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Miroslav Tyrš
founder of the Sokol movement

The word Sokol comes from the 
Slavic word for falcon. The Sokol 
movement is an all-age gymnastics 
organization first founded in Prague in the 
Czech region of Austria-Hungary in 1862 by 
Miroslav Tyrš and Jindřich Fügner. It was based 
upon the principle of "a strong mind in a sound 
body." The Sokol, through lectures, discussions, 
and group outings provided what Tyrš viewed as 
physical, moral, and intellectual training for the 
nation. This training extended to men of all ages 
and classes, and eventually to women. The Sokol 
movement spread to the United States. The first 
American Sokol unit was founded on February 
14, 1865, in St. Louis, Missouri. Today the 
American Sokol offer physical training in 
gymnastics and other athletics, as well as 
providing cultural awareness and family oriented 
activities. There are currently 35 American Sokol 
units, or clubs, operating in North America. 
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Sokol came to Pine City in 1924.

	 In September of 1924 all the 
Bohemian people of Pine City and Beroun, 
Minnesota were invited to a meeting held 
at the village hall. A representative of the 
Minnesota Sokol organization spoke and a 
group of fifteen local citizens formed a 
committee to plan a Sokol festival.

Pine Poker, October 2, 1924



	 A large Sokol exhibit was planned to 
introduce the Sokol movement to the area. It 
was scheduled to take place in the Pine City 
Armory on November 16, 1924.

Pine Poker, October 23, 1924



The exhibit was a success and 65 people joined the local Sokol organization. 

Officers of the local organization were:
President - Jos. Oliverius
Vice President - Jos.Basta 
Secretary - Louis Volnec
Financial Secretary - Frankie 
Motycka
Treasurer - Christine Basta

Pine Poker, November 20, 1924



An official document issued to the Pine City Sokol organization in 1925.

Courtesy of Roger Plessel



Shortly after the Sokol organization was formed in Pine City a camp was built 
on the east side of Cross Lake and an annual celebration was established.



Pine Poker July 26, 1928

In 1928 a queen contest was part of the summer celebration.

Pine Poker August 2, 1928
Pine Poker August 9, 1928



 By 1930 the summer picnic had 
evolved into an event that closely 
resembles the event that still occurs 
each summer. Note the use of the 
term “Bouillon”.

Pine Poker, August 1930

Pine Poker-Pioneer, July 18, 1940

 By 1940 the term “Boo-ya” 
was in use.



The Pine City Sokol Society sponsored many dances at many venues.

Pine Poker, July 12, 1928 Pine Poker, April 17, 1930



Pine Poker, May 14, 1931 Pine Poker, August 13, 1931



Pine Poker, September 17, 1931 Pine Poker, November 19, 1931



Pine Poker, April 28, 1932

Pine Poker-Pioneer, May 8, 1941

Pine Poker-Pioneer, February 1, 1940



In 1932 plans were made for an extra special celebration.

Pine Poker, June 1932



Pine Poker, December 10, 1931

Pine Poker, December 22, 1932

Over the years the local Sokol Society continued to elect officers. 



Pine Poker May 5, 1938

1938 brought the biggest Sokol event to Pine City.





The festival 
included a parade 

along with an 
elaborate program.

Pine Poker May 19, 1938



A lengthy program was published as part of the event.

Courtesy of Jean & Charles Draheim

































Pine Poker-Pioneer, December 5, 1940

It is unclear when the Pine City Sokol Society discontinued electing officers. 

Pine Poker-Pioneer, December 11, 1941

Pine Poker-Pioneer, December 9, 1948

Over time the local Sokol Society seems to have disappeared, but the annual 
booyah feed continues to be a popular event.



Ann Andrle

Pine City Sokol Camp in 2016





A Bingo Winner

Room Keys









 nearly 100 years in Pine City
Sokol 



Preserve & Share Pine City Area History

  The Pine City Area History Association is grateful to the Sokol organization, Ann 
Andrle, Bobby Jo Chandler & Charles & Jean Draheim for sharing their memorabilia, 

photos and memories. It is opportunities like this that make it possible for us to 
achieve our mission of preserving and sharing Pine City area history. 

 To learn more about the Pine City Area History Association, visit 
us on Facebook at: facebook.com/PineCityHistory

or visit our Website at:
pinecityhistory.com 

315 Main Street South, Suite 170
Pine City, MN 55063

320 - 322 - 9208
Email: pcahistory.com


