTILING WORKS

make all the drinks that are
fit to drink.

SOME OF THEIR DELICIOUS BEVERAGES
Hy-Ball Ginger Ale, Seltzer,
Orange Cider, Cherry Cider,

Cream Sods, Mineral Water,
Bireh Beer, Crown Brew, and
meny other Carbonated drinks

Sorensen Brothers
»¥ PROPRIETORS
Gillett, - Wisconsin

1912 Map of Gillett, Wisconsin
A R by |

Home of Andrew
Nelson

McKenzie St.

Home of Albert
Nelson

Garden St.

RASTEN s/ Lonctn
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Albert & Anna Nelson’s daughter, Emily, shared her
memories of the early years.

“This story begins at the time of Halley's comet. The
place is Gillett, Wisconsin. The year was 1909 or
thereabouts. The setting is the location of the first
bottling works that our parents started. At least I don't
remember if there were any previous "Pop-factory"
locations where our Dad was involved. The shop and our
home were in the same building. It was built against a
hillside at the back. The two top floors were our home
and the bottling business was in the basement. The barn
was at the foot of the hill.

Emily Nelson Reid The 1910 Census

This was almost a one-man pr——— —
operation. Dad was the mixer, the el pre :
bottler and the delivery man. The
bottling machine was worked
manually. Each bottle was placed on a
small platform, filled and capped
using a foot pedal. There was a
carbonation tank by the side of the
machine. Occasionally a bottle would
break when being filled and the glass
would fly. The washing was done by
hand using three shallow tanks, one
was a soaker, the second to wash and
the last to rinse. I have a faint recollection that buck-shot was used to clean the inside
of the bottles. I don't recall anything about disinfectants but maybe it was used in one
of the tanks. Our Grandma and Grandpa Nelson (Annette and Andrew) often helped
with the job of washing the bottles. They lived in their own home in another part of
town. Mother had a big family to care for and I don't recall that she ever helped in the
shop. We children were not allowed in there, especially when Dad was bottling. I do
remember that in the summertime we picked berries in the woods behind our house.
We would take our pails of berries to the windows of the shop to show to Dad and
each got a bottle of pop. On certain days Dad would deliver to his customers.




I suppose he took orders at the same time because I don't remember having a
telephone until many years later.

Occasionally in the summer he took one of us with him when delivering pop.
He had a big delivery wagon drawn by a team of horses. In the winter he had a big
sleigh which had a box on it for the cases. He covered the cases in winter with
blankets to keep the pop from freezing. He wore a big fur coat and fur cap. I think
the coat was made of bear skin, it was shaggy and had a brown beaver collar. Those
were difficult trips and it was usually dark when he got home. He carried a lantern as
he drove and then to put the horses in the barn.

We moved from there to Green Valley. The next venture in the bottling business
was in Green Bay. Through some contact Dad learned of a bottling works there that
was looking for investors. Dad
invested $1500. That was a good sum The 1920 Census

JH_.ML"R

of money in 1912. when we moved
there Dad worked in this shop but ;
unhappily it was not a good Droaly —uftﬂu
investment. It failed in a year or so. v ' e

Lo ne

L

A year or two later we moved ,
to Little Suamico, then to Green ""'.;:&.
Valley again and eventually to 8 . J‘“#a:
Wittenberg. Dad found work there, s i A
very difficult work and they were

difficult years for the family. By the 1920 Census the family was

EYentually he was fortunate an(.i was living in Wittenberg, Wisconsin.
hired to work for the Meisner

Bottling Company. While working at
this place he learned that a “Pop-factory” in Pine City was for sale. We moved there in
1927. Eventually Dad borrowed $5000 and bought a Coca-Cola franchise.

R

Now you know the beginning of the story as I remember it. Unfortunately I had
no one to consult with as I am the only one old enough to remember. There were
many amusing stories that I remember and others that were not so funny. This is a
brief and sketchy account. We did have a happy and secure childhood. What a hard-
working, honest and dependable man our Dad was and with a very caring, good and

loving Mother we were indeed a much blessed family.”




The Albert & Anna Nelson family around 1922

Back row: Marie, Myrtle, Vern, Pearl, Arthur, Emily, Ruby
Front row: Edmund, Anna, Blanche, Harold, Everal, Albert, Earl

Albert & Anna Nelson had twelve children. In the early 1920s Albert
Nelson worked at a soft drink bottling company in Wittenberg, Wisconsin but as
his family grew he wanted to
own his own business so his
children could join him. In 1926
Albert and sons Vern and Art
came to Pine City to look at a
bottling plant that was for sale.
@ [hey liked what they saw and
B4! they bought the existing
business.

Albert and Art Nelson in the
basement of the original Pine
City Bottling Works plant.




Pine City Bottling Works

The Pine City Bottling Works had —Math Proclinska. the Pop m an |
been in operation many years prior to the [SPent Wednesday up the iine. try-|
purchase in 1926, by the Nelsons. Mathew ing to introducs his sodas and min-
Prochaska was the original owner. The [Si%l Wwatar
invention of a bottle-making machine in  Pine City Pioneer June 15, 1900
1899 helped the soft drink business really
take off and Mathew was soon involved with f every other home industry. P'r
this new industry. Initially he sold his wares ~ [M5kis pan factary s turning o
along the train line. By 1902, he had a soft st 18 fine soft drinks as can

drink factory, but the location is unknown jade anywherde and our saloon-kee
: s wnd Lhose who deal in softdrin

wuld purchase trom Mr. Procha
. Jobn Stoehl, our papadar el

Math. Prochuska has had a new
carbonating maching instalied in his

sofbidrinks fadtory. From an article on local

May 25, 1906 businesses August 29, 1902

In the early years it was known as Prochaska’s Bottling Works but by 1914, the name
had become Pine City Bottling Works.

My goods are pure and palatable and help you to
enjoy every mon'l of the year . .

 Pine Gily Bottling Works

Math. Prochaska, Prop.

If yau' want bottled goods, insist on the ‘‘Home!’
hrand—the Pine City make

December 31, 1914

o SPECIAL PRICE
n Pure, Sweet Apple Gider
Dirrct from the Eastern Apple Mills; freshly press- Some Pecently

ed and filtered, N .
B0 Oents por Ralion * discovered

Bring your bottle and try the Real Goods , PPOCh&Sk&
PINE CITY BOTTLING WORKS . Bottllng Works

December 6, 1923 : y bottles




1911 Map of Pine City

6th Street =

The bottling works appears on the
1911 Sanborn Map of Pine City in
the familiar location on 6th Street

just south of the river.

" FRANK MELSHA AND CREW

Mathew
Prochaska
continued to
operate the Pine
City Bottling
Works until
1920, when he
sold the
business to
Frank Melsha.

E 1«asnalls
operated the
business until
October 1926,
when he sold
it to Albert
Nelson.

'g(r‘ Nzﬁpn;
has had 22
thi.
An_.h
usiness, Mrs, Nel.
{ ,3%crb,cchildrcn
W remain in Witten il
nﬁxt spring. when »Mr."f:"cl;:l(::xl
Wil move hig family to Pine Ci
to ;t'uke ‘thc}r'homé." % 4
reare pleased to el
C{ Nelson' and “his s0n ‘t; CI?::::
w"lly g:gl hope their business here
i a p;dxgablc and clfjay-‘

able ong.
T ——

1925

Frank Melsha with the delivery truck - 1925




Vern’s daughter Barbara continues the story with her

memories......
“I was born about the same time the Pine City Bottling

Company was born. My mom & dad were married on Sept. 29,
1926, in Eland, W1. At about that time Grandpa Nelson bought
the Pine City Bottling Company. We lived in a small room over
the bottling business so I remember all the processes of
bottling. We were right across the hall from the mixing room. I
remember that I had a bedroom with bluebirds on the walls.

to sgcé thisgetarted.
Grandma even washed

Barbara Nelson bottles. They finally
Johnson bought a bottle washer.

v ¥

Igbﬂ';'Né‘l‘wn. proprietor of
‘Pine Gity. Bottling  \Works,
» installed a news bottle wash-
[“ngr miachine that is one the lat-
est and ‘most sanitary machines

Fof §65 kind on the ‘market. The
| iew machine is about 14 feet in
Jength and holds 192 bottles at
one time.  The bottles arc plic-
led in openings’ on an  endless
ehain and pass theu various
compartments  where they, are
sprayed with hot and cold water
and a sterilizing solution, There
Are 32 sprays in all, each spray
| baving' a pressare of 40 pounds
[ awith the hot water heated to a
‘ lemperaure of 140 degrees. The |
first compartuent, thru ' which
[ the hottles pass, extracs all dirt
[ andt labels from the bottles  so
that they efiter the other com- |
| partments’ absohitely  elean: and |
| are  thoroughly' stelized.  The |
| new ‘machine 'hak a capacity nf
| washing 1800 bottles per hour, |
The. washer, ‘known as the |
“Liquid ~Bottle  Washing -~ Ma- |
chine,"“eost 2400/ ih nddition-to |
the nec _plumbing. fon its
installation. The Pine City Bot-
thing Works js canipleting o very 1
successful year and is gradially |
[ reaching out wntil theic Susiness
How covers a territory of many’
| miles around Pine City, The in-
[ stallation " of the new mazhine |
oW Ags | camatimiers of  the

) :; ‘7
i
has

B cicnpiiny & praticts 6 drinking
:W%lﬁﬂkgmt;_grg'n&dwly |
et s S N R N

Pine Poker, Dec 26, 1929

Everyone pitched in

They bottled orange,
grape, cream soda, lime
and root beer. At first
they bottled in small
quantities until they had

developed a larger
business. All of the Outside the original Pine City

Nelson sons worked at the Bottling Works plant.
plant and some of them

drove delivery trucks to deliver to the customers. My mother
even would drive to deliver an order. I would sometimes ride
along.

In the meantime our family outgrew that little apartment
and we moved to a larger home on Cross Lake. It had a huge
garage which provided a place to store all of the empty cases
for the pop. My friends and I would play with the cases to
make a play house.

I spent a lot of time wandering around the plant. But I
also spent quite a bit of time at Grandma & Grandpa's house
because it was so close. Grandma would save the pancakes she
had made for breakfast so when I went to their house she
would roll sugar in the middle and that was my morning
snack.




1921 Map of Pine City The Coca-Cola franchise was a really
big event! Now they had greater

recognition. They continued to bottle
some other sodas and later added 7-Up to
their list. When they started to bottle
Coca-Cola, production and sales really
increased, especially in the summertime
when they worked all day and half the night
to meet the demand for soft drinks. Those
summers were really hot and a cold glass of
soda was refreshing!

5t-h Street

6th Street

1st Avenue

During the war it was harder to get
This segment of the 1921 Sanborn  supplies. Sugar was rationed, etc. They
Map of Pine City shows the locakion of “¢q]d no longer get bottle caps with cork
the original bottling plant. Anna & . . .

Albert’s house ocan be seen in the inside so they decided to collect all of the
upper right corner of the block. used bottle caps and make them new. They
collected all the used bottle caps from the

customers and brought them back to the plant. There we had tubs of water to wash
them and soak the cork out of them. My job was to remove the corks, then they

stamped them open again to reuse them. They put some kind of artificial liner where
the cork had been. After drying and sorting them they reused them. The cartons were
not being made anymore so we used pre-cut strips of thin balsam wood and I stapled
them together to make a carton. So those were my summer jobs as a teenager.

After the war they built a new building and bought new equipment and
everything was back in operation. Those had been difficult years, all the men had gone
oftf to war except my Dad and he had to run the business alone. They had also
purchased a cattle ranch and a pig farm. I think it was just for feeding all of the
Nelson families. Meat was a big item at that time. When the war ended and every one
was back home they all worked to get the family business going again: Ed in Ashland;
Earl & Harold in Rice lake; Marshall in Eau Claire bottling 7-Up; Vern & Art in Pine

City.

One of my precious memories of Grandma & Grandpa
Nelson was when I would go to visit them on Sunday
mornings after church. They would listen to Whoopee John
about noon. Grandpa would take Grandma by the hand and
they would dance around the kitchen and dining room and the

rest of us would laugh and clap for them.” PBoarbaraNelen % 4




Albert & Anna Nelson’s
50th wedding anniversary party
in 1947.

Mr, and Mrs. Albert Nelson of Pine City

Last Saturday, January 11th,
Mr. and Mra. Albert Nelson of
Pine City cbstrved ihelr Qolden
Wedding anniversary when 0=
pen house was held for friends
at the Nelson home from 2:00 to
5:00 pm, In the evening, a par-
ty was given at the Png Clty
armory for relatives of the cou-
ple

Mr, and Mrs. Albert Nelson
were marcied at Green Valley,
Wisconsin, January 11, 1897,
They moved to Pine City in Oc-
tober of 1926, when Mr, Nelson
purchastd the botlling plant
here. Since that time, they have
resided Ip Pine City, bullding the
Bottling Company to ity present
state of affalrs, along with the
help of their children,

Twelve chlidren, all of whom
are living, were born Lo this cou-
ple, and with the exception of
Mrs. Albert Gardner of Milwau-

f keo, Wisconsin, attended the ga-

thering with their wives or hus-

| bands and families The children

are: Mre. R, Rothman, Witien
berg, Wie; Mra, D, A, McGregor
Chippewn Falls, Wis; Mrs, B, M
Reld, Baraboo, Wis; Mra, M.
Hughes, Eau Claire, Wis: Mrs
Albert Gardoer, Milwaukee, Wik
Ed Nelson, Ashland, Wiy, Eal
and Harcld Nelson, Rice Lake,
Wis.; Mrs, Wm. Brady and
Clarence Hagman, Minneapolls;
Vern L, and Art E Nelwon o
Pine City.

Along with the children, oth
ers who were entertained at

Ervin King, P. H, Paulson, M|
and Mra, Wm. Rasmussen,

H. Helmke and daughter, Mr
and Mrs A, Theno of Sheboyg
Wia; Mr. and Mra, Gust Stroh
kirch, Beroun and Mr. and Mrs
tu. E. Therrien and Ed Paulsor
of Pine City.

The Ping Poker-Pioneer Jol
with thpy many friends of
and Mrs. Albert Nelson in wh
ing them many more happy wed.

ded years.

armory wers: Mre. Loulsa King|
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When the Nelsons purchased the Pine City Bottling Works
there were no franchise drinks. The company produced its own
cream soda, strawberry, black cherry, grape and orange soda.

Lime Rickey was a popular flavor. In 1931, Wesley Tate won a
case of Lime Rickey by submitting the winning final line to this

“T 4 -Ad”:
ST e party will never get rough

With food and refreshments enough;
Your guests will be elated-

Not in-tox-i-ca-ted WESLEY TATE WINS
Wesley Tate’s winning line - 1% CASE OF LIME RICKEY

“If you give them Lime Rickey enough” Wesley Tate, son of Mr and

and Mrs. George Tate of Rock
COreek, will get a case of Lime
Rickey from the Pine City Bot-
thing Works as his lne was
§ chosen by the judges as the best
TN y : line in the Botiing Company’s
% PIN ' - . N Limer-Ad contest. His line was
Will Give Al / 2 , L0 If you give them Lime Rickey
‘ ‘ | enough..” Following i the com-
pitte limerick
Your party will never get rough
With  food and refreshment
enough;

Your gueats will be eluted

Not In-tox-i-ca-ted,

1 you give them Lime Rickey
enough

Be wyure to send in your last
line for the Joe Leldinger Mo-
tors Limer-Ad contest. Mr. Laid-
inger 14 giving a 85 sutomobile
—_ Irobe to the winnkr, Last lnes

" will e rocelved up to Saturday
of this week,

Potachiel's Cafe have a Limer-
A In this week's lasue and will
give the winner a nlee blg fruit
coke. The winner will receive It
in tme for the Now Years dine
ner.

Pine Poker
December 3, 1931

In 1935 the ' | |
Nelsons acquired a | ;
7up franchise. 7] o of

Pine Poker
December 17, 1931




In December of 1934,
an elaborate
Christmas Party was
given.

One of U
well a3 one
Chirsstmans
was that ¢ n bs
Botiling Compa
ory, last Thursda)
the Company was
iy hundred friend

AssOCcing tatl

of entertainment and

The fueals were )
e Jong tables. set )
he armory A
been erecied al )
far uwse of the orchestra and |
farmesz wWith dressing rooms at
eneh side. The tadles and
wWere Appropriately dee
with Chrisamas tree
Ude design

e WA

AR T ney
Fxaellemnt FProgeam
Fhe stass " -
eellent one
4 'K_'-'.' n
s rsater of
Al 414 & magiersl act
A bt P her
Proeram wers the
WRrde. A ) X
| A Warren U n
of e Novtihwes' who ha '
(‘m.ii) plrasing Yiece, M
vine & CrMel) Winsoms snts
Lalnwry 10 0 Sgunish datier  and
Individusl numrters And. Bag
Harrts & Ohuek Parker, vosed
larse who are ally fwany. Tiu
Woodward Blters also give o
algd
003 1 A fan
7 Art as Mhs Al L st o Sass
Ly Club “Bomasro

Pine Poker
December 27, 1934




This photo was taken in 1935, after the Nelsons had acquired the Coca-Cola
franchise. It shows the original Pine City Bottling Works building constructed by
Matthew Prochaska.

When the Nelsons bought the business the territory included Pine City,
Henriette, Rock Creek and Rush City. Highway 61 was not yet complete and snow
removal was not practiced in the early days. Muddy roads could be a big problem,
especially in the spring. Sometimes they would be forced to leave the truck in
Grasston and walk home or leave it in Hinckley and take the train. As the roads
improved the Nelsons were able to expand the area they served. When Soderbeck’s

Ferry was enlarged in 1927, it allowed them to expand into Wisconsin. As they
expanded their delivery fleet grew.

The 1936 Delivery Fleet




Pine Poker
October 3, 1935

As the business grew additional
space was needed. In 1935, local
builder, Frank Bukachek was hired to
construct a modern brick building to
replace the original wooden
structure.

By 1936, the Nelsons had added a Schmidt Beer franchise to their line-up.




The 1936 Building

This building was
started in the
late fall of 1935.
An addition was
constructed at
the north end of
the building in
1946, as the
company grew.

RTINS
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The Production and Sales Crew in 1938

Left side: Vern Nelson, Harold Nelson. Right side: Earl Nelson, Albert Nelson, Art
Nelson, Ed Nelson

Earl Nelson with
bottling company
employees.




ol’Smoothie

In addition
to the franchise
drinks that the
Nelsons added to
their product
selection, they
also developed a

drink of their

own. “Ol

Smoothie” Root

Beer was

formulated,

produced and
distributed by all
Nelson Bottling plants.

1)
Mr. Art of the Coca-
(2 gpsa Cola mm oo, ot?ﬂhﬂi.: |
/Mmoot Soft drink sales continued to mm ntod Boveraged o |

i) rhannted m i |
pLL’N i i gredients n frult pu nm. apiu

climb for a variety of reasons. Art tizers, novel d

e
<! Nelson lists some of those factors i sulnds iy an important rin
L the growing home e oion

this 1940 article from the Pine Poker of soft drin

Sales to the Home market have
¢V ERSESR grown steadlly in the last ten
yoars, Convenlent earry-homa
packnges of three to six bottles
are festured by soft drink firms
to meet this growing demand,

How far the trend to home
sales has progressed s Indicatod
by figures from o recent survey
of carbonated bovernge purchns-
es In retall grocery stores Ten
yoars ago the average oustomer
bought one bottle at a time, To-
day the average purchase Is WO
and one-hailf bottles,

Americans consume far more
carbonated beverages than any
other people. Consumption last
yvear averaged about 90 botties
for every man, woman and child
in the country. The trend to In-
creased use of bottled soft drinks
in the home 15 also credited with
helping to maintain winter sales
at a high level, Carbonated bev-
¢ruges are now recognized in-
. gredients In many dishes serv-

Pine Poker ed the year round,
December 26, 1940 A
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Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Pine City, Minnesota

Years of Operation: 1926 - 1986
Family Members Involved: Vern Nelson, Art Nelson & son Bill Nelson

Territory Served: Pine, Kanabec, Chisago, Isanti, and part of Carlton Counties in Minnesota,
Burnett, Washburn, and parts of Polk and Sawyer Counties in Wisconsin

Population Base: Approximately 140, 000

The Pine City Plant

Pine City was the
first bottling company
owned by the Nelsons
but as sons were ready
to strike out on their
own the Nelsons
added new bottling
companies to their

holdings.

Art Nelson & son Bill




C%E)%@ Ashland )%G%b

Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Ashland, Wisconsin

Years of Operation: 1935 - 1981

Family Members Involved: Edmund Nelson & son Tom Nelson,
Marshall Hughes (Husband of Marie Nelson)

Territory Served: Ashland, Bayfield and Sawyer Counties in Wisconsin,
Gogebic County in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan

Population Base: Approximately 65, 0oo
Early Ashland Facility

Ed Nelson on left,
Marshall Hughes on right

Albert & Anna Nelson,
son Edmund and
Edmond’s son, Tom




Ed Nelson and

son Tom

Tom & Ed
Nelson
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Ed Nelson at new Ashland plant in 1954.




@%@C Cameron )@@E%S)

Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Cameron, Wisconsin

Years of Operation: 1938 - 1941
Family Members Involved: Ear/ Nelson & Harold Nelson
Territory Served: Baron & Rusk Counties in Wisconsin

Population Base: Approximately 40, 000

The Cameron Plant

From 1938 - 1941
the Nelsons operated
the Coca-Cola Bottling
Company of Cameron,
Wisconsin. In 1941 the
business moved to Rice
Lake and became Coca-
Cola Bottling Company
of Rice Lake.

Harold & Earl
Nelson

The Pine City semi
making a delivery
in Wisconsin.




(%%@ Rice Lake )@g%)

Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Rice Lake, Wisconsin

Years of Operation: 1941 - 1986
Family Members Involved: Ear! Nelson, Harold Nelson & son Jack Nelson
Territory Served: Baron & Rusk Counties in Wisconsin

Population Base: Approximately 40, 000

The Rice Lake Plant

Harold Nelson
& son Jack




CS-%E@% Eau Clare )@@%z)

7-UP Bottling Company of Eau Claire, Wisconsin

Years of Operation: 1940 - 1976
Family Members Involved: Marshall Hughes (husband of Marie Nelson)
Territory Served: Eau Claire, Chippewa and part of Wood County in Wisconsin

Population Base: Approximately 8o, 000

Marshall Hughes & Marie
Nelson’s Wedding
Brother Art Nelson & gister
Ruby Nelson were the
attendants.

A 1949 delivery that went awry.
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Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Wausau, Wisconsin

Years of Operation: 1956 - 1972
Family Members Involved: Jerry Nelson, son of Vern, & Jack Nelson, son of Harold
Territory Served: Marathon, Lincoln, Clark and 1aylor Counties in Wisconsin

Population Base: Approximately 150, 000

The Wausau Plant

Below: Jerry
Nelson, General
Manager with
Arnold Abraham,
Plant Manager.

Jack Nelson, Sales Manager




Funeral Services Held Here
Saturday For Albert Nelson

Pine Poker
June 28, 1956

Over the years, bottling plants had been
established in Minnesota and Wisconsin. Following
Albert's death in 1956, his sons and grandsons
continued the legacy for the next thirty years.

Albert’s sons: Edmund, Vern, Harold, Art, Earl

“I am the oldest and best looking” #rn/Nelsen

f Vern served as President of the companies until his
retirement in 1973.

Vern, Art, Harold, Earl, Edmund,
Joyce, Millie, Geneva, Bernice, Andrea




Community Involvement

The Nelson families had a strong presence in their respective communities and
made many contributions over the years.

In July 1936, Pine City area children were
treated to a circus show, courtesy of the Pine
City Coca-Cola Bottling Company and the
Challeen store.

Pine Poker
July 9, 1936

Art Nelson not only served as president of
the commercial club but the bottling plant
provided meeting space for the organization.

Pine Poker,
September 9, 1937




Bowling teams were
sponsored.

Pine City Coca-Cola Bowling Team at the
St.Paul winter carnival.

Pine Poker
March 27, 1941

In September 1937, the Coca-Cola Bottling
Company employees of Pine City were taken on an
outing that was special enough to merit a write up in
the paper. The event included a tour of the Ashland
plant, a boat trip in the Apostle Islands and dinner.

Pine Poker
September 23, 1937




The Hi-Fi Club was a dance club for teenagers started
by the Coca-Cola Company in 1958. Coca-Cola provided
songs, ideas and advertisement for the clubs but
support from local bottling companies was critical
to the success of the club. The Pine City Coca-
Cola Bottling Company owned by the Nelson
brothers supported the Pine City club. Prizes
with the club logo were awarded to contest

winners.

MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the club was free . CARD

and membership cards were issued.
Membership was needed to
participate. Dances were popular

Locally dances were
held at the Topic
and possibly other
locations.




A good disc jockey was also needed.
Local radio station WCMP was just
getting started in 1958. Mitch Dupre
was employed by WCMP and soon
became the local official hi-fi disc
jockey:.

1957 WCMP Staff
(I-r) Robert Schuller (station owner),
Lyle Nelson, Mitch Dupre, Jean Holetz,
Ted O’Reagen, Evelyn Larson, Louie
Jaquis.

BE IT KNOWN THAT
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Barbara Christensen won this 45 rpm record holder
during one contest. Being a devoted listener to
WDGY, a Twin Cities radio station that played the
popular music of the day, gave her the edge in winning

the contest.

Contests were also
a popular and
important part of
the club events.
Prizes with the
club logo were
awarded to contest
winners.




In 1959 - 60 the Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Pine City was the local
sponsor of a national program sponsored by the Coca-Cola Company called
Talentsville USA. Contestants could compete in a talent competition. Talentsville was

connected to the Hi -Fi Club.
Winning the local competition
meant you moved on to a regional
contest. The ultimate goal was the
national prize of a $5,000
scholarship.

Local winner, Sandra Sewell of Hinckley is
pictured with Art Nelson on the right.

{650 Attended Musical
Talent Show Friday

photo courtesy of Bob Thiry lent show sponsored by the Coca- Hellerud of Milltown, Wis, who
Cola Bottling company and held also played a piano solo.
in the high school audnorimn last




Over a sixty year period the Nelson
bottling companies sponsored floats and
participated in countless parades throughout
their service areas.

photo courtesy of Bob Thiry

Above: 1956 - featuring Kay Nelson &
Georgianna Gillespie

A 1936 entry.

Ashland, Wisconsin

1969 - Julie Pangerl rode
on this float in the Pine
County Fair Parade.




In 1978, Art was chosen by the
Chamber of Commerce to be the
Grand Marshal in the county fair

Art Nelsan was chosen grand marshal for the Pine City parade

August 12th

Nelson named parade
Grand marshal

Art Nelson has been chosen by
the Pine City Chamber of
Commerce as Grand Marshall
during this yoar's county falr
parade, August 12,

Nelson, a Nietimo resident of
Pine City, established the
Coca-Cola Bottling business in
Pine City in 1926 and has served
on the Pine City School Board,
been past president of the
Minnesota Bottler's Association
and is currently a member in the
American Legion, Lions Club and
Chamber of Commerce

A great becker In community

events and growth over the years,
Nelson said he s “'very
appreciative of the honor of being
named Grand Marshall. &t's nice
to be apprecisted by the
community."’

The Chamber of Commerce
solects the Grand Marshall on the
basis of community nvolvement
und contributions to the area

Nelson, who noted he was
somewhat modest about the
nomination, said & was the “first
time I've been the Grand Marshall
of anything."’

2 -

v Yrand Marshal
ART NELSON




Vern and Joyce
Nelson pictured
with Sharon
Holmstrom,
Minnesota
Junior Miss &
her parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Hugo
Holmstrom.

For over twenty years the Pine City
bottling company provided Christmas
music to the community with loud
speakers, which were mounted on the
roof of the building and donated by
Pine City Launderers and Cleaners.

The music was played on a record
player and one local businessman recalls
that occasionally he would have to call
the Coke plant with the message, “Art,
your record is stuck. Please fix it!”

In 1962, Coke was the sponsor of the
National Junior Miss Contest. Sharon
Holmstrom from Mora was selected as
Minnesota's winner and the Coca-Cola
Bottling Company of Pine City was
present to send her to the national
pageant.
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The Coca-Cola Bottling
Company of Pine City was well
respected and an important
contributor to the local economy.
Over the years there were a
number of articles in the local
paper about the bottling

company.

Letter opener - a promotional
advertising item.
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Nelson brothers operate successful Coke plant since 1926
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Citizen of the Year

In 1982, Pine City bestowed its greatest honor on Art Nelson, by declaring him
the citizen of the year.

For his many contributions
Chamber applauds outstanding citizen
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Continued from Page 1

Living on Cross Lake gives him
easy access to swimming during
the summer months.

‘“I've toyed with the idea of
adding a solar room to my home
with an enclosed pool,”’ he said.
“‘That would extend the season
considerably.””

Art Nelson and the beverage
bottling company founded by his
father are an important part of
Pine City’s history.

During this year of our Heritage
Celebration, as citizen of the year,
Nelson will be an outstanding
representative and ambassador of
good will for Pine City.

A banquet in his honor will be
held at the American Legion Club
Saturday, May 15 beginning at
7:30 p.m. Reservations can be
made by calling Chamber of
Commerce Secretary, Shawn
Davis at 629-3861.

“Things go better with Art”

DYy LONna facuiin

“Things go better with Coke” is a
well-known advertisement all over

the world.

“Things go better with Art,” was
the consensus when Art Nelson,
president of the Coca Cola Bottling
Company in Pine City was honored
as citizen of the year Saturday

night.
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CITIZEN OF THE YEAR Art Nelson is congratulated by Chamber of Commerce President Jim

Dennison at the party in his honor last Saturday night in the American Legion Clubrooms. Nearly 200
guests turned out to thank Art and his wife, Millie, for all they've done for Pine City in the many years
they've lived here.




Overflow crowd on hand
to honor Art Nelson Saturdg_

Chamber of Commerce president

Jim Dennison, as he presented ;

Jim Dennison § Nelson with the Citizen of the Year - : Doug Carlson
plaque, said “Congratulations, Art. ;

It's people like you and your wife

who have helped make Pine City a : i

bet(;er placff to live and )do said, “Art comes from a family that

business.” : has always been friendly. There 1s
no way, no matter who you are,
that you can get a snub out of
them. They're good to everyone.”

State Representative

Tke Gillespie summed it up as he
recalled their younger days.

“No one ever had a better friend
or business associate. Art's name
was always first on the list for any
goodwill drive on Main Street. He
has always been a booster for the
betterment of Pine City. He never
dropped. out of community
activity.”

Gerry Robbins “S——

T —

Jerry Robbins reminded thé
audience that Art is an expert in
crisis management,

“Whenever a crisis is needed, he
can manage it,” Robbins said “reacheous L Iuse Ul wlta,

He added that 14 years ago when Leona Carlson, office manager at
he and Jane were making the the bottling company for over 30
decision to buy the local radio \ years, had the audience in stitches
station it was Art and his positive with her remarks as she got the

P e roast rolling
community Pine City is that

the scale in their favor “Art will never get old. He's too
*Hia recommendation made i : busy making the rest of us age,” she
" - " . b - -

possible for us to own the station,”

Robbins said. ’

Ike Gillespie

attit great

ped




Plant Operations

While each bottling company was unique they shared common production

characteristics.

Water filtration & purification system

The use of pure ingredients
(sugar, syrup, water, etc.) was

gLl essential to assure a quality

#tf controlled, consistent product.

§ A water filtration system to

mfl treat city water was an
Bl important first step.

The syrup was mixed in large
stainless tanks in a special
sterile environment designated
as the “syrup room” in the
upper floor of the plant. Syrup

was then transferred to the main level via stainless lines where it was placed into each
bottle on the bottling line. Carbonated water was added to the bottle by the filling

T .

‘;n-ﬂ-‘“

Bottling line & bulk production

machine, then capped and
sent to the tumbler for
mixing. Take note, Coca-Cola
syrup was received pre-mixed

in bulk to protect the
“SECRET FORMULA”.

Wiy
oI
1 gt

Canisters for bulk distribution (restaurants, bars, special events) were prepared in
much the same way.
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Bottles and cans were stacked in the
warehouse until they were loaded onto trucks for
delivery to the customer.
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The End of an Era

In 1986, Pine City’s oldest industry, the Coca-
Cola Bottling Company was sold to Viking Coca-Cola
of St. Cloud. The sale also included the Coca-Cola

Bottling Company of Rice
Lake, Wisconsin. The
Ashland, Wausau and Eau
Claire plants had been sold

in previous years.
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: Earl Nelson, attorney
rusning senocchly Steve Riley, Harold

December 1986 Nelson




[Nelsons sell plant |

E——

(‘ontmued from Page 1

Viking in the transition. Art
plans to stay in Pine City, and
Bill said he has made no
immediate plans other than
working with Viking during the
transition period.

The Coke plant serves an
area approximately 45 miles in
any direction from Pine City.
The Rice Lake operation covers
approximately the same dis-
tance, and together, they serve
a population of about 200,000,

For the past few years, the
Pine City plant has produced
very little of the actual bottled
product, and Heinen said most
of the Coke and other soft drink
products sold through this plant
will be bottled or canned in St.
Cloud or Rice Lake.

At one time Coke was bottled
by a foot powered machine and
bottles were hand washed and
labeled. Through the years,
more sophisticated equipment
was purchased. At one time the
plant could produce up to 360

cases of pop (10-or-16-ounce
bottles) in an hour. When
canned pop became more
popular, the Pine City plant
was not updated with canning
equipment, and pop was
shipped from Rice Lnke and
other canners.

Members of the Nelson

Brothers Art and Vern, who
is now retired and living in
Edina, operated the Pine City
plant, while Harold and Earl
operated the Rice bake plant
and Edmund the Ashland plant.
The Ashland operation was sold
in the late 1970s,

e of the tracditions (&
won’t be carried on by the new
owners is the root beer, Ol
Smoothie, which originaged in
Pine City. The Nelson's devel-
oped O' Smoothie in the early
1950s.

Sandford said St. Croix
Valley Coke elected to phase
Ol' Smoothie out of the
operation and instead distribute
nationally advertised Barq's
Root Beer. Ol' Smoothie will be
available until present supplies
are purchased.

Besides distributing Coke, St.
Croix Valley Bottling will sell
7-Up, Dr. Pepper, Mellow
Yellow and a number of other
diet soft drinks and flavors of

THE COCA COEA BOTTLING COMPANY of Pine City officially
became St. Croix Valley Bottling Company Do 1 when the
Nelson family sold their operation to a group of Minnesota
bottlers. The firm will not be affiliated with Viking Coca Cola of
St. Cloud. Here, Art Nelson congratulates Doug Heinen, general
manager of Viking. Heinen will assist the Pine City operation
-.ndkh:lp new sales manager John Sandford for the next several
wee




Nelson ‘Coke’ Era Is Ower

Hy Peg Lamkin Lake. [t way, for the Nolscos e and Earl Nelson, brothers whoe ! Eart air foroe; Harold, army ), they
Real Thag the Jocal plant back L haveoun are also American Legion mes et
Ueke Is It a widely publicized Now the Nedsoo ora In e Coca Cols o aod managed it sisoe, and whose We've aren U solt drink Business
fow C o, could have beenn  industry, Rice Lake version  bas  son and nephew, Jock (Harold's s espectally the CocaColn baasiness
or h Nedson brothers Gur 2Imoat ~ but 5ot quite~come e an end 08 servod as sakes mamager in e 1 grow,” remarked Earl. “'We recently
5 business years (o Hice  with the fecmal rediremont of Harodd  yoars melped oclols the 100th anniversury
Jack Nebeosr will be thoeor link with f the Coc 2 bepiness oo Athanta
Rice Lake’s Cota-Cola Tuture—~or, ! ‘ounting their proownership work ex
botrow CocaCola’s current slogan T Fiow Lake's Nokson beolher
who will “Catch the Wave ™ Jack is re have boeo o part of 9 for 50 of 1M
maunieg active at the Rice Lake plant yeurs, and thelr father and o
and moves a o the position of general  Drothers for ¢ Ve hager
marsigor [or the sow owners, S8, Croex
Valley Coca-Cala Dotthing Cs will
corporate beadguaricrs n 5t Cloud ¢
Minn rothers. The fatd

The new ownership transaction wis ¢ gofs were mvolved in the bottling
finalinex Mondas Harold and
BEarl s sl at o) sk x Tuesda Albert Nodsan, who began in hanbey
ard expect {o be here (o another few  ing, Btor worked o solt drink plants
weeks, “We have corporate affairs o They Hved In Wiltesberg foe a thme
thoy explained ard thos i 1927, Albert Nelvon (now
And then? "IU8 Soo 300n for Us 0 deceasad) and two of the cdder bovs
know yet," demurred Harold Nebseo.  Arthur (now of Pire Oy, Mian, ) and
They have no presest plass of esgag-  Vern (now of Minn .-]r-..‘. bought the
o 10 Dew Busicess adhvenluces 1 Ploe City Bottling Works in Minnesota
they do intend to respain in R ke, botiliag Mavored soft drinks at first,
whete they "|.|'f-~u wellk in  sod theo, in Ue encly 153s. purch
community sffairs year ing the Caca-Cola and T-U'p franchise
Both are charter membors of the Anothes beotker, E« lnmnl
Dean's I‘ L Orchestra, members of now liviegt i -\.nl"- ). eperated an
the Barrom County Carsgas | uds Ashiand plant
tion. and have bees actlive with the Ear]l and Haredd, both singlo thwn
: : ’ ' Chamber prumneree and service
! I‘-.'rl.),“" ‘-J'l:{ k “P us . ! Jres f en ’ ' X g e Elks. Rotary,
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Harold, Jack & Earl
Nelson

Mark Wilson, Harold Nelson, Art
Nelson, Joe Faber (Viking Coca-Cola),
& Earl Nelson.




Nelsons . . .

Continued from Page |

had plenty of background experience
in the botthing business ot the time the
family corporation purchased the
Cameron Coca Cola Botthing Company
on Feb. 1. 198

Both men were married, to gals
from St Paul and Pine City, respec
tively, when, in July of 11 the fami
1y business was moved to a new plant
in the brick bullding at 326 S. Main St
ice Lake. Albert Nelson and all five
brothers were stockholders

"The business has grown manyfold
since those days,” reflected Earl
Nelson, looking back. Thelr brand-new
Hice Lake plant was processing about
1820 bottles of "Coke" a minute
Harold agreed, pulling his estimate
from the mists of nearly halfl a cen
tury. Now, said Earl, the production
speed is about 120 bottles a minute

When they opened Coca-Cola Bot
tling Co. of Rice Lake, Inc,, the men
employed about eight or 10 people
(*"We did a lot of work ourselves in
those days,” observed Earl.) Now
there are 26 employees, for while the
market has grown tremendously and
production capacity had to be steadi.
ly increased, employment cutbacks as

the result of technological develop:
ment were offset by growth and new
employee needs in ficlds of merchan-
dising, advertising, quality control,
cooler repair and sales force, the
businessmen explained.

The firm had three vehicles in
Cameron, and the count was still three
when they first moved their operations
to Rice Lake. Now there are a total of
16, including 12 delivery-service vans
and four sales cars. “*And the vans are
at least three times larger,” con

WY e LLh ‘l ni
over the years, 0 by & oot s 100 by
L0 Feed, 1 the 1000s and agenin in 1974
o accommodate goneral  business
Hrowih

Thoy nlso operated Coca Cola Bot
g Cooof Wit and 7-Up Bottling
Cooof Koo Clatre untid about 10 vears
WO, they related. AL the Rice Lake
plant, they botthed and disteibuted not
only Coke and 7-Up, but also Dr. Pep
por, Sunkist Ocange and their own
Hice Lake trademarked product, O1
Smoothie Koot Beer

In addition, they held the distributor
ship for Schweppe's Co. products, in
cluding ginger ale, charged water and
tonie

Hul the bigpest changes in the
business, the brothers agreed, is in the
many more package sizes of thelr ma
jor products, Coca-Cola and 7-Up

Originally, Coca-Cola came in only
one s*2e: the six and a half ounce bot
te, handled in 24-bottle cases all of the
same sie

Today, It comes in 6'%-, 10-, 16- and
320z, bottles, 2.liter bottles and
1Z-0unce cans

Packed in their own 24-unit cases
are six- eight- and 12-packs, and addi-
tonally, the bottlers dispense five-
gallon lots of premixed Coca-Cola in
stainless steel containers. for foon-
tains, food services and bars.

And don't forget the “classic” Coke
and the “new"” Coke departure; Both
are handled on today’'s production
lines,

Through those years and years of
Coca-Cola processing, the Nelson
brothers and their families enjoyed the
nation’s No. 1 drink themselves—al
work, at home, when entertaining.

Now, disassociating themselves
from that busy era, the Nelson
brothers may for the first time have
the opportunity to enjoy the full mean-
ing of Coca-Cgla's original slogan,

tributed Earl "’”m tmll\'f- That Refrechos ™

Lives well lived & a business well run.
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The Coca-Cola Bottling Company building has been developed into
condominiums.

The foyer area of
the Pine City
Government
Center, houses a
display of Coca-
Cola, Pine City
Memorabilia,
from the Nelson
collection.

Q Pine City Area History Association

continues its work to
preserve local history.

Scan for video.




A lo.ml histor project by:
Pine City Area History Association

Preserve & Share Pine City Area History

The Pine City Area History Association is grateful to the Nelson Family for

sharing their memorabilia, photos and memories. It is opportunities like this that

ake it possible for us to achieve our mission of preserving and sharing Pine City area
istory.

To learn more about the Pine City Area History Association, visit us on
Facebook at: facebook.com/PineCityHistory
or
visit our Website at:
pinecityhistory.com

Copies of this book can be ordered at:
http://www.pinecityhistory.com/shop

‘ Pine City Area History Association

Preserve & Share Pine City Area History

315 Main Street South, Suite 170
Pine City, MN 55063
320 - 322 - 9208
Email: pcahistory@gmail.com
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A History of the Albert Nelson Family
& their Coca-Cola roots in
Pine City, Minnesota.
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