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In the fall of 1940 President Roosevelt 
issued an executive order setting in motion 

America’s first peace time conscription.

November 11, 1940

September 26, 1940

Registration day was 
October 16, 1940 and cards 

were issued. 



Pine City had a very active National Guard group. Formed in 1924 Battery E met weekly at the 
Naval Militia Armory in Pine City. The local paper contained regular updates of their activities.

March 26, 1931

March 19, 1931
June 8, 1933



The Naval Militia Armory, home to Battery E in Pine City.
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Battery E spent time at camp each year. In 1937 they were at Camp Ripley.
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Battery E continued to be active in the days leading up to World War II.

February 1, 1940
May 5, 1940

July 4, 1940



In February 1940 Battery E was at the head of the Pine City Winter Carnival Parade.



As America nervously watched 
world events, Battery E prepared 

for an even greater level of 
involvement.

October 3, 1940

The first announcement of 
mobilization was in the August 29, 

1940 issue of the Pine Poker Pioneer.

January 2, 1941



Battery E sponsored an annual New Year’s Eve Dance.

December 24, 1931 December 23, 1937
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As America moved closer to war and 
Battery E prepared to leave for at least 

a year the annual dance took on new 
significance as 1940 came to a close.

December 26, 1940

December 19, 1940
December 26, 1940



There were additional 
postponements but on February 10, 
1941 Battery E was mobilized and 

officially inducted into federal 
service.

Once they were inducted they were 
on fulltime active duty. 

February 6, 1941

They marched in formation to the 
61-Way Cafe where meals were 

served. Most members slept on cots 
at the armory.

The public could visit each evening 
from 7 to 10 pm. A room that 

formerly housed the Legion was 
turned into a club room for 

socializing.

Two additional Pine City officers were also 
inducted on February 10th, Captain A.K. 

Stratte & Major C. R. Boo. 
Dr. Stratte was the commanding officer of the 

medical unit attached to Battery E.



The Commercial Club and the American Legion 
sponsored a grand send off party. 

February 13, 1941 February 20, 1941

The evening began at the 
high school auditorium with 
what was billed as high class 

entertainment.

The entertainment included 
a master of ceremonies, Lew 
Brock, a variety of singers, 
dancers and a comedian.



A letter from the Governor of Minnesota 
was read and each member of Battery E 
was given a going away gift of a pen and 

pencil set with their name engraved.

February 20, 1941
Pen & Pencil courtesy of the family of Edward Roubinek



Battery E consisted of 4 officers and 95 enlisted men
Captain W. S. McEachren - Battery Commander

First Lieutenant DeWitt C. Gottry
Second Lieutenants James Engel and Everett Johnson   

First Sargeant 
William Stuck

Staff Sargeant 
Douglas Stuck

Sargeants
John Erickson
Henry Foster
Emil Gardner
Ervin Kruse
Fred Kruse
Leo Moriarty
Herbert Teich
Carl Thore

Corporals
Robert Brekke
George Franta
Howard Hady
Bruce Hanson
Marlon Hooker
John Ingram
Robert Peters
Carl Teich
Oscar Teich
Ralph Teich
Dayton Thorstenson

Privates First Class
John Anderson
Thomas Bede
Robert Biederman
Joseph Blahnik
Harvey Brones
Kenneth Cox
Wallace D’Aoust (bugler)
Edward Erhart
Robert Ferguson
Clark Foster
Earl Foster
James France

Paul Frye
Donald Greig
Orville Harman
Joseph Kasprzyk
Edward Kubat
Raymond Libra
Ray McClellan
John McKusick
Robert Moeding
James Poferl (battery clerk)
Edward Swan
Cyrus Swanger
Leonard Whitting



Battery E
Privates

Edward Bell
Michael Biederman
Raymond Brekke
Curtis Broostin
Philip Broz
Waldo Carlson
Russell Chase
Richard Cherrier
James Cummings
Warner Cyr
Major Greig
Herschel Hahn
Philip Haugen

Rogert Hegman
George Hoffman
Orrin Ingram
Harvey Jensen
Donald Karsky
James Karsky
Clarence Kruse
Leonard Kub
Anton Libra
Lloyd Lindeman
Robert Madden
Jack Manska
Walter Martinson

Wilbur McFerran
Robert McKusick
Wayne Michael
Sylvan Millwood
Dale Moeding
Kenneth Myers
Philip Nordstrom
Norris Olander
Robert Reiser
Arthur Richter
Edward Roubinek
William Rys
George Schumacher

Wilbur Struiksma
Robert Swofford
Louis Tauber
Harvey Thayer
John Wenborg
Clifford Weiner
Kenneth Wilson
Robert Wilson
Louis Witte
Vernice Whitting
John Zalaznik



The first contingent of Battery E to 
leave Pine City consisted of 24 men 
and one commissioned officer, Dr. 
Stratte. They traveled by motor 
c o n v oy l e av i n g P i n e C i t y o n 
February 26, 1941 and traveling to 
Anoka where they joined the 2nd 
B a t t a l i o n . T h i s c o n v o y t h e n 
proceeded to Camp Claiborne in 
Louisiana with overnight stops in:

Jackson, Minnesota
Clarinda, Iowa

Nevada, Missouri
Fayettsville, Arkansas

Mena, Arkansas
Shreveport, 
Louisiana

Feb 26, 1941
Dear Folks,

! ! I have had my last letter from you folks and now the 
only way I can expect to get any news from you until 
March 5 will be by phone. And don’t be surprised if I do 
call you up either. I  got a good break yesterday. In the 
original plans I was suppose to ride in a station wagon 
(no heater). Thanks to someone, I think Col. Douglas, an 
order came thru the last minute for me to ride in a private 
car, belonging to Fred Kruse. Its a 1938 Chev. & not too 
fancy but it has a heater. A happy thought struck me 
yesterday, to put my old radio (from the Plymouth) in 
the Kruse car. The boys installed it for me so now I  will 
be setting pretty, heater, radio, a driver of my own (Jim 
France). At 30 miles per hour all these things will be 
greatly appreciated.

The following is from a letter Dr. Stratte wrote to his 
family describing the start of that trip.



Clarinda, Iowa

Carroll, Iowa

Fayettesville, Arkansas

Nevada, Missouri

Neosho, Missouri

Dr. Stratte wrote to his family throughout the trip, buying and mailing postcards as he went.



The second contingent of Battery E left Pine City on March 3, 1941.

This photo was taken at the Pine City depot as the second contingent of Battery E waited to board the train to Camp Claiborne in 
Louisiana.  The photo was taken by Dorotha Points who married Earl Foster (center of photo looking to his right) on December 23, 1941.
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The second contingent of Battery E Pine City consisted of 70 men and four commissioned officers. 
They traveled by train leaving Pine City at 10:47 a.m. on March 3, 1941. A big send off had been 
planned. Members of the recently organized Defense Force, the Legion Post and the High School 
band were all going to march to the depot. The stores were set to close from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
to allow employees the chance to join the farewell demonstration. 

The travel schedule.

February 27, 1941Unfortunately the weather didn’t cooperate. 
The second worst blizzard of the 1940 - 41 

winter struck the night before damping 
somewhat the size of the crowd.  

March 6, 1941



The Minnesota Defense Force was organized 
to replace the activated National Guard. 

November 21, 1940 
November 7, 1940



By January 1941 
Company D, the Pine 

City unit of the 
Minnesota Defense 
Force was ready to 

muster. 

Company members had 
been measured for 
uniforms and were 

awaiting their arrival. 

March 27, 1941

January 23, 1941

Company D Officers
Captain Jess Ingram

1st Lieutenant Wm. Challeen
2nd Lieutenant Dewey Wilcox   



Company D members 
looked quite snappy 

when the new uniforms 
arrived. 

March 27, 1941
photo courtesy of Harold Kick



Company D, the Pine City branch of the Minnesota Defense Force in front of the Armory.
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One Soldier’s Story - Carl Meier
In April of 1942 Carl Meier joined Company D in Pine City. 
At the time Carl was a truck driver, single and 39 years old.

In July of 1942 Carl 
received this card in the 
mail, the first sign that 

he was about to be 
drafted.

Carl Meier artifact courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti Carl Meier artifact courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti 



One Soldier’s Story - Carl Meier

Oct 6, 1942:  Got my notice from draft board today to report for duty in 
the Army.

Oct 19, 1942:  Went to Fort Snelling to have Army exam along with other 
Pine City drafters 89 total.

Oct 20, 1942:  Passed exam at Snelling, so did Ernest Pangerl.  26 were 
rejected.  Came back to Pine City on a special bus in a.m. on 14 day 
furlough.  Going back for active duty Nov 2.

Oct 27, 1942: Washed and waxed my truck and put it on blocks in Holetz’s 
shed to store it for the duration.

Entries  from Carl’s diary.

In October of 1942 Carl was drafted. He was discharged 
from the Minnesota State Guard and inducted into the 

army. Carl kept a diary that tells of his experience.

Carl Meier artifact courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti 



One Soldier’s Story - Carl Meier
Nov 6, 1942: At Fort Snelling still same stuff and still don’t know what branch of the Army 
I am going to be put.  Ernest was put in the Infantry and left for training in Cal.

Nov 9, 1942:  At Fort Snelling.  Got orders this morning to get ready to leave for Armored 
Force.  Left for Fort Knox KY in p.m.  Helen met me at the St Paul Depot and we had 
supper together.

Nov 12, 1942: Training at Fort Knox, KY. Had some drilling and radio aptitude test. This camp 
is about 34 miles from Louisville, has about 75000 soldiers all of the Armored Force 
consisting of medium and light tanks, tank destroyers, half-track trucks, jeeps, peeps and 
etc.

Nov 15, 1942:  No drill today.  Took a hike 
around camp and done some dreaming 
about the big game hunters in Minnesota 
where deer season opens today.

Nov 17, 1942:  Got five dollars advanced pay today.  My first Army pay 
– spot cash!  Had some drills with the Thompson sub gun.  Rained all 
day and this Kentucky mud is just grand for marching!

photo courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti 
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One Soldier’s Story - Carl Meier
Nov 21, 1942:  Basic training at Fort Knox KY.  Raining as usual, plenty of 
mud.

Nov 22, 1942:  Rain. Rain. Rain.  Real nice cool rain. Brrrr.  No drill, no 
marching today not even much to eat!  Oh well guess I'm in the Army now.

Nov 23, 1942:  Woe is me!  Of all the times to be called on KP it had to be 
for Thanksgiving!  Was in the kitchen washing pots and pans from 4am till 
9pm and will have to be on all day tomorrow.

Nov 24, 1942:  
Thanksgiving Day.  What a dinner!  And what a lot of pots and pans!  All 
the pots and pans in the Army must be in our kitchen and they were 
used seventeen times over and poor me to scour them each time.  The 
dinner was great – turkey and everything.

Dec 1, 1942:  Gas rationing started today for civilians.  Cold rain all day.  
Were out in it all day at the motor pool servicing our new tanks that just 
came in.  They are the new multi bank M4-A4 five motor built by 
Chrysler.  I am a very wet tired drip tonight!

photo courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti 
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One Soldier’s Story - Carl Meier
Dec 9, 1942:  Out on the tank range driving all day in mud up to their bellies. Chow out in the mud and snow. Came back to 
the motor pool at 7pm then had to wash all that nice yellow KY mud off the 
nice little tank,  grease it and put it to "beddy bye". BS!

Dec 14, 1942:  Took some pictures today. It is so darn cold here now the 
mud is all pavement. Hope it stays that way.

Dec 22, 1942:  Rained all day.  We were out where the mud was deepest 
and terrain roughest driving tanks.  At noon we got a cup of hot coffee 
(with sugar and cream) and two sausage sandwiches which we devoured in 

the rain and mud, of 
course by this time we 
didn't even notice the rain.

Jan 10, 1943:  Rain and some snow mixed in this pm. There is a rumor 
that all men over 38 will be discharged from the Army after their basic 
training and I am 39.

Jan 12, 1943:  Tues on the rifle range (30 cal enfield) range all day 
shooting for medal scores. I qualified as expert on the official 200 yd 
range I made 19 bulls eyes out of 20 shots fired from 3 positions. Prone 
sitting and kneeling my score 197.

photo courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti 
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One Soldier’s Story - Carl Meier
Jan 17, 1943: There are six divisions here now of 15000 men each making a 
total of 90000 men in camp.

Jan 30, 1943:  McCluskey says if mud plasters are good for the face, we 
will win some beauty prizes soon!

Jan 31, 1943: Mon pay day and as I write I can hear the dice rolling on all 
sides. No more men to be sent overseas over 38 years old and no more 
school for anybody over 35.  It looks as if I am a total loss to the army.

Feb 4, 1943:  The mud at this range isn't yellow, it's blue!

Feb 6, 1943:  Out on the 
sloppy range with chow on the run.  Eat in the knee deep mud. There are 
two kinds of mud here - the yellow and the blue mud.  I think the blue 
smells the best but the yellow is by far the best for taste - it's not so 
sour!

Feb 13, 1943: Ptomaine poisoning in camp! 64 cases, they fell over like 
flies and were carried over to the first aid station on stretchers. No 
casualties. I thought McCluskey would die laughing at the busy stretcher 
carriers.

photo courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti 
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One Soldier’s Story - Carl Meier
Mar 3, 1943:  Wrote my last letter to Helen today from Fort Knox. I 
will be discharged next Fri.

Mar 5, 1943:  Discharged this am. Took bus to Louisville and got train 
out of there for Chicago at 1130pm. Good bye to the armored forces.

April 14, 1943: Signed up to leave for Alaska job 
next Monday from Mora by train on Elliot construction job 
and got release from draft board. 

Carl Meier artifact courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti 



The George Kick family had 5 sons who served during World War II.

Carl 1941

Some of the postcards the Kick boys 
sent home.

Kick family artifact courtesy of Harold Kick



Waldo 1942

Kick family artifact courtesy of Harold Kick



Harold 1943

Kick family artifact courtesy of Harold Kick



Carl 1943

Kick family artifact courtesy of Harold Kick



Glen 1943

Kick family artifact courtesy of Harold Kick



Harold 1943

Kick family artifact courtesy of Harold Kick



Over sixty men and women from the Pine City Area 
served as commissioned officers in WWII.

Lt. Col. A.K. Stratte& & & & Army
Lt. Col. C.R. Boo& & & & & Army
Lt. Col. John Roberts& & & Air Force
Maj. Eben Gillespie& & & & Air Force
Maj. E.McEachern&& & & & Army
Lt. Co. R.G.Johnson& & & & Navy
Capt. Carl W. Kick& & & & Army
Capt. Everett Johnson& & & Army
Capt. James Engel& & & & & Army
Capt. Robert Swafford& & & Air Force
Capt. David Hall& & & & & Air Force
Capt. Kenneth LaTourelle& Air Force
Capt. Theodore Buselmeir& Army
Capt. Everett Walters& & & Army
Capt. Vernon Lange& & & & Air Force
Lt. Willard Roberts& & & & Navy
Lt. Robert Roberts& & & & Navy

Lt. Charles Schmidt& & & & Marines
1//Lt.. Everett Stelzner& & & Army
1/Lt. Robert Therrien& & & Air Force
1/Lt. Robert Hejny&& & & & Air Force
1/Lt. John Grover& & & & & Air Force
1/Lt. Harold Kick& & & & & Air Force
1/Lt. Clark Foster& & & & & Army&
1/Lt. Wallace D’Aoust& & & Air Force
1/Lt. Ben Boo&& & & & & & Air Force
1/Lt. Earl Nelson& & & & & Air Force
1/Lt. George Lutz& & & & & Army
1/Lt. William Syzmonik&& & Army
Lt. George Herman& & & & Army
Lt. Clifford Perkins& & & & Marines
Lt. George Serbin& & & & & Navy
Lt. Sidney Boreen& & & & & Army
Lt. Charles Woehrle& & & & Air Force



Commissioned officers in WWII continued....
F/O Morris Milgrom&& & & Army
Lt. Albert Milgrom& & & & Army
Lt. John Sauser& & & & & & Marines
Lt. Duane Glasow& & & & & Navy
Lt. Robert Dickenson& & & Navy&
Lt. Ivan Behrendt& & & & & Navy
Lt Rollis Odendahl& & & & Air Force
Lt. Emil Gardner& & & & & Army
Lt. Harold Letho& & & & & Army& &
Ens. Orville Thorson&& & & Navy
Lt. John Berg& & & & & & & Army
Lt. Edward Peterson& & & & Air Force
Lt. Roger Gottry& & & & & Navy
Lt. Ralph Teich& & & & & & Army&
Ens. Marlin McNeal& & & & Navy
Lt. Hal Harrison& & & & & Air Force
Lt. Robert Cherrier& & & & Marines

Ens. Harriet Wilcox& & & & Navy&
Lt. Verna Sherman&& & & & Army
Lt. Frank Koksma& & & & & Army
Lt. Robert Wilson&& & & & Army
Lt. Garfield Christopher& & Navy
Lt. Haslum McKusick& & & Army
Ens. Albert Oman& & & & & Navy
F/O Elmer Ziegler&& & & & Air Force
Ens. George Saunders& & & Navy
Lt. Kenneth Wiedemann& & Air Force
Lt. Eleanore Wiedemann& & WAC
F/O Reuben Nordstrom& & Air Force
Lt. Ivan Holland&& & & & & Marines
Lt. Chester Johnson& & & & Army

This information is courtesy of  Harold Kick It comes from his book, “Chinese 
Laundry” an account of  his World War II experience.



Women were relatively new to the armed services in 1942. 
Women volunteered, they were not drafted. Harold Kick’s 

research for his book “Chinese Laundry” found 32 Pine City 
women who volunteered for service in WWII.

1st Lt. Elenore Wiedemann& & Air Force
Lt. Irene Nordstrom
Lt. Harriet Wilcox&& & & & & Navy
Lt. Verna Sherman&& & & & & Nurse
Sgt. Margaret Rolph& & & & & Air Force
Margaret Ingram& & & & & & Army
Denice Rawley& & & & & & & Air Force
Margery Stratte& & & & & & & Nurse Cadet
Doris Sommer & & & & & & & Navy
Virginia Bede&

Audrey Eng
Leona Grothe
Mary Beth Gustafson
Betty Hall
Myrtle Hanson
Lila Hinze 
Joan Huber
Louise Jewell
Dorene Johnson
Martha Kubat
Dorothy Lentz

Audry Lindquist
Elsie Martinson
Helen Martinson
Ruth Nelson
Orale Rassmussen
Alice Shuey
Lorraine Stumne
Helen Swenson
Elenore Thiry
Patricia Wenborg



Thirty Pine City Area men were killed while in 
military service during WWII. Nation wide statistics 

would indicate a community the size of Pine City 
should expect to have a loss of twelve or thirteen. 

 This information and the accompanying  photos are also courtesy of  Harold Kick 
They come from his book, “Chinese Laundry” an account of 

Harold ’s World War II experience.



Gerald Corrigan
US Navy 

Killed August 1942

Anthony Rode
US Army 

Killed August 6, 1942 

William Osman
US Army

Killed August 30, 1942



Russell Milliren
US Navy 

Killed November 15, 1942 

Dean Swenson
US Army Air Force

Killed February 24, 1943 

Clifford Perkins Jr.
US Marines

Killed May 19, 1943



Wallace D’Aoust
US Army Air Force

Lost November 5, 1943

John Sauser
US Marines

Killed November 23, 1943

Lawrence Atkinson
US Army

Killed January 21, 1944



Kenneth Wilson
US Army 

Killed May 24, 1944

Stanley Jacobson
US Army

Killed June 24, 1944

Burton Thore
US Army

Killed July 7, 1944



Clifford Seedorf
US Army 

Killed July 14, 1944

Vernon Nelson
US Marines

Killed August 1944

Carl Purdy
US Army

Killed September 20, 1944



Dean Trippler
US Army Air Force

Killed November 1944

Melvin Peter
US Army

Killed December 13, 1944

Ernest Wanous
US Navy

Killed December 13, 1944



Gerald Pepin
US Army

Killed January 11, 1945

Ervin Miller
US Army

Killed January 11, 1945

Orville Thorson
US Navy

Killed February 10, 1945 



Richard France
US Marines

Killed March 3, 1945

Neal Goodrich
US Army

Killed March 25, 1945

Duane Schwartzwald
US Navy

Killed April 8, 1945



Richard Petersen
US Army Air Corps
Killed April 10, 1945

Lloyd Gorman
US Army

Killed April 14, 1945

Gerald Michael
US Army Air Corps
Killed May 24, 1945



Floyd Rypkema
US Navy

Killed June 30, 1945

Elmer Ziegler
US Army Air Force
Killed July 10, 1945

Walter Holms
US Navy

Killed September 16, 1945



Compiled in 2014 by Judy Scholin as a local history project in cooperation with

Pine City &
World War II 

Thank you to all the people who contributed photos, artifacts and information.
 

A special thank you to The Pine City Pioneer,  Harold Kick, Darcy Meier Pinotti, Jim Foster, 
the family of Edward Roubinek & Margery Stratte Swanson.

Do you have something we could add to this exhibit? 
We would love to hear from you.


