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In the fall of 1940 President Roosevelt
issued an executive order setting in motion
America’s first peace time conscription.

Registration day was
October 16, 1940 and cards
were issued.

September 26, 1940

November 11, 1940




" ‘

Pine City had a very active National Guard group. Formed in 1924 Battery E met weekly at the
Naval Militia, Armory in Pine City. The local paper contained regular updates of their activities.

March 19, 1931 ,
March 26, 1931 June 8, 1933
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Battery E spent time at camp each year. In 1937 they were at Camp Ripley.

BAT.E 125 F. A.
PINE CITY. MINN,
CAMP BIlP’li’Y MINN.




Battery E continued to be active in the days leading up to World War II.

May 5, 1940
February 1, 1940

July 4, 1940




In February 1940 Battery E was at the head of the Pine City Winter Carnival Parade.

Pictured above is Battery E, George Lentz, Corporal Dick
125th Field Artillery, leasting the  Tamke and Dayton Thorstenson.
Pine City winter carnival par- Battery E, Pine City's National
‘ade At the head is the color Guard unit, has a strength of &0

‘squad—left to right, Bert John, enlisted men and 4 officers.
| —Photo by Kenneth M. Wright Studios, St Paul




October 3, 1940

As America nervously watched
world events, Battery E prepared
for an even greater level of

involvement.

January 2,
The first announcement of

mobilization was in the August 29,
1940 issue of the Pine Poker Pioneer.




Battery E sponsored an annual New Year’s Eve Dance.

December 24, 1931 December 23, 1937




As America moved closer to war and
Battery E prepared to leave for at least

a year the annual dance took on new §

significance as 1940 came to a close.

December 26, 1940
December 19, 1940
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They marched in formation to the
61-Way Cafe where meals were
served. Most members slept on cots
at the armory.

There were additional
postponements but on February 10,
1941 Battery E was mobilized and
officially inducted into federal
service.

Once they were inducted they were

on fulltime active duty. The public could visit each evening
from 7 to 10 pm. A room that
formerly housed the Legion was
turned into a club room for
socializing.

Two additional Pine City officers were also
inducted on February roth, Captain A.K.
Stratte & Major C. R. Boo.
Dr: Stratte was the commanding officer of the
February 6, 1941 medical unit attached to Battery E.




February 13, 1941

The Commercial Club and the American Legion

The evening began at the
high school auditorium with
what was billed as high class

entertainment.

The entertainment included
a, master of ceremonies, Lew
Brock, a variety of singers,
dancers and a comedian.

sponsored a grand send off party.

February 20, 1941



A letter from the Governor of Minnesota

was read and each member of Battery E

was given a going away gift of a, pen and
pencil set with their name engraved.

P e — e

Pen & Pencil courtesy of the family of Edward Roubinek

February 20, 1941




Battery E consisted of 4 officers and 94 enlisted men

Captain W. S. McEachren - Battery Commander
First Lieutenant DeWitt C. Gottry
Second Lieutenants James Engel and Everett Johnson

First Sargeant Corporals Privates First Class  Paul Frye
William Stuck Robert Brekke John Anderson Donald Greig

Staff Sargeant (George Franta Thomas Bede Orville Harman
Douglas Stuck Howard Hady Robert Biederman Joseph Kasprzyk

Sargeants Bruce Hanson Joseph Blahnik Edward Kubat

John Erickson Marlon Hooker Harvey Brones Raymond Libra
Henry Foster John Ingram Kenneth Cox Ray McClellan
Emil Gardner Robert Peters Wallace D’Aoust (bugler) John McKusick
Ervin Kruse Carl Teich Edward Erhart Robert Moeding
Fred Kruse Oscar Teich Robert Ferguson James Poferl (battery clerk)
Leo Moriarty Ralph Teich Clark Foster Edward Swan
Herbert Teich Dayton Thorstenson Earl Foster Cyrus Swanger

Carl Thore James France Leonard Whitting




Battery E

Privates

Edward Bell Rogert Hegman Wilbur McFerran Wilbur Struiksma
Michael Biederman George Hoffman Robert McKusick Robert Swoftord
Raymond Brekke Orrin Ingram Wayne Michael Louis Tauber
Curtis Broostin Harvey Jensen Sylvan Millwood Harvey Thayer
Philip Broz Donald Karsky Dale Moeding John Wenborg
Waldo Carlson James Karsky Kenneth Myers Clifford Weiner
Russell Chase Clarence Kruse Philip Nordstrom Kenneth Wilson
Richard Cherrier Leonard Kub Norris Olander Robert Wilson
James Cummings Anton Libra Robert Reiser Louis Witte
Warner Cyr Lloyd Lindeman Arthur Richter Vernice Whitting
Major Greig Robert Madden Edward Roubinek John Zalaznik
Herschel Hahn Jack Manska William Rys

Philip Haugen Walter Martinson George Schumacher




The first contingent of Battery E

to

leave Pine City consisted of 24 men
and one commissioned officer, Dr.
Stratte. They traveled by motor

The following is from a lettem

Dr. Stratte wrote to his

family descmblng the SLaFt of that trip.
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convoy leaving Pine City on
February 26, 1941 and traveling to
Anoka where they joined the 2nd
Battalion. This convoy then
proceeded to Camp Claiborne in
Louisiana with overnight stops in:

Jackson, Minnesota
Clarinda, Iowa
Nevada, Missouri
Fayettsville, Arkansas
Mena, Arkansas
Shreveport,
Louisiana
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The second contingent of Battery E left Pine City on March 3, 1941.

- photo courtesy of Fim Foster

This photo was taken at the Pine City depot as the second contingent of Battery E waited to board the train to Camp Claiborne in
Louisiana. The photo was taken by Dorotha Points who married Earl Foster (center of photo looking to his right) on December 23, 1941.




The second contingent of Battery E Pine City consisted of 70 men and four commissioned officers.
They traveled by train leaving Pine City at 10:47 a.m. on March 3, 1941. A big send off had been
planned. Members of the recently organized Defense Force, the Legion Post and the High School
band were all going to march to the depot. The stores were set to close from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
to allow employees the chance to join the farewell demonstration.

The travel schedule.

March 6, 1941

Unfortunately the weather didn’t cooperate.
The second worst blizzard of the 1940 - 41
winter struck the night before damping
somewhat the size of the crowd.

February 27, 1941




The Minnesota Defense Force was organized
to replace the activated National Guard.

November 21, 1940
November 7, 1940




By January 1941
Company D, the Pine
City unit of the
Minnesota Defense
Force was ready to

muster.

Company members had
been measured for
uniforms and were

awaiting their arrival.

Company D Officers
Captain Jess Ingram

1st Lieutenant Wm. Challeen
2nd Lieutenant Dewey Wilcox

March 27, 1941

January 23, 1941




Company D members
looked quite snappy
when the new uniforms
arrived.

Capt. F. R. Hunt

Inspects Co. D.

Capt. F. R. Hunt, Plans and
Training Officer of the Minnes-
ota Defense Force staff, visited
Co. D last Wednesday evening at
its regular drill, in an official
capacity and foung the com-
pany in excellent condition. The
boys have received their new
uniforms and presenteq a very
neat appearance. They have al-
S0 been doing considerable drili-
ing since the battery unit left
for Camp Claiborne and will
improve in the.r drill work as
| time goes on,

- Jesse Ingram is captain of the
unit, Wm. Challeen is 1st Lieut.;
D. R. Wilcox, 2nd Lieut ang Max
| Edwards is ““‘top-kick”.

March 27, 1941

photo courtesy of Harold Kick




‘

Company D, the Pine City branch of the Minnesota Defense Force in front of the Armory.
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One Soldier’s Story - Carl Meier

e e . In April of 1942 Carl Meier joined Company D in Pine City.
oF | At the time Carl was a truck driver, single and 39 years old.

Meier, Carl E, None Private - T Ty 3
(Last name) (First name) (Middle initial) " (Army Serial No.) ' (Grade) ¥ Qi : .{
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID
Enlisted__April 3. 19 142 at Pine City, Minnesota SERVICE PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300
e ihexservizs: sfths smmm&wwm&vxwmwxm”Ummﬁmﬂ ;;w IIl J Uly Of 1 942 C&I’l
Serving in First enlistment period at date of discharge. 2 J UU M?‘"“’,M o o ° h
Prior service:} None :_____ B o \:.;..._z-‘i’ : Peoelved. thls CaJP d 1n t e
79)4? B R o . .
; - mail, the first sign that

Noncommissioned officer: No CL BUSI.‘NESS

he was about to be
drafted.

Qualification in arms:3__ lone

§ Carl Emerson Meier

Attendance at: None

(Name of noncommissioned officers’ or special service school)

~__Box 304
Pi:nthitg,'lﬁnnesota |

Knowledge of any vocation:___Truck Driver, Gunsmith,

RS N =
Date and result of smallpox vaccination: Hone _

Tone

Date of completion of all typhoid-paratyphoid vaccinations:

* PHYSICAL nxmmmon

Date and result of diphtheria immunity test (Schick):___ llone

Date of other vaccinations (specify vaccine used): None

Physical condition when discharged: Normal Matrisd or sitiglsr.. Bingle,
CHARACTER: . EXCELLENT

July 14, 1942 | :
(Date) e = ‘
Dr. Brown =  _':. i.;-;i

(Name of examining physician) '

28DtA_ for physical examination at 11800 &cm.,,

‘ lzl 1942 Failure to do so is an act nmshable j
“fine, and may also result in your losing valuable nghts and“ }

duction into mlhz zerv:ce. z

MemberofLooalBoard.
16—18635 GPO

Remarks: 1\70119 o

Signature of soldier: é@’é f: WM

o to report to

Commandingé’ ,J—,? 1"@(% u&?

t Give company and regiment with inclusive dates of service in each enlistment.
¢ Give date of qualification or rating and number, date, and source of order announcing sarma.

Carl Meter artifact courtesy of Darcy Meter Pinott Carl Meier artifact courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti




One Soldier’s Story - Carl Meier

Minuesnta State Guard |

In October of 1942 Carl was drafted. He was discharged
from the Minnesota State Guard and inducted into the
army. Carl kept a diary t ells of his experience.

To all whom it map concern: Entries from Carl’s diary.

3 14 r ’

* Private, Company " DY, Second Infantry Regsiment

Oct 6, 1942: Got my notice froj
the Army.

C u’ry In

ag a Westimonial of Bonest and Faithful

Serbice, is hereby Bonorably Mischarged from the Minnesota State Guard by vea-

gon of I Enl in US Armed Forces., (Discharze in process of completion)

Oct 19, 1942: Went to Fort
Pine City drafters 89 total.

Ith other

%ﬂl’h Carl E, Meier : was horn

in Algona, , in the State of__Iove

Oct 20, 1942: Passed
rejected. Came back t¢
furlough. Going back

26 were
day

When enlisted he was 32 pears of age and by occupation a_ Truck Driver

Pe hay _ Gray epeg, _ Brown .. Pgir,  Buddy complexion, and

wag__ Five feet_ 65 inches in height.

Giben under my hand at Pine City, Minnesota this

27th dap of, _October otie thougand ;im bundred anh _Forty Two

Capt. Minn, State Guard
Co "DM, 2nd Regt.,

Oct 27, 1942: Washed and wa blocks in Holetzs

shed to store it for the duration.

Commanding
AGO—MINN, * Insert grade and company and regiment, ''Sergeant, Company A, Ist State Guard Regiment."
FORM N?g. DES i t'lg.di;chargad prior to expiration of servfce, giva nu;nber. %afye. and source of order 9or description of authority
OOM reror.

@)

Carl Meier artifact courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti




One Soldier’s Story - Carl Meier

Nov 6, 1942: At Fort Snelling still same stuff and stj
I am going fo be put. Ernest was put in the Infan

dont know what branch of the Army
eft for training in Cal.

eave for Armored
e had

Nov 9, 1942: At Fort Snelling. Got orders this |
Force. Left for Fort Knox KY in p.m. Helen me
supper together.

Nov 12, 1942: Training at Fort Knox, KY. Had 5t. This camp
IS about 34 miles from Louisville, has abou} | Force
consisting of medium and light tanks, tan - pS, peeps and

s "}. ) .
& B B
AL\
ot ) -
e Co N ]
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\ | \ l day. Took a hike
ne ome dreaming
hunters in Minnesota
opens today.

photo courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti

ot five dollars advanced pay today. My first Army pay
ad some drills with the Thompson sub gun. Rained all
entucky mud is—just grand for marching

- spoT €
day and this

photo courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti




One Soldier’s Story - Carl Meier

Nov 21, 1942: Basic training at Fort Knox KY. Raining as usual, plenty of
mud.

Nov 22, 1942: Rain. Rain. Rain. Real nice cool rain. Brrrr. No drill, no
marching today not even much fo eat! Oh well gquess I'm in the Army now.

Nov 23, 1942: Woe is me! Of all the times to be called on KP it had to be
for Thanksgiving! Was in the kitchen washing pots and pans from 4am fill
9pm and will have to be on all day tfomorrow.

4

| NQV 24, 1942: ohoto courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti
Thanksgiving Day. What a dinner! And what a lot of pots and pans! All
the pots and pans in the Army must be in our kitchen and they were

used seventeen times over and .poor me fo scour them each time. The
dinner was great - turkey and ‘everything. |

Dec 1, 1942: Gas rationing started today for civilians. Cold rain all day.
Were out in it all day at the motor pool servicing our new tanks that just
came in. They are the new multi bank M4-A4 five motor built by
Chrysler. I am a very wet fired drip tonight!

o N e X ISoawT INMNo X N/

photo courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti




One Soldier’s Story - Carl Meier

Dec 9, 1942: Out on the tank range driving all day in mud up fo their bellies. Chow out in the mud and snow. Came back to
the motor pool at 7pm then had to wash all that nice yellow KY mud off the
nice little tank, grease it and put it to "beddy bye". BS!

Dec 14, 1942: Took some pictures today. It is so darn cold here now the
mud is all pavement. Hope it stays that way.

Dec 22, 1942: Rained all day. We were out where the mud was deepest
and terrain roughest driving tanks. At noon we got a cup of hot coffee
(with sugar and cream) and two sausage sandwiches which we devoured in
the rain and mud, of
course by this time we
didn't even notice the rain.

photo courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti

Jan 10, 1943: Rain and some snow mixed in this pm. There is a rumor

that all men over 38 will be discharged from the Army after their basic
training and I am 39.

oD N T Jan 12, 1943: Tues on the rifle range (30 cal enfield) range all day
Tl (Pt PR | s|hooting for medal scores. I qualified as expert on the official 200 yd
= L = Cmwemmmesal N range I made 19 bulls eyes out of 20 shots fired from 3 positions. Prone
sitting and kneeling my score 197.

photo courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti




One Soldier’s Story - Carl Meier

Jan 17, 1943: There are six divisions here now of 15000 men each making a
total of 90000 men in camp.

Jan 30, 1943: McCluskey says if mud plasters are good for the face, we
will win some beauty prizes soon!

Jan 31, 1943: Mon pay day and as I write I can hear the dice rolling on all
sides. No more men fo be sent overseas over 38 years old and no more
school for anybody over 35. It looks as if I am a total loss to the army.

.
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Feb 4, 1943: The mud at this range isn't yellow, it's blue! | R S L

4 /!
Muio~SARLTME CLESK

Feb 6, 1943: Ouft on the ‘ fhotocurtey of Darcy Meir Piott
sloppy range with chow on the run. Eat in the knee deep mud. There are
two kinds of mud here - the yellow and the blue mud. I think the blue
smells the best but the yellow is by far the best for taste - it's not so
sour!

Feb 13, 1943: Ptomaine poisoning in camp! 64 cases, they fell over like
flies and were carried over to the first aid station on streftchers. No
casualties. I thought McCluskey would die laughing at the busy stretcher
carriers.

photo courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinott:




One Soldier’s Story - Carl Meier

Mar 3, 1943: Wrote my last letter to Helen today from Fort Knox. I
will be discharged next Fri.

Mar 5, 1943: Discharged this am. Took bus to Louisville and got train
out of there for Chicago at 1130pm. Good bye to the armored forces.

April 14, 1943: Signed up to leave for Alaska job
next Monday from Mora by train on Elliot construction job

and got release from draft board.

Carl Meier artifact courtesy of Darcy Meier Pinotti




The Georgde Kick family had 5 sons who served during World War I1.

some of the postcards the Kick boys
sent home.

Carl 1941

Kick family artifact courtesy of Harold Kick




Waldo 1942
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Kick family artifact courtesy of Harold Kick
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Harold 1943

s

Kick family artifact courtesy of Harold Kick




Carl 1943

Kick family artifact courtesy of Harold Kick
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Kick family artifact courtesy of Harold Kick




Missouri

Harold 1943

e

Kick family artifact courtesy of Harold Kick B




Over sixty men and women from the Pine City Area

served as commissioned officers in WWI.

Lt. Col. A.K. Stratte Army Lt. Charles Schmidt Marines
Lt. Col. C.R. Boo Army 1//Lt.. Everett Stelzner Army

Lt. Col. John Roberts Air Force 1/Lt. Robert Therrien Air Force
Maj. Eben Gillespie Air Force 1/Lt. Robert Hejny Air Force
Maj. E.McEachern Army 1/Lt. John Grover Air Force
Lt. Co. R.G.Johnson Navy 1/Lt. Harold Kick Air Force
Capt. Carl W. Kick Army 1/Lt. Clark Foster Army
Capt. Everett Johnson Army 1/Lt. Wallace D’Aoust Air Force
Capt. James Engel Army 1/Lt. Ben Boo Air Force
Capt. Robert Swaftord Air Force 1/Lt. Earl Nelson Air Force
Capt. David Hall Air Force 1/Lt. George Lutz Army
Capt. Kenneth LaTourelle Air Force 1/Lt. William Syzmonik Army
Capt. Theodore Buselmeir Army Lt. George Herman Army
Capt. Everett Walters Army Lt. Clifford Perkins Marines
Capt. Vernon Lange Air Force Lt. George Serbin Navy

Lt. Willard Roberts Navy Lt. Sidney Boreen Army

Lt. Robert Roberts Navy Lt. Charles Woehrle Air Force




Commissioned officers in WW1II continued....

F/O Morris Milgrom
Lt. Albert Milgrom
Lt. John Sauser

Lt. Duane Glasow
Lt. Robert Dickenson
Lt. Ivan Behrendt

Lt Rollis Odendahl
Lt. Emil Gardner

Lt. Harold Letho
Ens. Orville Thorson
Lt. John Berg

Lt. Edward Peterson
Lt. Roger Gottry

Lt. Ralph Teich

Ens. Marlin McNeal
Lt. Hal Harrison

Lt. Robert Cherrier

Army
Army
Marines
Navy
Navy
Navy

Air Force
Army
Army
Navy
Army
Air Force
Navy
Army
Navy

Air Force
Marines

Ens. Harriet Wilcox

Lt. Verna Sherman

Lt. Frank Koksma

Lt. Robert Wilson

Lt. Garfield Christopher
Lt. Haslum McKusick
Ens. Albert Oman

F/O Elmer Ziegler

Ens. George Saunders
Lt. Kenneth Wiedemann
Lt. Eleanore Wiedemann
F/O Reuben Nordstrom
Lt. Ivan Holland

Lt. Chester Johnson

Navy
Army
Army
Army
Navy
Army
Navy

Air Force
Navy

Air Force
WAC
Air Force
Marines

Army

This information is courtesy of Harold Kick It comes from his book, “Chinese

Laundry” an account of his World War 11 experience.




Women were relatively new to the armed services in 1942.
Women volunteered, they were not drafted. Harold Kick’s
research for his book “Chinese Laundry” found 32 Pine City
women who volunteered for service in WW11I.

1st Lt. Elenore Wiedemann  Air Force Audrey Eng Audry Lindquist
Lt. Irene Nordstrom Leona Grothe Elsie Martinson
Lt. Harriet Wilcox Navy Mary Beth Gustatson Helen Martinson
Lt. Verna Sherman Nurse Betty Hall Ruth Nelson

Sgt. Margaret Rolph Air Force Myrtle Hanson Orale Rassmussen
Margaret Ingram Army Lila Hinze Alice Shuey
Denice Rawley Air Force Joan Huber Lorraine Stumne
Margery Stratte Nurse Cadet Louise Jewell Helen Swenson
Doris Sommer Navy Dorene Johnson Elenore Thiry
Virginia Bede Martha Kubat Patricia Wenborg

Dorothy Lentz




Thirty Pine City Area men were killed while in
military service during WW1II. Nation wide statistics
would indicate a community the size ot Pine City
should expect to have a loss of twelve or thirteen.

This information and the accompanying photos are also courtesy of Harold Kick

They come from bis book, “Chinese Laundry” an account of
Harolds World War 11 experience.




‘ Pine City Area History Association

Photo
Unavailable

Gerald Corrigan Anthony Rode William Osman

US Navy US Army US Army
Killed August 1942 Killed August 6, 1942 Killed August 30, 1942




Russell Milliren Dean Swenson Clifford Perkins Jr.

US Navy US Army Air Force US Marines
Killed November 15, 1942 Killed February 24, 1943 Killed May 19, 1943




lace D’Aoust John Sauser Lawrence Atkinson

US Army Air Force US Marines US Army
Lost November 5, 1943 Killed November 23, 1943 Killed January 21, 1944




Kenneth Wilson Stanley Jacobson urton Thore

| US Army | S Army US Army
Killed May 24, 1944 Killed June 24, 1944 Killed July 7, 1944




Clifford Seedorf ernon Nelson Carl Purdy
US Army US Marines US Army
Killed July 14, 1944 Killed August 1944 Killed September 20, 1944




‘ Pine City Area History Association

Photo
Unavailable

Dean Trippler Ernest Wanous Melvin Peter

S Army Air Force US Navy US Army
Killed November 1944 Killed December 13, 1944 Killed December 13, 1944




‘ Pine City Area History Association

Photo
Unavailable

(Gerald Pepin Ervin Miller Orville Thorson

US Army US Army US Navy
Killed January 11, 1945 Killed January 11, 1945 Killed February 10, 1945




N

Richard France Neal Goodrich Duane Schwartzwald

US Marines US Army US Navy
Killed March 3, 1945 Killed March 25, 1945 Killed April 8, 1945




Richard Petersen

US Army Air Corps
Killed April 10, 1945

‘ Pine City Area History Association

Photo
Unavailable

Lloyd Gorman

US Army
Killed April 14, 1945

(Gerald Michael

US Army Air Corps
Killed May 24, 1945




‘ Pine City Area History Association ‘ Pine City Area History Association

Photo
Unavailable

Photo
Unavailable

Floyd Rypkema Elmer Ziegler Walter Holms

US Navy US Army Air Force US Navy
Killed June 30, 1945 Killed July 10, 1945 Killed September 16, 1945




Pine City &
World War 11

Thank you to all the people who contributed photos, artifacts and information.

A special thank you to The Pine City Pioneer, Harold Kick, Darcy Meier Pinotti, Jim Foster,
the family of Edward Roubinek & Margery Stratte Swanson.

Do you bave something we could add to this exhibit?

We would love to bear from you.

Compiled in 2014 by Fudy Scholin as a local history project in cooperation with

Pine City Area History Association




